ONTEMPORAR

\ CHINA J

A GLIMPSE

Q China Intercontinental Press
A




ONTEMPORAR\

CHINA J

A GLIMPSE OF CHINA

By Jin Bo

@ China Intercontinental Press



FBEmME (C 1 P) ¥

RN S &R EER , KBUEGE . -- bR ISR R 20146
(HRRFERY EER)

ISBN 978-7-5085-2796-3

I .Of 1 .0Of QFE @K I .OFE-HIR V. DK

[ RS B 4 CIP A% T (2014) 58 124449 5

EUUHEERIEN

ES g% . K A
ORI
4 . P

LGP

& HE:4£ B
22 oo EER KEUE
WAL M4 - £
B A4 it CFP FOTOE FJ7 IC
i it - FERSULEBARITEAT]
MR & AT« HPNEE HARAE
i HE - desdTHEE RAL =g 31 S AR B HE 7 B
il Y% : 100088
i 010-82005927, 82007837
Ik www.cicc.org.cn
B & o BN HIEE R e o
K i 2014 FF 6 HE 1 BB 1 IRENR
A 1 787X1092mm 1/16
ik : 23.25
¥ . 280 TF \
#ft : 128.00 JC

MY HFRES
N



Conten\ts

Foreword

Geography and Civilization of China

Unification of China in History

Geography and Climate Features ---------------ssmemsmemsmsmemrmomeeeeeeees
Geographical Environment and Inward Movement -
Origin of the Word “China” -
Different Parts of China -------—---ss--esesmmsessomemem e e

Primitive Chinese Civilization -

Continuity of Chinese HiStory -
Formation of the Ancient Country -
First Unification and Separation of China -
Chinese Empire Reunified and Split Again ------eeeemeecocees
Third Reunification of Chinese Empire ----------mmemmeoeceecenes

A Multizethni¢ COURALTY -------—--=rrrmmrermrermoeomeeen et

10

12

17

20

26

32

38



Traditional Ideology, Culture and Society 76

Confucianism and the Orthodox 78
Traditional Ideology, Culture and Society 83
Introduction of Buddhism oo 88
Basic Spirits of Traditional Thought and Culture -----------eeemem- 91
Society Steeped in Traditional Thoughts and Culture - 97

National Character Shaped by Traditional Thoughts
and Culture ------coremememe e 104

Exchanges Between Ancient Chinese

and Foreign Cultlire s sssmns i ssss o semssea s 112

Developed Country of the Agricultural Civilization Era — 120

Progress in Agriculture and Development

of the Handicraft Industry 122
Top-Ranking Technologies - 128
Sound Political, Legal and Official Selecting System ---------- 135
Language and Characters - 144
Incomparable Achievements in Literature 149
Unique Artistic Style - 162
Colorful Social Life - 174

End of Feudal Power and Establishment N
of a Modern Country 186

Closed Doors and the Decline of the Qing Court ---------mmeme- 188

Disasters Brought by Opium ----eeoemomeeeeeeeees -- 194



Seeking for Self-IMPTOFEMENT =ozr-—rwsroomssossonsismssidiniomioesonsiat: 203

Establishmenf\of a Modern Country System -------w-mmeeeees 208
New Cultural Enlightenment Movement - 214
Ups and Downs of National Revolutionary Movements - 219
Founding of the PRC Led by the CPC - 224

Endeavors of the PRC and Reform and Opening-Up —— 230

Starting from Scrateh === e 232
Setbacks and Mistakes in Exploration - 239
Reform Injecting Vigor and Vitality

into Socio-Economic Development oo 244
Opeining ‘to the ‘Outside Wotld. ———=ssmmmtmrammmsass 250

Creating a New Miracle in Economic

and Social Development ------eorememme 255
Building a Democratic Country Under the Rule of Law - 261
Largest Developing Country in the World 272
Huge Burden 'of Population s 274
Disparity and Imbalance in Development - 281

Conflict Between Economic Development

and Resources Environment ----------oesmesmemesmos oo 286
Scientific Outlook on Development - 290
Buildinig a Hafmonions SOCIEtY ssccssssmmmmmmisimmmmssimss 297
Beautiful China Dream 305

