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Chapter [EESgS English Language

. One__ | RIFIEE

TASK OBJECTIVE

e

In this chapter, you’ll be able to accomplish the following task:
Learn about the English language, especially British and American English.

1 ' Which country speaks English? Please look at the following map and
read the passage below to get a general idea of the English language.

-~

Countries, states, and provinces where English is the official language are dark blue; countries,
states, and provinces where it is an official, but not a primary language are light blue.
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English is a language originating in England, and the first language for most
people in Australia, Canada, the Commonwealth Caribbean' (Il .5 SBR[
%), Ireland, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United States of America.
It is used extensively as a second language and as an official language throughout
the world, especially in Commonwealth countries® and in many international
organizations.

Over 430 million people speak English as their first language. English
today is probably the third largest language by number of native speakers, after
Mandarin (%3 i%) Chinese and Spanish. However, when combining native
and non-native speakers it is probably the most commonly spoken language in
the world, though possibly second to a combination of the Chinese Languages,
depending on whether or not distinctions in the latter are classified as “languages”
or “dialects”. Estimates that include second language speakers vary greatly from
470 million to over a billion depending on how literacy or mastery is defined.
There are some who claim that non-native speakers now outnumber native
speakers by a ratio of 3 to 1.

Because English is so widely spoken, it has often been referred to as a
“world language”, the lingua franca of the modern era, and while it is not an
official language in most countries, it is currently the language most often
taught as a foreign language. It is, by international treaty, the official language
for aeronautical and maritime communications. English is one of the official
languages of the United Nations’ and many other international organizations,
including the International Olympic Committee.

This increasing use of the English language globally has had a large impact
on many other languages, leading to language shift and even language death,
and to claims of linguistic imperialism. English itself has become more open
to language shift as multiple regional varieties feed back into the language as a
whole.
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mandarin &8 %
distinction X 3]

dialect 7E

literacy RF, kBRA
lingua franca biE; i AE
aeronautical AL

maritime HFY
imperialism FrEE L

8 B

1. The Commonwealth Caribbean /il HLHFSEICIFEIS . Inh oG SEBE R 5 2
& Imh b X A SEB T E XK .

2. Commonwealth countries iX B 4§ 2% B¢ 3 @ %K. LB H ( Commonwealth of
Nations, J§14%: British Commonwealth of Nations ) f&—/~UA¥E K =S 1 EH
FRAE, B S3PMFENER (FEH) AR, WEKEZ NI EH
PR MR E . Bk tER KRG, ZEB MBI, FHEmARS
LYBORMMSL, R HEBIRAE I BRSSO BA WL A
THHM, ZALOTE AEE L ERmTSE i, RSB EE N
16 EEFICE . ETHAHRMIE, A% %L, “British Common- wealth”
PRz, skt H b A AP MIX 5. X R — BB B A0 ) B K
B

3. The United Nations BX & . BKAER 1945 4E55 kit RGBS 69 E bR
AL, HENEZRHR. 19454 10 A 24 H, EEEIEE ST (B
EHEE) REEFRAEERRL. BEES) TIR#4 HEERE.
Fred:, o RE. #taidd . ARREHHRMF I mnaE. BeH
BAESA 193 MR B E, SR IAERENY, -t H AR, Babf 4t
15 BTN % HE 5 i
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Now study the following diagrams and acquire for yourselves the more

concrete idea of the geographical distribution of the English language.

B US (67.9%)

Bl UK (14%)

[l Canada (6.7%)

[] Australia (4.2%)
Nigeria (0.9%)

[[] treland (0.9%)

[l South Africa (0.9%)
New Zealand (0.9%)
[] Other (3.6%)

Distribution of native English speakers by country

Country Native speakers
1 EE= USA 225,505,953
2 = UK 58,200,000
3 H*H Canada 18,232,195
4 5 Australia 15,581,334
5 BB South Africa 4,892,623
6 W M ireland 4,400,000
7 Sl New Zealand 3,500,000+ (approx.)
8 =S Jamaica 2,600,000+ (approx.)
9 [N Singapore 1,097,443
10 &= Spain 990,000

2' Read the following passage about the history of the English
language and do the corresponding exercises.

A Brief History of the English Language

e Old English, until 1066
Immigrants from Denmark and NW Germany arrived in Britain in the 5th

o



Chapter One  The English Language RiBi#S

and 6th centuries AD, speaking in related dialects belonging to the Germanic and
Teutonic (H B8 A/Z1HiAN) branches of the Indo-European language family'.
Today, English is most closely related to Flemish (324 #iE), Dutch, and
German, and is somewhat related to [celandic, Norwegian, Danish, and Swedish,
Icelandic, unchanged for 1,000 years, is very close to Old English. Viking
invasions’, begun in the 8th century, gave English a Norwegian and Danish
influence which lasted until the Norman Conquest’ of 1066.

e Middle English, from 1066 until the 15th Century

The Norman Invasion and Conquest of Britain in 1066 and the resulting
French Court of William the Conqueror gave the Norwegian-Dutch influenced
English a Norman-Parisian (E&2f)-French effect. From 1066 until about 1400,
Latin, French, and English were spoken. English almost disappeared entirely
into obscurity (H&¥R) during this period by the French and Latin dominated court
and government. However, in 1362, the Parliament opened with English as the
language of choice, and the language was saved from cxtinction. Present-day
English is approximately 50% Germanic (English and Scandinavian®) and 50%
Romance (French and Latin).

