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Preface

It’s All About the Long Term

In a remote mountain in Texas, a group of workers
were employed to construct a giant clock on the
mountainside. The second hand of the clock will
move from one second mark to the next every year,
its century hand will move from one century mark to
the next every 100 years, and the clock will chime
only once every 1,000 years. People plan to construct
the giant clock in 6 years with the only goal that it will
tick for 10,000 years. Jeff Bezos, Amazon CEO, who
invests the “10,000 Year Clock”, thinks the clock is of
such great significance that he is willing to use $42

million on it, because it is about the “Long Term”.
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Bezos's vision has made him create and lead Amazon to become
one of the world’s technology giants. Although running a company
and a city are not of the same category, “long term vision” also has a

profound impact on a city’s development.

City Becomes Excellent for Long Term Vision

To look internationally, all first-class cities have their future guided
by vision, their actions inspired by dreams. In 2005, Chicago, USA,
which had previously guided its urban construction with the Burnham
Plan Centennial, once again directed its development by launching the
Greater Chicago Metropolitan Area 2040 Regional Framework Plan.
Melbourne’s metropolitan strategy Melbourne 2030 was conceived as
early as in 1999 . New York, one of the world’s largest cities, formulated
the Plan NYC 2030 in 2006 . There are also “Leipzig 2030”, “Hong
Kong 2030", “Beijing 2049”, “Shenzhen 2030".... Cities at home and
aboard have successively formulated their own long-term plans. It is
dreams that make cities great, Every city is promising as long as it has
dreams.

As a result, never before have people’s thoughts about the
future been so sensitive, complicated or pressing as they are today.
This also brings the word “future”, which seems a little distant to us,
unprecedentedly close up to our face. We have to keep our eyes wide

open to stare into the future intently. Guided by the China Dream,
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Wuhan, the largest city in Central China, given its profound glory in the
past and abundant opportunities of today, should plan and create a
future of its own. It was in this context that the 12th Congress of CPC
Wuhan Municipal Committee was held in late 2011, which condensed
the great hopes of Wuhan citizens into a common grand blueprint of
“Building National Central City and Rejuvenating the Grand Wuhan”.
The congress defined precisely the Wuhan City Spirit: Daring to be
Pioneers, Striving to be Excellent by pondering the past, the moment
and the future.

Those who have no long-term vision can not plan the present. As
reflected in the words of Mr. Ruan Chengfa, Standing Member of CPC
Hubei Provincial Committee and Secretary of CPC Wuhan Committee,
“We look into the distant 2049 now to clarify our missions for Wuhanese
of today to avoid wrong direction; to be aware of ‘what not to do’ to
avoid fatal damage from quick success and instant benefits, to know
“‘what to do” to avoid missing opportunities and becoming sinners of
history. We want our children and grandchildren to know what the
group of Wuhan builders who lived in the 2010s thought, wanted and
expected upon our great city.” Mr. Tang Liangzhi, Mayor of Wl;lh@n ever
said, “Wuhan 2049 demonstrates our city’s thoughts and passion,
ambition and aspiration, pursuits and responsibility. Every city planner
and builder must aim high and acquire a long-term perspective to plan

Wuhan in the national and global context. They shall not only give
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due consideration to city development for the next 36 years but also
for the next 50 or even 100 years.” These constructers and managers
in Wuhan with deep feelings for the city, historical responsibilities
toward the people, and strong and courageous sense of mission for
challenges, have depicted, with 10 million Wuhan citizens, a green,
livable, inclusive, efficient, and dynamic vision of “Wuhan 2049” .
Long-term vision stems from wisdom and awareness of
responsibility, as well as from confidence. This confidence is rooted in
the macro trend of the Rise of China, strategic opportunities like the
Rise of Central China, the advantage of natural resources, and the
tremendous change of a city and public recognition brought about by
pragmatic actions. We look forward to an excellent tomorrow shaped by

today’s vision.

