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Abstract

Japan and Russia are two major powerful countries surrounding China. The
position of Russia is very important for China in the China-Japan-Russia trilateral
relations. Through the study of the Russian government’ s decision-making before
the Russo-Japanese War, we can explore the historical roots of different views on
China-Japan-Russia relations within the Russian government, that also has some
reference for today. From the historical point of view, as early as the Sino-Japa-
nese War, tsarist Russia had faced with difficult choices: “Joint Japan to weaken
China” , “Joint China against Japan”, “Passively watching the situation”. After
weighing the pros and cons, ambitious tsarist Russian government ultimately decid-
ed to progressively implement the monopoly program to occupy Northeast China in
the name of “Joint China against Japan”, that led to the Russo-Japanese long-
standing conflict in the Far East and China’ s substantial damage due to the com-
petition between the two countries.

This dissertation is divided into four chapters. Citing the latest historical docu-
ments and analysing through multiple angles, it can help us to better understand a
series of decision-making by the Russian decision-making group during this signifi-
cant historical period, the influencing factors and lessons drawn from them.

The first chapter mainly discusses three major decisions on the Far Eastern
problem made by the Russian government during the decade from the Sino-Japa-

nese War to the Russo-Japanese War: the decision-making on Japanese issue a-
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round the Sino-Japanese War (1894 —1895) , the decision-making on the ice-free
port in the Far East (1897 - 1898), the decision-making on the evacuation of
Manchuria (1900 —1903). Within the process of these three major decisions by
Russian government, there was a serious disagreement. Supporters of each deci-
sion emphasized that their plan can maximize the benefits of Russia, that their plan
is the best choice for Russia. In the opinion of the author, the Russian govern-
ment’ s final decision is not in the long-term and practical interests of Russia, and
that had brought Russia into a war with Japan without adequate military prepara-
tion.

The second chapter covers analysis and comments on the Russian govern-
ment’ s pre-war decision-making from the perspective of intelligence. According to
the latest relevant historical documents of the intelligence on Japan, the Russian
government did not “misunderstand the military situation in Japan” ,and was very
clear about the internal tension. Regardless of the weak strength against Japan in
the Far East, the Russian government arrogantly attempted to “stop the revolution
with the victory of a small-scale war”. We think that, domestic reforms to resolve
the internal contradiction is the primary task of the Russian government, temporari-
ly abandoning the aggressive intentions to Northeast China and North Korea is more
in line with the long-term interests of Russia.

The third chapter concentrates mainly on analysis of Russia’s defect in poli-
cy-making before the Russo-Japanese War from the perspective of long-term strate-
gy and global strategy. Since the early 1890s, the Russian government had begun
to implement policies to vigorously promote economic and industrial development,
while the fiscal budget of the non-profit sectors, such as the departments of the Ar-
my and the Navy,remained strictly limited. However, from the late 19th century to
the early 20th century, Russia had implemented aggressive plans in both east and
west lines (the Black Sea region and the Far East region), which had caused a
significant discrepance between economic and military development. Without ade-
quate military strength, Russia’s aggressive foreign policy is bound to fail. In addi-

tion, Russia’s huge aggressive plan in the Far East lacked not only relevant eco-
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nomic and military strength, but also necessary support from the allies. For the
sake of preserving their own interests in Northeast Asia, England, America and
other western powers had decided to support Japan in order to balance Russia,
while the Russo-France alliance waslimited to the fight against Germany in Europe,
and this left Russia diplomatically isolated in the Far East.

The fourth chapter covers discussions on the internal factional differences of
the Russian government before the Russo-Japanese War from the perspective of the
impact of Russian factional strife on decision-making. At the beginning of the en-
thronement of Czar Nicholas II, the Minister of Finance S. Y. Witte had a tran-
scendent status over other ministers in the Russian government,many policies were
formulated in accordance with Witte’ s views. However, in the matter of the lease
of Port Arthur and Dalny, there began a discrepancy of “two policy routes” within
the Russian government, and these two different opinions were mixed with factional
strife between the Minister of Foreign affairs M. N. Muravyov and the Minister of
Finance S. Y. Witte. Since then, a “Bezobrazov clique” had gradually taken
form inside the Russian government, and it had done a lot of accusations and criti-
cisms to the various policies advocated by S. Y. Witte. On the issue of Far East,
the favor of the Czar had increasingly been obtained by “ Bezobrazov clique” ,
whose “new policy” in the Far East gradually had dragged the Russo-Japanese ne-
gotiations into a dead end, and eventually led to the Russo-Japanese War.