e Early Modern English, from the 15th Century to the 17th Century

During this period, English became more organized and began to resemble
the modern version of English. Although the word order and sentence construction
was still slightly different, Early Modern English was at least recognizable to
the Early Modern English speaker. For example, the Old English “To us pleases
sailing” became “We like sailing”. Classical elements, from Greek and Latin,
profoundly influenced word creation and origin. From Greek, Early Modern
English received grammar, logic, arithmetic, geometry, asironomy, and music.
Also, the “tele-” prefix (H]4%) meaning “far” later used to develop telephone and
television was taken.

e Modern English, from the 17th Century to Modern Times

Modern English developed through the efforts of literary and political
writings, where literacy was uniformly found. Modern English was heavily
influenced by classical usage, the emergence of the university-educated class,
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Shakespeare, the common language found in the East Midlands section of present-
day England, and an organized effort to document and standardize English.
Current inflections (&) E2454k) have remained almost unchanged for 400 years,
but sounds of vowels (JG3F) and consonants ($§7) have changed greatly. As a
result, spelling has also changed considerably. For example, from Early English
to Modern English, /yf'became life, deel became deal, hoom became home, mone

became moon, and hous became house.

e American English, from the 18th Century until Modern Times

Until the 18th century, British and American English were remarkably
similar with almost no variance (Q{t; @ﬁ) Immigration to America by
other English peoples changed the language by 1700. Noah Webster’, author of
the first authoritative American English dictionary, created many changes. The
“-re” endings became “-er” and the “-our” endings became “-or”. Spelling by
pronunciation and personal choice from Webster were influences.

Germanic BEZA
Teutonic FWMA
Flemish 2 1EE
Icelandic % &iE
Norwegian L)%
Danish % iE
Swedish IhIiE
Parisian e
obscurity X
extinction R4,
arithmetic AKX
geometry JUAT
astronomy R
prefix g
inflection BREAL

Lo
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vowel T

consonant HE

variance T, EF

1

2.

. Indo-European language family EPERIEZR . EPRKIE R Z A LR ZHiE

Fz—. B, R, BT KRS E R AR HENEKIE REIES
EABEREHIES -

Viking invasions 4E 5 AAfR . 450 AR 48 Bt a N 4E N2 5 b 19 ¥ 85 X
AR AT R SR R R, T 2 3 A R Sk 2R B4 S T R 1
BIRT G 5 UL R R P SR E 9, ARG B EAETS . 1R P ABATEE
FFARBRE ARSI, JCHAERH A GO IR 2 KRR AR B . 7E 2
fl BT S BB T Hi 4 ABIfE AT A, Danes HBA, #HIE4ER
N, WA ARMEFHEIEE . MRS RS A BA A

. The Norman Conquest iF S fE/IR. #2EMRZHE 1066 ik Hi & i/ B EUAR

ST HERE 22 AR RAEMR > SXURAEAR AL T Je 2 A9E 1], M ILIEAHE 22 32 5
IR A O R M IR, T 52 9 S0 ) 98 248 I 592 1 28 o A . 8 B i iR A
AR T HeAR = 30, BIEIES .

. Scandinavian 3 BN LETE SR HBARAE T . it A 40 4 0 76 s B R 4R

SRR, RAEE A, ST SB0E ENaEE. XEE
FEAWX 77 B THORRAYET, BARBOA EResr, EItFRMFKIEE
R T HIAEAP SR A RBEA IR, 7522 vKE T B R 5 SF LR E K HH
SFhEE . PR SR SR T 69 P S ASCIE SR, A g 0 A 4 4
MIER. Frid, SEEENLET —imx T8 AA AR RIS

. Webster i1 - H1AHT4F (1758 4E 10 H 16 H—I1843 45 H28 H ), £H

MGEEE, REGEHEE, HELEESE, BUBRNEE, #ER
“REZAMBEZIL". MHEEHFHEET AAEEILEERHE.
fEXE, A FHERT “FHR", LHEERT 1828 FHHM (FH K
),
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Please complete the following timeline according to the above passage.

| | | |
500AD 1066AD 3)( ) 17th Century Modern Times

*%Timeline showing the history of the English language%

Read the following passage about the Indo-Eurepean language
family (FJiEk i %) and do the corresponding exercises.

All of the world’s languages are descended from more ancient languages
spoken thousands of years ago. Many languages that we today find to be very
different are in fact descended from the same original root language, just as many
people are descendants of one common ancestor in a family tree.

English, along with many of the languages of Europe, parts of Asia, and India
are descendants of the same common ancestor language spoken perhaps 7,000 to
9,000 years ago: Proto-Indo-European (PIE)'. The discovery of these connections
among languages, and the exploration of the historical changes in languages,
cultures and peoples is one of the great detective stories of the 19th and 20th
centuries.

In describing the historical development of a language group we have
recourse to various metaphors and “models”.

One such metaphor is that of the family, by which we speak of the Proto-
Indo-European parent language with its various descendants. Another metaphor is
the botanical one, by which we speak of the Indo-European stem with its several



