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Legend has it that long long ago in China there lived eight
immortals. They were Tieguai Li, Han Zhongli, Lii Dongbin, Cao
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Guojiu, Zhang Guolao, Han Xiangzi, Lan Caihe, and He Xiangu. Each
of them owned a magic charm: Tieguai Li had an iron walking stick
and a gourd, Han Zhongli had a palm-leaf fan, Zhang Guolao had a
donkey, Lii Dongbin had a long sword, He Xiangu had a lotus flower,
Han Xiangzi had a flute, Cao Guojiu had a jade plate, and Lan Caihe
had a flower basket. All these charms were magical. The Chinese
saying “the Eight Immortals cross the sea, each showing his or her
special skill” originated from the stories of these Eight Immortals.
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One day, the Eight Immortals went to a drinks
party in the Penglai Pavilion by the sea. During the
party, Tieguai Li suggested, “Nearby there lays three
holy mountains, the Penglai, Fangzhang, and Yingzhou.
After the party, why don’t we visit them and enjoy their
beauty?” “A good idea,” they all agreed. So, Lii Dongbin
came forward and said, “Since we are all immortals, just
going there by riding on the clouds will not show our true
worth. Why don’t we prove our prowess and go there
by walking on the waves?” “No problem,” the others all

agreed.
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Tieguai Li was the first to set out. He threw his gourd into
the sea, where it grew huge in size and floated on the surface; he
jumped on it and it carried him toward the opposite bank.

Seeing this, Han Zhongli followed him immediately. He
threw his palm-leaf fan into the sea. And, like a big rush mat, the

fan carried him forward, freely to the other side.
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He Xiangu threw her lotus flower into the sea. Immediately,
it blossomed with brilliance. She stood gracefully in its middle and
it moved forward as if it were a boat.

Lii Dongbin hated to show the white feather. He threw his
sword into the sea. It flashed in silver, instantly turning into a blue

dragon, carrying Lii across the roaring sea.
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In a leisurely manner, Zhang Guolao sat backwards on
his donkey, and the animal slowly made its way into the sea.
Everybody was shocked and surprised that the donkey could swim
so well.

Meanwhile, Lan Caihe threw his flower basket into the sea,
where it immiediately turned into a boat filled with flowers. He
simply boarded the boat, and it began to move forward comfortably

across the water.
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Han Xiangzi grew anxious; putting his precious flute in the
sea, it too turned into a boat, which carried him away.

Cao Guojiu was careful to keep a level head. Without hurrying,
he untied his belt and took it in one hand. Surprisingly, the seawater
parted to create a path for him, because on his belt there was a
magic rhinoceros horn that held power over water.

Using their respective powers, the immortals continued their

leisurely journey across the sea. But they weren’t to know that, very

soon, trouble lay ahead.







