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College for Criminal Law Science of Beijing Normal University

International Criminal Law Library of BNU

Preface

Since the late 1970s and early 1980s, Chinese government, to be in conformance
with the trend of progressive development of modern society, has put a special
emphasis on the construction and development of socialist legal system, besides firmly
adhering to the principal national policy of ‘reform and opening-up to the foreign
countries. Along with the gradual perfection of legislation and judicial practice, legal
science thrives and our country and society is stepping to the track of modern rule of
law, which further forcefully safeguards and facilitates the development and progress
of all fields such as economy. politics, culture and even the whole society. In the
course of social development and progress in China, our socialist legal system will
certainly play a more and more important role, which, however, is impossible without
the legal theory to pilot and drive. In other words, it is of significanqe of long-term
strategy to further reinforce legal science studies (including criminal jurisprudence
studies) , especially extrovert and international legal studies.

The College for Criminal Law Science of Beijing Normal University Chereinafter
The College), founded in August of 2005, is the first and, at present, the only
academic research organ in China specializing in criminal jurisprudence that is
independent and comprehensive entity and undertakes the mission of educating
postgraduates. Basing itself upon the situation of China, The College, in addition to
fully developing the studies on Chinese criminal law, specially establishes the Institute
for International Criminal Jurisprudence Studies, the Institute for Foreign Criminal
Law and the Institute for Comparative Criminal Law, which focuses on constructing
the basic theory of international criminal jurisprudence and researching the theoretic
and practical hot- topics and difficulties in current international criminal law. The main
force of international criminal jurisprudence staffed the College is the professors and
doctorate candidates thereof, besides those who are invited as fellow researchers or
[ellow professors such as [amous scholars and specialists engaging in criminal and
international law, foreign criminal law and comparative criminal law from the
prestigious universities and academic organizations home and abroad, judges from the

international criminal judicial agencies and famous scholars from UN and international
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academic research organizations, With respect to the international criminal
jurisprudence, the College opens the main academic fields for research including the
basic theory of international criminal jurisprudence, international crimes, international
criminal trial, and international judicial assistance in criminal matters and so on. The
College seeks to facilitate and thrive studies on the extrovert and international criminal
law through various channels and programs such as project researches, academic
workshops, academic exchange and cooperation with domestic and foreign specialists,
scholars and academic organs, so as to meet the requirements of strengthening criminal
legal construction in the course of reform and opening up to the foreign countries.

International Criminal Law Library of BNU, undertaking different missions from
Criminal Jurisprudence Library of BNU but supplementing each other, seeks to exploit
and deepen and thrive the academic researches on extrovert and international criminal
jurisprudence. With a broad understanding and including of international criminal law,
the library consists of the academic achievements by domestic and foreign specialists
and scholars on international criminal law, comparative criminal law, foreign criminal
law, comparative criminal procedure law and foreign criminal procedure law, which
may be of either special topics or general topics in a rather profound academic level, or
introduction or translations of foreign literatures and codifications with much value of
references, or research projects co-operated by domestic and foreign specialists.

As an ancient master said, “A huge tree grows from a tiny seedling; A nine-
storey tower begins with a pile of earth; A thousand-li journey begins with the first
step . ” “Grains of sand piled up make a pagoda; The finest fragments of fox fur, sewn
together, will make a robe. ” Through the program of library, we seek to accumulate
academic fruits and develop the international criminal jurisprudence and other extrovert
criminal jurisprudence, so as to make our contributions to the prosperity of rule of law

and progress of the society.

Prof. Zhao Bing-zhi
Dean of College for Criminal Law Science
Beijing Normal University

10th, December 2008
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