Let History Remember Today
From November 28 to 30, 2013, the CPC Wuhan Committee and

Wuhan People’s Government held a “Wuhan 2049” special seminar to
collect the thoughts of leaders, the wisdom of experts, and the voices of
citizens, to unite strength of the entire city to march forward and grow.
During the three-day seminar, people of virtue and intelligence
gathered together to utter their minds freely. Guests like Professor
Saskia Sassen from the Committee on Global Thought at Columbia

University, President Li Xiaojiang of the China Academy of Urban
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Planning & Design, and Feng Tianyu, senior professor of humanities
and social sciences from Wuhan University made special reports,
sharing their enlightening thoughts. The three-day discussion witnessed
foresights and profound feelings. Mr. Ruan Chengfa, Secretary of CPC
Wuhan Committee inspired everyone with a speech about his thoughts
and expectations, reflecting his wisdom as a city administrator and his
ardent love for Wuhan. Mayor Tang Liangzhi delivered an informative
and profound conclusion, made a thorough analysis on a series of
issues, depicting a beautiful vision of Wuhan in 2049 with strong
sentiment. Many city leaders expressed their passionate visions for
the future as well. The three-day seminar aroused significant media
attention and became the hot topic among citizens. The seminar that
carries the Dream of Rejuvenating Grand Wuhan with the common
vision, happiness and responsibility of all Wuhanese has resonated the
whole city. The “Wuhan 2049” seminar was a collective brainstorming,
a feast of ideas, which will definitely be marked beautifully in Wuhan's
history and growth ring. ,

This book Wuhan 2049 is what the seminar imprinted for the city.
The book consists of eight chapters, each contains the expectations of
city leaders, professional views of experts and scholars at the seminar.

Wuhan 2049 is expected to be a historical witness to the endeavor
and planning 'that Wuhanese of this generation have made for the

future. This book will be presented to those people from all walks of life
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who bear great sentiment to the city as well as archived as an important
historical document. We are imagining someday in 2049, when people
walk into the archives to open the book, they will find the city before
their eyes is exactly as beautiful as or even better than what is pictured
in the book. Undoubtedly, we are no prophets to foresee decades
ahead precisely. What we can do is to exert the utmost to grasp the
future development trend based on our cognition at the time being. It
is difficult to avoid unintentional errors and mistakes. But the people
of latter generations will understand and correct them with greater
wisdom. Though the words and actions we make may be teased by the
following generations, we remain loyal to the city unswervingly.

As the enlightening words of General Secretary Xi Jinping goes:
“Sometimes all we need to do for something great is to have a good
blueprint in hand and stick to it thoroughly!” Drawing a “good blueprint”
is very difficult, while “sticking to it thoroughly” is even tougher. It
requires courage, sense of responsibility and determination to fulfill the
historical missions for the future. Tomorrow is full of possibilities, but
one thing is for sure: No planning, no future. No matter what we will
face, controversy or doubts, we must always call for strengths of all
parties with strategic resolution to create jointly the brighter future of
Grand Wuhan.
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Avant-propos

Tout ce qui concerne le long terme

Dans une montagne reculée du Texas, un groupe d'ouvriers est
engagé dans la construction d'une horloge géante, dont l'aiguille des
secondes ne bougera qu'une fois par an, l'indicateur des millénaires
qu'une fois par centaine d'années, et un coucou en sortira seulement
a chaque nouveau millénaire. Sa construction est prévue pour durer 6
ans, tout cela dans un objectif unique : cette derniére est prévue pour
durer 10.000 ans. Pour Jeffrey Bezos, PDG d’Amazon, qui a investi
42 millions de dollars américains pour la financer, cette horloge joue

un réle particulier, car elle symbolise I'importance du « long terme ».
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«La prévoyance» de Mr. Bezos lui a permis de créer Amazon
et de I'élever au rang mondial des géants des technologiques.
Bien que les moyens et les stratégies destinés a la gestion
d’'une entreprise ne soient pas les mémes que ceux a
destination de 'aménagement urbain, «la prévoyance» est un

élément autant important pour les deux.

La prospérité d'une ville dépend de la vision a
long terme

Dans le monde entier, toutes les grandes métropoles
prévoient I'avenir par des visions a long terme, et se basent
sur des réves pour agir. Chicago, aux Etats-Unis, par exemple,
oriente sa construction urbaine selon une «planification
centenaire», et a mis en application depuis 2005 le plan
régional métropolitain de Chicago nommé « GO TO 2040 ».
Melbourne, en Australie, a adopté depuis 1999 la stratégie «
Melbourne 2030 ». New York, la plus grande métropole du
monde a élaboré en 2006 son plan de développement a I
horizon de 2030. « Leipzig 2030 », « Hong Kong 2030 », «
Beijing 2049 », « Shenzhen 2030 »..., la prospérité d'une ville
dépende des bon réves, qui a un bon réve, qui réussira.

