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Preface

——Establishment of Quality Assurance System Should
be the Focus of Reforms in Chinese-Foreign Co-
operation in Running Schools

444

To establish a quality assurance system should be the focus of all-
round reforms in Chinese-Foreign cooperation in running schools.It is not
only an important guideline at the new developing stage but also an ob-
jective requirement of the long-term development.It has been approved
that Chinese-Foreign cooperation in education would not exist or develop
healthily if its quality was not improved. Without enhancing quality, we
would not manage to “promote reforms by opening up”, we would not
manage to promote principle development and management system inno-
vation,and we would not manage to train more talents with international
views to work for national and local development.

The national education departments attach great importance to qual-
ity of Chinese-Foreign cooperation in running schools.In order to imple-
ment guidelines illustrated in the Third Plenary Session of eighteenth
Central Committee, to deepen reforms in education, to enhance opening
up in education,to strengthen achievements in cooperation in education,
to promote its quality and level and to deal with the problems like poor
quality and profit-driven motivation, China’s Ministry of Education is-
sued MOE's Opinions on How to Promote Quality Assurance in Chinese-
Foreign Cooperation in Higher Education on December 18th of 2013.
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Preface

This policy-based document will be an important guideline for Chinese-
Foreign cooperation in education for now and the near future. And the
key is how to implement it in the reality with an aim to improve the qual-
ity.

Xiamen University's Research Center for Chinese-Foreign Coopera-
tion in Running Schools will publish a series of books on Quality Assur-
ance o f Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools.The first book
is Research on Legal Issues in Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running
Schools » which is written by Mr.Chen Dali.Mr.Hao Ping,deputy director
of MOE of China,wrote the preface for it, pointing out, “On the Third
Plenary Session of eighteenth Central Committee, Chinese government
made a strategy on education reforms,clariflying the direction of manage-
ment system in Chinese-Foreign cooperation in running schools. The gov-
ernment will push the reforms and the universities will be in charge of it.
In higher education, China encourages cooperation in majors that are
new,rare and weak.Key Universities listed in 985" and ‘211’ projects
are supposed to develop high-quality cooperative programs with an aim
to establish high-level universities. Through the deepening of reforms in
Chinese-Foreign cooperation in running schools, we will hopefully do a
better job in its structure optimization,reasonable layout,evaluation and
accreditation systems as well as establishment of a quality supervision
and information platform so that it will make more contributions to na-
tional and local economic and social development.”

The quality assurance development of Chinese-Foreign cooperation
in education has entered a critical stage.lf we want to win this game,in-
stead of focusing on partial reforming which was the old way.we should
launch all-round reforms.It will cover various areas,like educational con-
cept and ideas. international horizon. related laws and regulations, gov-
ernment policies, talent-training goals, training patterns that especially
include majors.curriculum,teaching methods and operating systems and

so onslayout adjustment.internal and external management systems.and
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faculty development, etc. It is a complicated project that takes a lot of
work ,including top-level design.theoretical study and practical efforts.

Since the Outline o f the National Plan for Medium and Long-Term
Education Reform and Development (2010—2020) was issued and imple-
mented. researches on Chinese-Foreign cooperation in running schools
has been attached more importance. Administrators from national and lo-
cal education departments as well as from universities and cooperative in-
stitutes and programs have gradually realized that:its sustainable devel-
opment depends on changes in researches and mindset;its policy-making
requires strong theory support; questions and doubts that students and
parents might have on Chinese-Foreign cooperation in education need to
be answered by professionals; misunderstandings on it should be
changed;scholars and researchers are supposed to have the say and lead
the media and the society to the right way.With strong support from dif-
ferent areas, researches on Chinese-Foreign cooperation in running
schools have been developing rapidly. We have achieved a lot of accom-
plishments on some basic. [rontier and strategic projects. Those scientif-
icsdemonstrative and feasible research results have provided important
reference and guide for policy-makers and cooperative institutes and pro-
grams.

