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Preface

In March of 2014, President Xi Jinping pointed out in his speech delivered in the headquarters of
UNESCO, “Having gone through over 5000 years of vicissitudes, the Chinese civilization has always kept
to its original root. Unique in representing China spiritually, it contains some most profound pursuits of the
Chinese nation and provides it with abundant nourishment for existence and development.” The Chinese
traditional culture is just like trickling water irrigating and nurturing the spiritual realm of Chinese people.
In the long and splendid picture of Chinese cultural history, the contributions of great thinkers are the most
glorious chapter.

The wisdom and philosophies of these great thinkers crystallized culture, philosophy and art in our
Chinese civilization: Confucian “benevolence™, Mohist “universal love™, Taoist “modeling itself after
Nature” and the military teaching about “attaining victory in war without fighting” are still holding the
stage. These fascinating thoughts constitute the cornerstones of an ideal world Chinese people dream of
having. These spiritual assets not only belong to Chinese people but also constitute an integral part of the
world civilization.

As an important window in modern times, Shanghai has assumed a mission to demonstrate the
brilliance of Chinese culture. To construct a dynamic international cultural metropolis and to promote
Chinese culture to the world, Shanghai needs a mind so open to the entire country and entire world and a
mind so tolerant as the vast ocean admitting hundreds of rivers.

The Pictorial Biographies of Great Thinkers supported by the State Council Information Office
and Information Office of Shanghai Municipality is a close cooperation between Information Office
of Shandong Provincial People’s Government and Information Office of Henan Provincial People’s
Government. This series in Chinese painting style simplified the complicated history into simple stories
revealing the beauty of human nature and artistic creation. The ink painting presented vividly the
personalities of great thinkers, attracting readers to explore their great thoughts and ideas. The pictorial
biographies helped open the door of Chinese traditional culture to the world, and this attempt also
provided a new carrier and channel for cultural exchange.

The brilliant Chinese culture is fascinating. Like the pursuit for reason, freedom and beauty in
ancient Greek humanism, the legacy from these great thinkers is also the cultural assets shared by all the
humanities. It is hoped that readers can embark on a journey to explore traditional Chinese culture through
reading these books.

September 2014
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Editor’s Note

As a representative figure of Taoism during the Warring States Period, Zhuangzi lived quite a simple life.

While comparing with his poverty and hardship, Zhuangzi created a rich and romantic spiritual world. Zhuangzi
was extremely good at conveying his philosophical ideas through some artistic images. In his spiritual world, man
can become a butterfly, and he can talk with ghost. His message is delivered through this weird, impossible world.
Zhuangzi lets readers get to know his ideas through his daily life. The artist Zhao Mingjun has a solid foundation and
rich experience in picture-story book painting and traditional Chinese painting, and he is very particular about coloring
and lines. He highlighted Zhuangzi’s spiritual world with bright colors and delineated his simple life with dark colors,
thus establishing a sharp contrast between an imagined world and a harsh reality. To represent Zhuangzi’s free spirit
and humorous language, some portrayals are exaggerated to add fun. The artist also sketched some strange birds and
beasts. In his artistic conception with ink, readers can embark on a journey to Zhuangzi’s fantasy world.
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The free and unfettered Zhuangzi
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Little is known about Zhuangzi, the great
thinker named Zhuang Zhou:his birth, his life

and his mentors. Everything about Zhuangzi is
shrouded in mystery. According to Zhuangzi and
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Records of the Grand Historian, it is inferred
that he was born in the State of Song during the
Warring States Period, and he was contemporary
with Duke Hui of Wei and Duke Xuan of Qi.

#FFBaREREZE | ()3



m\

OEBEE%RE
Zhuang Zhou's butterfly dream
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The Warring States Period witnessed a great number of
states competing for hegemony, and hundreds of schools of

thoughts contending for attention. However, Zhuangzi, like 2
recluse, had always kept himself aloof from the competiuon,
and indulged himself in his butterfly dream. He once dreamed
that he became a butterfly. fluttering here and there. Suddenly
he woke up; but he did not know now whether he was Zhuangzi
who dreamed of transforming into a butterfly, or a butterfly that
dreamed of transforming into Zhuangzi.
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Strange dreams
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In Zhuangzi, there are stories about a huge bird called Peng

soaring as high as 90 thousand // in the sky, and a short-sighted
small bird; there are also stories about fights on the feelers of a
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snail, and a dragon looking after a luminous pearl at the bottom

of the sea. Apart from the poetic butterfly dream, there are also
strange dreams of skulls.
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Meeting a skull
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One day, Zhuangzi saw a skull on his way to the State of
Chu. He went up and asked, “What made you suffer punishment

FUEWE? "HEEANE T R AL COR L I T .

and lie unburied on the roadside? "The skull said nothing.
Zhuangzi then slept with the skull under his head.
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