The content of this dissertation covers Russia’s internal affairs, diplomacy,
military affairs and the other fields. On the basis of widely reading literatures in
Russian, English, Japanese, Chinese etc. ,the author seeks to take into account a
broad range of issues on Russian Far Eastern policy before the Russo-Japanese War
so as to make some benefits and complements to the researches in the fields of De-
cision-making, Intelligence and Strategy, which are related to the study of Interna-

tional Relations.



Pesiome

SInonuss u Poccus ABIAIOTCA NByMs OCHOBHBIMU MOIIHBIMHM CTPaHaMH,
okpyxamomumu Kurait. Ilosunus Poccun ouenp BakHa i Kuras B KuTaiicko-
ATIOHCKO-PYCCKUX TPEXCTOPOHHMX OTHOLIEHMsAX. Yepes H3yyeHHWe NIPHHATHUSA
pellleHuiT TpaBUTENbCTBa Poccum mo Pyccko-siIMOHCKOM BOWHBI, Mbl CMOXKEM
HCCNIeNIOBaTh UCTOPHYECKHE KOPHM Pas/IMYHBIX B3IJIANOB Ha KUTAHCKO-ATIOHCKO-
PYCCKHE OTHOIIEHUsA B IpaBUTEIbCTBE PoccuM, YTO TakyKe MMeET OIpe/e/IeHHbIH
MOYYUTE/IbHBIA CMBICI Ha cerofHs. C HMCTOpMYECKOH TOYKM 3PEHMs, YK€ BO
BpeMs Kuraiicko-AmoHCKOM BOWMHBI, Lapckasg Poccus cronkHynach ¢ TpygHBIM
BbI6opoM : “ CoBmecTHO ¢ Snonueit ocnabuts Kurait” , “ CoBmectno ¢ Kuraem
npotus Snonun” , “IlaccuBHO cneauTh 3a cuTyanmeii . BapecuB Bce rumockl u
MHHYChI, aMOHMIIMO3HOE IIaPCKOe IIPAaBHTEIbCTBO POCCHMM B KOHEYHOM WTOTE
PelIWIO TIOCTENIEHHO OCYLIEeCTBUTh MOHOIOJIBHYIO IIPOTPaMMy OKKYTIAI[MU
CeBepo-Bocrounoro Kuras Bo ums “ ComectHo ¢ Kuraem mpotus fAnonuu” ,
YTO NIPHUBEIO K JIOJTOCPOYHOMY PYCCKO-ANOHCKOMY KOHGmuKTy Ha [asbHeM
Bocroke u cymecrBerHoMy ymep6y Kuras B pesynbraTe KOHKYPEHLIMH MEXIY
9THUMH JBYMsl CTPaHaMH.

dTa AMccepTalUA COCTOMT M3 dYeThipex IaB. CChUIAsiCh Ha IOCAEIHUX
HMCTOPUYECKHMX JIOKYMEHTOB M aHA/IM3UPYSACH IIO]] PasHBIMHM YIJIAMH, OHa MOYKET
[IOMOYb HaM IOJy4Ylle IIOHATh pAJ pelleHHi, IPUHATBIX PYCCKUM KpPYroM
NPUHATHS PELIeHHA B OTOM 3HAYUTENbHBIM MCTOPMYECKMII NepHOd, M

B/IMAIOIIIHE HA HUX Cl)aKTOPbI, W HU3B/JIEYEHHBIEC YPOKU U3 HHUX.
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B nepBoii rnaBe, B Te4eHHE MECATH JIET C KuTaiicko-AImoHCKOW BOMHBI 10
PyCccKO-AIIOHCKON BOWMHBI, IPAaBUTEIbCTBO POCCMM IPMHANIO TPU OCHOBHBIX
pelenus o JabHEBOCTOYHON Mpo6ieMe: pellleHne TI0 AMNOHCKOM mpobiemMe BO
Bpemsa  Kuraiicko-smonckoit  Boituer (1894 — 1895 ), pemenne o
HesamepsaiomeM nopte Ha JlanbHem Bocroke (1897 — 1898 ), pewenne 06
sBakyauuu u3 Maupwxypuu (1900 —1903). B npouecce nmpuHsHHsA 3THX Tpex
OCHOBHBIX PeIlIeHHI1, BHYTPUH NPaBUTEIbCTBA POCCHHU CyIlecTBOBAIO Cepbe3HOe
PacxXo’K/ileHHe BO MHEHMSIX, CTOPOHHMKM Ka)KIOTO0 M3 KOTOPBIX IOMYePKMBAIHA
4TO, CBOSI TIPOTPaMMa CMOXKeT NpHHecTH Poccuu MakcumanbHyio Bbiromy. Ilo
MHEHHMIO  aBTOpa, KOHEYHOe  pellleHHWe IpaBuUTeIbcTBA  Poccuu  He
COOTBETCTBOBA/IO JOITOCPOYHBIM M MPAaKTHYECKUM MHTepecaM Poccuu u mpuseno
Poccuto B BoitHY ¢ SIroHMelt B CIydae HeOCTaTOYHOM MOJATOTOBKH.