Two Century Goals =-=-ssomssesmoe oot omeeens 307



China Dream Has Rich Connotations

“Five-in-One” Blueprint for Development -

Deepening Reform Comprehensively

China and the World in the Era
of Economic Globalization

Joining the Process of Economic Globalization -----------smemeees

Bringing New Opportunities for Development
to the World s

A Responsible Developing Big Country -

New Diplomatic Ideas and Image

Inheritance and Development of Tradition -—----=mrommmmeeeees

311

316

324

330

332

336

343

354



|

(‘ONTEMPORAR\
CHINA J

A GLIMPSE OF CHINA

By Jin Bo

@ China Intercontinental Press



FBEmME (C 1 P) ¥

RN S &R EER , KBUEGE . -- bR ISR R 20146
(HRRFERY EER)

ISBN 978-7-5085-2796-3

I .Of 1 .0Of QFE @K I .OFE-HIR V. DK

[ RS B 4 CIP A% T (2014) 58 124449 5

EUUHEERIEN

ES g% . K A
ORI
4 . P

LGP

& HE:4£ B
22 oo EER KEUE
WAL M4 - £
B A4 it CFP FOTOE FJ7 IC
i it - FERSULEBARITEAT]
MR & AT« HPNEE HARAE
i HE - desdTHEE RAL =g 31 S AR B HE 7 B
il Y% : 100088
i 010-82005927, 82007837
Ik www.cicc.org.cn
B & o BN HIEE R e o
K i 2014 FF 6 HE 1 BB 1 IRENR
A 1 787X1092mm 1/16
ik : 23.25
¥ . 280 TF \
#ft : 128.00 JC

MY HFRES
N



Conten\ts

Foreword

Geography and Civilization of China

Unification of China in History

Geography and Climate Features ---------------ssmemsmemsmsmemrmomeeeeeeees
Geographical Environment and Inward Movement -
Origin of the Word “China” -
Different Parts of China -------—---ss--esesmmsessomemem e e

Primitive Chinese Civilization -

Continuity of Chinese HiStory -
Formation of the Ancient Country -
First Unification and Separation of China -
Chinese Empire Reunified and Split Again ------eeeemeecocees
Third Reunification of Chinese Empire ----------mmemmeoeceecenes

A Multizethni¢ COURALTY -------—--=rrrmmrermrermoeomeeen et

10

12

17

20

26

32

38



Traditional Ideology, Culture and Society 76

Confucianism and the Orthodox 78
Traditional Ideology, Culture and Society 83
Introduction of Buddhism oo 88
Basic Spirits of Traditional Thought and Culture -----------eeemem- 91
Society Steeped in Traditional Thoughts and Culture - 97

National Character Shaped by Traditional Thoughts
and Culture ------coremememe e 104

Exchanges Between Ancient Chinese

and Foreign Cultlire s sssmns i ssss o semssea s 112

Developed Country of the Agricultural Civilization Era — 120

Progress in Agriculture and Development

of the Handicraft Industry 122
Top-Ranking Technologies - 128
Sound Political, Legal and Official Selecting System ---------- 135
Language and Characters - 144
Incomparable Achievements in Literature 149
Unique Artistic Style - 162
Colorful Social Life - 174

End of Feudal Power and Establishment N
of a Modern Country 186

Closed Doors and the Decline of the Qing Court ---------mmeme- 188

Disasters Brought by Opium ----eeoemomeeeeeeeees -- 194



Seeking for Self-IMPTOFEMENT =ozr-—rwsroomssossonsismssidiniomioesonsiat: 203

Establishmenf\of a Modern Country System -------w-mmeeeees 208
New Cultural Enlightenment Movement - 214
Ups and Downs of National Revolutionary Movements - 219
Founding of the PRC Led by the CPC - 224