Xiamen University's Research Center of Chinese-Foreign Coopera-
tion in Running Schools (originally called Xiamen University-The Uni-
versity of Hong Kong Joint Research Center of Chinese-Foreign Cooper-
ation in Running Schools) ,the first institute in China that focuses on re-
search of Chinese-Foreign cooperation in running schools,was set up on
March 19th,2010.0On March 15th of 2013, MOE’s Research Base for Chi-
nese-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools.an important platform for
theory study and policy consultancy was officially settled down in Xia-
men University’'s Research Center of Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in
Running Schools. On December 8th of 2013, its International Advisory

Board was established.Qu Zhenyuan, president of Chinese Association of
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Preface

Higher Education.is the chairman of the Board:Pan Maoyuan.advisor to
Chinese Association of Higher Education,is the honorary chairman of
the Board.There are 17 board members who are from education depart-
ments. universities and cooperative institutes and programs. including:
Bai Zhangde.former director of Chinese Service Center for Scholarly Ex-
change; Huang Hongwu.deputy director of Education Department of Fu-
jian Province; Yuan Lingnan.deputy director of Education Department of
Hainan Province; Yuan Xinwen.deputy director of Political and Cultural
Department of People Daily; Yu Lizhong,president of New York Univer-
sity Shanghai; Kaiming Cheng.senior advisor to the vice-chancellor at the
University of Hong Kong; Ruth Hayhoe.professor of OISE in University
of Toronto; Gerard A. Postiglione. vice dean of education institute of
Hong Kong University.

The center is operating under the leadership of Xiamen University
and the Institute of Education International as well as Cooperation and
Exchanges Department of the MOE.By focusing on academic researches.,
it aims at providing consultation to the government as well as serving the
people and the society.It integrates the strength of the Education Institu-
te of Xiamen University’'s several PH.D doctorate programs (in areas of
Higher Education. Education History, Education Economy and Manage-
ment and Comparative Education) and post-doctoral programs.It oper-
ates in a flexible and open-minded way with international views.It under-
takes research projects of national-level, ministerial-level and provincial-
level as well as cooperative institutions and programs;it provides con-
sulting service to national, provincial and municipal education adminis-
tration department of higher education, universities. cooperative institu-
tions and programs;it provides post-graduate.doctorate and post-doctor-
ate programs in Chinese-Foreign cooperation in running schools; it or-
ganizes an annual conference every year;it serves the society.On Septem-
ber 5th of 2013.the Information Office of Ministry of Education held a

press conference with a theme on Chinese-Foreign cooperation in running
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schools.It points out:*Xiamen University’s Research Center of Chinese-
Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools,as MOE’s Research Base and
an important platform for theory study and policy consultancy.plays an
important role in providing consultation to the government as well as
serving the people and the society.”

We are convinced that the spring of research on Chinese-Foreign co-
operation in running schools is coming.It is because education adminis-
trators and scholars positively adjust to the deepening of opening up in
education and try to meet the demand of internationalization. But of
course s there are still some challenges we might encounter,especially at a
new stage that high quality matters. Therefore. our researchers have to
take more responsibilities to push the all-round reforms and improve its
quality.

Before this series.the center has published a series of books,inclu-
ding: Research on Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools in
Higher Education s Discipline of Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Run-
ning Schools .Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools : Policy ,
Management and Quality Assurance, Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in
Running Schools and Development of High-level Universities , China's
Education and Society Con Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running
Schools) . Tradition and Changes and so on.Based on the practice of edu-
cational reform and development in China.the center stands at the fron-
tier of world higher education research.It actively gets involved in nation-
al overall plan and development strategy of Chinese-Foreign cooperation
in running schools, strengthening international exchanges and coopera-
tion.It promotes Chinese-Foreign cooperation in running schools by put-
ting the theories into practice. providing sound policy consulting service
and training a large group of innovative talents with high quality in the
practice of running cooperative schools, thus making its own contribu-
tions to sustainable development of this course.

With support from various areas, Xiamen University's Research

10 w



Preface

Center of Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools co-works
with Xiamen University Press to publish a series of books on Quality As-
surance System of Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Education. Apart from
publishing annual conference proceedings, we would also like to collect
articles written by scholars,teachers,students and education administra-
tors who are interested in this field. The editing team will choose from
them and thus publish several books. We plan to do this for a couple of
years,

We sincerely hope that these books will become a database for na-
tional and local education departments. universities and other education
institutes as well as cooperative institutes and programs. We sincerely
hope these books will become a think tank for policy makers. We sincere-
ly hope these books will become a library for all of those who pay close
attention to the cause of Chinese-Foreign cooperation in running schools.

These books are far from perfect. Any comments and suggestions

are welcomed. Thank you!

Xiamen University's Research Center
for Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools

March 19.2014
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