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Preface

Measure words have long been a problem for foreign learners of Chinese.
In order to help these learners systematically and conceptually study these
measure words, enabling them to accurately communicate and appropriately
employ measure words, we have created the Picture Dictionary of Chinese

Measure Words.

The Picture Dictionary of Chinese Measure Words selects 210 frequently
used measure words, including nominal measure words, verbal measure
words, and concurrent measure words etc. Each word is listed along with its
frequent meanings and modes of employment as well as English translations,
and usage examples accompanied by translations, with most of these
examples having illustrations. 908 associated nouns are listed, along with 1481
noun groupings, 108 verb groupings, and 11 other groupings. As for counter
units of time, units of currency, and units of measurement, they are listed in

aggregate as appendices at the back of the book.

The Picture Dictionary of Chinese Measure Words has three special
characteristics. The first is illustrations. As measurement is an iconographic
concept, we elected to augment our descriptions with pictures that illustrated

this, employing a large amount of lively, vivid pictures and drawings to help



the learner comprehend the concepts and make things easier. The second
is integration with standardised tests.* Most of the measure words, nouns,
and verbs employed in this dictionary are key words for the HSK and the YCT
examinations, which allows users to solidify their vocabularies and prefer for
these tests. The third special feature of the book is the provision of multiple
lookup methods. At the start of the book there is a “Chinese Measure Word
Index” which allows one to directly look up a measure word and the nouns
or verbs frequently associated with it, and after the main entries of the book
there is both an English and a Chinese index of nouns, which allows the user
to look up a noun and the measure words frequently associated with it, or in
the case of the English version, to look up the English words that relate to the

corresponding vocabulary items.

The Picture Dictionary of Chinese Measure Words includes a large
amount of pictures and text in a lively style which makes for a highly useful
and usable work that is also interesting. It can be used as a reference work
for measure words as well as a study aid, and is targeted towards new and

beginning learners and teachers of Chinese.

Hanban/Confucius Institute Headquarters has provided a large amount of
support and detailed direction in the formulation and editing of this dictionary,
and a number of domestic and foreign experts have also provided much
valuable advice and feedback — to all these parties we express our sincere

gratitude.

The Compiler
April 2012
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For something with a handle.
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one pair of scissors one teapot three swords
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one fan one trumpet
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one lock one key
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handful
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two handfuls of peanuts
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two handfuls of rice
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one handful of corn
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one handful of salt
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one comb
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two chairs
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o8 bunch

liang ba kual z
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two bunches of chopsticks

one bunch of bananas
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For certain abstract ideas. Only the numeral — can be used.
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to be getting old
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to be strong
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(verbal measure word) For actions done with the hand.
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to wash one’ s face
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to wash one’ s hands
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one bunch of flowers
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to be skilled
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to wipe off one’ s sweat
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Hife—ie #—ie —feAA

to pull him up to give a push to lift up
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verbal measure word) Colloquially represents a number of times something is done.

' (FILE %) B T—42
rall (41 H*‘ ) BT 4 made money (in the stock market)

#7 won twice (when playing cards)
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For a group of people.

— ¥ F 4 — 3 + £ — A/ FB2AI R A
one class of students one group of soldiers one group of people / young
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