Endeavors of the PRC and Reform and Opening-Up —— 230

Starting from Scrateh === e 232
Setbacks and Mistakes in Exploration - 239
Reform Injecting Vigor and Vitality

into Socio-Economic Development oo 244
Opeining ‘to the ‘Outside Wotld. ———=ssmmmtmrammmsass 250

Creating a New Miracle in Economic

and Social Development ------eorememme 255
Building a Democratic Country Under the Rule of Law - 261
Largest Developing Country in the World 272
Huge Burden 'of Population s 274
Disparity and Imbalance in Development - 281

Conflict Between Economic Development

and Resources Environment ----------oesmesmemesmos oo 286
Scientific Outlook on Development - 290
Buildinig a Hafmonions SOCIEtY ssccssssmmmmmmisimmmmssimss 297
Beautiful China Dream 305

Two Century Goals =-=-ssomssesmoe oot omeeens 307



China Dream Has Rich Connotations

“Five-in-One” Blueprint for Development -

Deepening Reform Comprehensively

China and the World in the Era
of Economic Globalization

Joining the Process of Economic Globalization -----------smemeees

Bringing New Opportunities for Development
to the World s

A Responsible Developing Big Country -

New Diplomatic Ideas and Image

Inheritance and Development of Tradition -—----=mrommmmeeeees

311

316

324

330

332

336

343

354



Foreword

China is a country the outside world sometimes struggles to understand. It
is experiencing the fastest economic growth and social change in human history.
This rapid development of the most populous country in the world provides
economic opportunities for other countries; and this in turn brings China
increasingly closer to the outside world. China’s development calls for a peaceful
international environment, and global prosperity needs continuing development
in China. In this environment it is necessary for those outside China to come to a

better understanding of this vast country.

China has a history of over 5,000 years. Throughout China’s long history,
China has developed a unique culture which has greatly enriched world

civilization.

Currently China is powering ahead to open its door to the outside world
and to learn from others. China is dedicated to peaceful relations, and is always

sincere in its dealing with others.

Throughout history, many people have come from the outside world to
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explore China. Some of them gained a good understanding of the country. Of

course, impressions of China varied according to the period.

Some 400 years ago, Alvaro Semedo (1585-1658), a Portuguese missionary

who came to China, described China in the following way in his book on China:

It is a big country with a large population, with endless villages and towns,
each in close proximity to the next. Houses fill the horizon. China has varied
climates according to latitude and region. The country abounds in fruit, giving
the impression of being a warehouse of fruit gathered from around the world. It
is self-sufficient in food production, and in fact produces a surplus to trade with
other countries. Many countries yearn for the chance to visit China. It produces
mainly rice and wheat. Many countries consume mainly wheat or rice, and China

grows both in large amounts.

When talking about the Chinese society Decades ago, John King Fairbank
(1907-1991), said in his book China: Tradition and Transformation:

In viewing China, however, foreign advisors must remember the following:
First, the Chinese society has families, instead of individuals, government
or churches, as its basic unit. Each family provides its members with major
support for their financial needs, education and recreational activities. China's
ethic system also has families as its center, instead of God or country. The
Sfamily system calls for its members to be faithful in social behavior. Law is the
indispensable tool for management while individual morality constitutes the
Jfoundation of the society. In China, there will never be anarchy due to a lack of
importance being attached to the law in mind; Chinese society is closely united

under Confucianism.

Several years ago, William Overholt with the Asia\n-Paciﬁc Policy Center
of the US Research and Development made the following comment in China and

Globalization on the changes in China:

China is making social adjustments which are beyond description. China
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does so quite willingly, with the result being that no large country in the world
can match her in terms of achievement in improving the life and labor conditions
of its people. China fol>0ws the rule of law, and its people have strengthened
awareness of competition; English is used extensively, and foreign modes of
education are widely followed. All these, plus the introduction of many foreign
legal systems, help improve the Chinese system and, at the same time, make

Chinese culture more sophisticated.

With the deepening of the ongoing reform and opening-up, and with
more efforts made to deepen economic globalization, China has become more
closely connected to the rest of the world. In this context, getting to know more
about China has become a vital priority. This book has been created with the

expectation of being of some help in this regard.