Bo BTOpoO# I71aBe, MBI B OCHOBHOM JIe/laéM aHA/JM3bl M KOMMEHTapHUU II0
JIOBOEHHOMY PeILIeHHIO IIPaBUTEIbCTBA POCCMM C TOYKM 3pEeHHUSl OBJIAJIeHMs
pa3Be/bIBATE/IbHBIX JAHHBIX. 110 MOC/IEHHM COOTBETCTBYIOIIMM HMCTOPHYECKHM
JIOKYyMEHTaM O pa3BeJiKe Ha SIIOHUIO, MpaBUTENbCTBO POccHM, YeTKO 3HaIOIIee
CBOe BHYTPEHHee HAIpsDKeHHe, OTHIONb He OBbUIO B COCTOSIHMM ~ He MOHHUMATh
BOEHHOI cuTyaunu B Slnornn” . HecMoTps Ha cnabble cuibl poTHB SIoHMM Ha
Janmeaem Bocroke, mpaBUTenbcTBO POCCHMM HafMEHHO IIBITANIOCH * YAEP)KaTh
Poccuio OT peBomOLMM ~ NP WCTIONb30BAHMM — MaIEHbKOH MOOGEIOHOCHOM
BOWHBI . Ml cuMTaeM, 9YTO BHYTpeHHssi pedopMa K PEIIEHHIO CBOEro
BHYTPEHHETO IPOTHBOpPEYHUs] SIBJISIETCSI OCHOBHOM 3ajia4yeil IIPaBHUTEIbCTBA
Poccunu, M BpeMeHHOe OTKasaHHe OT arpecCHBHOro HamepeHus B CeBepo-
Bocrounom Kwurae u Cepepnoit Kopee O6buio 6osee B COOTBETCTBHH C
JONTOCPOYHBIMU MHTepecaMu Poccum.

B Tperpeit rnaBe, MBI B OCHOBHOM aHQIM3UPyeM OLUMOKHM BHEIIHEH
noMUTHKH Poccun 10 Pyccko-ANMOHCKOM BOMHBI C TOYKH 3PEHHs JOITOCPOYHOM
crpareru u rno6anbHOM crpaternu. C Havama 1890-x romos, mpaBuTeNBCTBO
Poccun mpUCTynUIo K OCyIIeCTBIEHHMIO IOJIUTHKH aKTUBHOTO COMIEHCTBOBAaHHS

9KOHOMHYECKOTO W TIPOMBIIIIEHHOIO Pa3BUTUSA, OT KOTOPOro 6611 CTpOro
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orpaHuYeH (UCKAIbHBIA OIOIKeT TAaKMX HEKOMMEpPYECKHX CeKTOPOB, Kak
BOEHHOE M BOEHHO-MOPCKOe MUHMCTepcTBa. TeMm He menee, ¢ koHma XIX Beka
no nagana XX Beka Poccusi ocyiiecTBiia arpecCMBHbBIE IUIAHBI M HA BOCTOYHOM M
Ha samanHom ¢pounre ( Jlanbuuit Boctok u YepHOMOPCKMI PErMoH ), H3-3a
3TOTO IIPOM3OLIIO CEPbEe3HOE PACXOXKIEHHE MEXIY 9KOHOMYECKHM pPa3BUTHEM H
pa3BUTHEM BOeHHO# cwibl. [IpM OTCYTCTBMM CH/IbHOI BOEHHOM OCHOBBI,
arpeccHBHasi BHELUHsisl INOMMTHKA Poccum 6puta obpeuena Ha mpoBan. Kpome
TOTO, OTPOMHBII arpecCHMBHBIN IUIaH, ocyllecTBiasemblii Poccueit Ha [lanpHeM
Bocroke, He TO/IBLKO He ¥Me/l 3KOHOMMYECKYIO W BOEHHYI0 0asbl, HO M
HAXOAWICS B OTCYTCTBHM HEOOXOIMMOM TIONNEPKKHU COIO3HMUKOB. Jlnsa Toro,
4TOOBI mopiep>kath cBou uHTepechl B Cepepo-Bocrounoit Asum, Bpuranus,
CHIA m pgpyrue 3samajiHble [ep)KaBbl peIIWIM NojaepXaTth SmnoHuio u
cbamancupoBats Poccuio, a Torma Pyccko-paHIy3cKHil albgHC OTPaHHYMBAICS
6opnboit nporuB I'epmanuu B EBpome, u Poccusa okasamach B ITOTHOM
IMIVIOMaTHYeCKON u3oysauuu Ha JlanbHem Bocroke.

