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A WET SUNDAY IN A COUNTRY INN

A wet Sunday in a country inn! Whoever has had the luck
to experience one can alone judge of my situation. The rain
pattered against the casements; the bells tolled for church with
a melancholy sound. I went to the windows in quest of some-
thing to amuse the eye; but it seemed as if 1 had been placed
completely out of the reach of all amusement. The windows of
my bed — room looked out among tiled roofs and stacks of
chimneys, while those of my sitting —room commanded a full
view of the stable yard. I know of nothing more calculated to
make a man sick of this world than a stable yard qn”;rainy
day. The place was littered with wet straw “that had been
kicked about by travellers and stable—boys. In one corner was
a stagnant pool of water, surrounding an island of muck; there
were-;e:eral half — drowned fowls crowded together under a
cart, among which was a miserable, crest — fallen cock,
drenched out of all life and spirit; his drooping tail matted, as
it were, into a single feather, along which the water trickled
from his back; near the cart was a halfdozing cow, chewing
her cud, and standing patiently to be réined on, with wreath§
of vapour rising from her reeking hide; a wall —eyed horse
tired of the loneliness of the stable, was poking his spectral
head out of a window, with the rain dripping on it from the
eaves; an unhappy cur, chained to a dog—house hard by, ut-
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tered something every now and then between a bark au..
yelp; a drab of a kitchen wench tramped backwards and for-
wards through the yard in pattens, looking as sulky as the
weather itself; everything, in short, was comfortless and for-
lorn, excepting a crew of hardened ducks, assembled like boon
companionsk round a puddle and making a riotous noise over
their liquor.
by Washir gton Irving
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THE NIGHT STORM

One wintry evening a keen north wind arose as it grew
dark ,and night came on with black and dismal looks. A bitter
storm of sleet, dense and ice—cold, swept the wet streets,and
rattled on the trembling windows. Sign— boards, shaken past
endurance in their creaking frames, fell crashing on the pave-
ment; old tottering chimneys reeled and staggered in the blast;
and many a steeple rocked again that night, as though the
earth were troubled.

It was not a time for those, who could by any means get
- light and warmth, to brave the fury of the weather. In coffee
— houses of the better sort, guests crowded round the fire,
forgot to be political, and told each other with a secret gladness
that the blast grew fiercer every minute. Each humble tavern
by the waterside had its group of uncouth figures round the
hearth, who talked of vessels founderirig at sca, and all the
hands lost; related many a dismal tale of shipwreck and
drowned men, and hoped that some they knew were safe, and
shook their heads in doubt. In private dwellings, children clus-
tered near the blaze; listening with timid pleasure to tales of
ghosts and goblins, and tall figures clad in white standing by
bedsides, and people who had gone to sleep in old churches and
being overlooked had found themselves alone there at the dead
hour of the night, until they shuddered at the thought of the
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dark rooms up—stairs, yet loved to hear the wind moan too,
and hoped it would continue bravely. From time to time these
happy in—door people stopped to listen, or one held up his fin-
ger and cried, “Hark!” And then above the rumbling in the
chimney, and the fast pattering on the glass, was heard a wail-
ing, rushing sound, which shook the walls as though a giant’s
hand were on them; then a hoarse roar as if the sea had risen;
then such a whirl and tumult that the air seemed mad and
then, with a lengthened howl, the waves of wind swept on,
and left a moment’s interval of rest.

Cheerily, though there were none abroad to see it, shone
the May —pole Tavern light that evening Blessings on the deep
—red, ruby — glowing — red, old curtains of the window,
blending into one rich stream of brightness, fire an candle,
meat, drink, and corfipany, and gleaming like a jovial eye up-
on the bleak waste out of doors! Within, what carpet like its
crunching sand, what music merry as its crackling logs, what
perfume like its kitchen’s dainty breath, what weather genial
as its hearty warmth! Blessings on the old house, how sturdily
it stood! How did the vexed wind chafe and roar about its stal-
wart roof; how did it pant and strive with its wide chimneys,
which still poured forth from their hospitable throats great
clouds of smoke, and puffed defiance in its face; how, alove
all, did it drive and rattle at the casement, emulous to extin-
guish that cheerful glow, which would not be put down and

seemed the brighter for the conflict.



by Charles Dickens
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HAMLET

The seeming inconsistencies in the conduct and character
of Hamlet have long exercised the conjectural ingenuity of crit-
ics; and, as we are always loth to suppose that the cause of de-
fective apprehension is in ourselves, the mystery has been too
commonly explained by the very easy process of setting it down
as in fact inexplicable, and by resolving the phenomenon into a
misgrowth or lusus of the capricious and irregular genius of
Shakespeare. The shallow and stupid arrogance of these vulgar
and indolent decisions I would fain do my best to expose. I be-
lieve the character of Hamlet may be traced to Shakespeare’s
deep and accurate science in mental philosophy. Indeed, that
this character must have some connection with the common
fundamental laws of our nature may be assumed from the fact
that Hamlet has been the darling of every country in which the
literature of England has been fostered. In order to understand
him, it is essential that we should reflect on the constitution of
our own minds. Man is distinguished from the brute animals in
proportion as thought prevails over sense: but in the healthy
processes of the mind, a balance is constantly maintained be-
tween the impressions from outward objects and the inward op-
erations of the intellect; — for if there be an over —balance in
the contemplative faculty, man thereby becomes the centre of
mere meditation, and loses his natural power of action. Now
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one of Shakespeare’s modes of creating characters is ,to con-
ceive any one intellectual or moral faculty in morbid excess,
and then to place himself, Shakespeare, thus mutilated or dis-
eased, under given circumstances. In Hamlet he seems to have
wished to e(xe_nlplify the moral necessity of a due balance be-
tween our att(;ntion to the objects of our senses and our medita-
tion on the workings of our minds — an equilibrium between
the real and the imaginary worlds. In Hamlet this balance is
disturbed ; his thoughts, and the images of his fancy ,are far
more vivid than his actual perceptions, and ~Pﬂlis—;e’;y percep-
tions, instantly passing through the medium of his con, templa-
tions, acquire, as they pass, a form and a colour not naturally
their own. Hence we see a great, an almost encrmeus, intel-
lectual Activity, and a proportionate aversion to real action con-
sequent upon it, with all its symptoms and accompanying qual-
ities. This character Shakespeare places in circumstances under
which it is obliged to act on the spur of the moment: — Ham-
let is brave and careless of death, but he vacillates from sensi-
bility, and procrastinates from thought , and loses the power
of action in the energy of resolve. Thus it is that this tragedy
presents a d\i}e\c/; _contrast tq that of Macbeth; the one proceeds
with the utmost slowness, the other with a crowded and
breathless rapidity.

by ]6hn Ruskin
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