C’est pourquoi, jamais auparavant n'avions nous envisagé
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notre avenir avec tant de sensibilité, de complexité et de
sens de l'urgence qu’aujourd’hui. Ce terme d'avenir qui
semblait autrefois si lointain nous est apparu droit devant,
face a face, presque front contre front.. Cette proximité nous
oblige a ouvrir grand nos deux yeux pour scruter cet avenir.
Il semble alors logique que Wuhan, la plus grande métropole
du centre de la Chine, rayonnante d'une brillante histoire et
débordante d'opportunités, planifie et crée son propre avenir
en suivant I'égide du « réve chinois ». A travers la 12éme
Assemblée générale des représentants des membres du
Parti Communiste Chinois de Wuhan, un projet a l'image vif
désir commun des citoyens de Wuhan : « Renaissance de
Wuhan, pour une grande métropole au cceur de la Chine »,
prenant en compte I'histoire de la ville tout en le liant a son
futur développement, permettant de forger un esprit : « les
prémisses du courage dans la recherche de I'excellence ».

Qui ne projette pas son avenir n'est pas capable de résoudre
ses problémes actuels. M. RUAN Chengfa, membre
permanent du Comité du Parti communiste de la province du
Hubei, Secrétaire du Comité du Parti communiste de Wuhan
a formulé : Nous envisageons 'avenir de Wuhan en 2049,

afin de permettre a ses habitants de comprendre I'objectif de
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développement de leur ville afin d'éviter toute impasse. Nous
sommes tenus de rendre compte de ce que nous ne devons
pas faire et en particulier concemant les effets négatifs de la
recherche de bénéfices sur le court terme, et des avantages
immeédiats mais peu durables, ainsi que de ce que nous
devons faire pour ne pas rater le train du développement,
nous rendant par conséquence coupables devant ['histoire.
Nous voudrions que notre descendance comprenne
complétement ce que les constructeurs des années 2010
congoivent, réflechissent et envisagent pour cette ville
grandiose. M. TANG Liangzhi, Maire de Wuhan a indiqué
: le plan de Wuhan 2049 fait preuve d'un enthousiasme, d’
un idéal, des ambitions, et de I'assurance envers notre ville.
Chaque personne intéressée, en qualité de planificateur ou
constructeur, doit avoir de hautes visées et des prévoyances.
Ces personnes doivent élaborer les projets de Wuhan dans
la configuration de développement a I'échelle nationale et
internationale, en prenant considération I'avenir de la ville non
seulement dans 36 ans, mais aussi dans 50 ans méme 100
ans. Par profond égard envers les habitants de Wuhan ainsi
que dans la conscience et I'assurance des responsabilités

historiques qui sont endossées, les personnes en charge de
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la construction et la gestion de la ville ont développé pour
10 millions d'habitants les perspectives de Wuhan en 2049,
qui sera caractérisée par son environnement écologique,
ses installations favorables a I'habitation, sa tolérance, son
efficacité et sa vitalité.

La prévoyance est issue de l'intelligence et de la
responsabilité, du sens des responsabilités, mais également
de la confiance. Cette confiance venant de I'€mergence de la
Chine et des opportunités stratégiques apparues, résultant de
I'éveil du centre du pays des avantages en ressources et des
changements considérables survenus sous ['effet d'opérations
d’aménagement réelles reconnues par les citadins. Nous
désirons que les projets élaborés aujourd’hui permettent de

créer la spendeur de demain

Gravons I'aujourd’hui dans l'histoire

Du 28 au 30 novembre 2013, un colloque spécial prenant
le titre de « Wuhan 2049 » a été organisé par le Comité du
Parti communiste de Wuhan et le gouvernement municipal
de Wuhan. Pendant ce colloque, les dirigeants ont présenté
leurs idées, les spécialistes concernés ont partagé leurs

propositions, les habitants ont exprimé leurs vives aspirations.
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