B uyerBeproii rnaBe, C TOYKM 3peHMs] BIUSHUSA PYCCKOM (PpaKIMOHHOIM
60ppObl Ha TPHUHATHE pELIeHUI, Mbl IJIABHBIM 00pa3oM aHa/JIU3UpyeM
¢dpakmonHoe pasHOrIacMe BHYTPM TpaBHTenbcTBa Poccuu mepen Pyccko-
ATIOHCKOI BOiHOM. B Hawase Bouapenuss Hukonas II, munucrp dunancos C.
IO. Butre, ommMyasck OT JPYyrMX MHUHHUCTPOB B IIpaBUTeNbCTBe Poccuu,
3aHMMa/  TPAaHCHEHIEHTHBI  CTaTyc, W  MHOIME€  IOJMTUKH  ObUIH
copmyMpOBaHEI B COOTBETCTBUHM C €ro MHeHHeM. TeM He MeHee, 06 apeHpe
pationa ITopr-Apryp u Ilopr-JlasbHuii, B npaBuTenbcTBe PoccuM BBIIUIO Ha
CBET pasaMype ' JBYX MaplIpPyTOB IOJUTUKH , U 3TO PACXOKIEHUE BO MHEHHUAX
6bUTO CMEIIAHO C MEXI0ycOOHOIM 60pbO0i MeXIy MHHUCTPOM HHOCTPAHHBIX
nen M. H. MypasbeBbiM u Muauctpom ¢unancos C. 0. Burre. C Tex mop B
npaBuTenbcTBe Poccun mocrenenno dpopmuposanack  Besob6pasosckas xmka”
KOTOpass MHOTO KPUTHMKOBA/Id pas/JIMYHble MOMUTHKH, mnoppepxxanusie C. IO.
Burre. Ilo Bompocam [lambHero Bocroka, ““Beso6pasoBckas kmuka” Bce warie

103/1b30Ba/Iach 6/IATOCKJIOHHOCTBIO 1apsi, U  HoBas moimTHKa’ 3TOH KIMKH Ha



Pesiome

HanbHeM BocToke IIOCTENEHHO BBbITALIWIA PYCCKO-AINIOHCKHE IIEPErOBOPbI B
TYIIMK, ¥ B KOHEYHOM HTOTe NMpuBeia K Pyccko-ANOHCKO#H BOJiHe.

ConeprkaHue 9TOH JUCCEPTALMU BKIIOYAeT B cebs TO, YTO KacaeTcs MHOTHX
obmacTeit O Jenax BHYTPEHHHMX , [JUIUVIOMATUYECKUX, BOEHHBIX M JPYTHX B
torpamHeir Poccun. Ha ocHOBe 0OOIIMPHOrO 4YTeHHMsI MHOTHUX JIMTEPATypOB Ha
PYCCKOM, aHIJIMICKOM, SAMNOHCKOM, KUTAlCKOM M JIp. , YYUTBIBasl ILIMPOKHUIA
Kpyr mpo6ieM B OTHOIIeHWH [labHEBOCTOYHON MoMMTHKU Poccum nmo Pyccko-
SITOHCKOW BOMHBI, aBTOP CTPEMUTCS CHe/NaTh HEKOTOpOe IO0JIe3BHOe U
JIOTIO/IHEHME K MCCIeOBAaHMSIM B TAaKWX HAy4YHBIX OO/ACTSX, CBS3AHHBIX C
HCCIe0OBaHMeM MeXIyHapOIHbIX OTHOLUEHMI1, Kak IIpuHsATHe perueHwmit,

Boennas passenka u Crparerus.
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