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Read classic children’s stories
Enjoy traditional ink-and-wash paintings

The ink-and-wash painting technique
is considered to be representative of
traditional Chinese painting. Painters use
a brush pen dipped in a mixture of ink and
water, and paint on traditional paper. The
basic ink-and-wash painting uses only
water and ink, so there are only two colors,
black and white. But more advanced ink-
and-wash paintings like fine brushwork and
bird-and-flower paintings use many colors.
The ink is one of the most special elements
in Chinese painting. Using different
amounts of water, the ink can be diluted to
varying gradations, from black to gray to
white, a characteristic known as the “charm
of ink”. This series of books portrays
well-known Chinese children’s stories in

traditional ink-and-wash paintings.







It was autumn and the trees were laden
with rich red fruit. A crow flew over
from afar. He perched on a tree and ate
the sweet fruit.




A fox standing under the tree
couldn’t reach the fresh fruit and had
to eat the rotten ones on the ground.
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As the weather got colder, there was
less and less fruit left on the trees. One
day, the crow found a bunch of grapes that
had been hidden under leaves. “Now I can
have a big meal,” it thought, “but | wonder
whether the grapes are sour?”



At that moment, the fox walked by
holding a green apricot in its mouth. It
found the crow staring at the bunch of
grapes. The fox blinked and had an idea.
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The fox dropped the green
apricot on the ground. “Those
grapes will taste just like this
green apricot,” it shouted up to
the crow, “They are both green
and extremely sour. If you
don’t believe me, you can try
my apricot for yourself.
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Thinking it had nothing to lose, the crow spread its
wings and flew down from the tree. It took a small bite
of the apricot but spat it out immediately. “Sour!” it
shouted out, “No one would eat fruit like this.”




But the fox picked up the green apricot and
swallowed it. “It’s so delicious, I love sour fruit.”
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The crow looked at the
fox and then at the grapes. It
shook its head and was about
to fly away when the fox said,
“Please do me a favor and
pick the grapes for me.”
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