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It is a pleasure and privilege for me to offer a forward to Roads
towards Universities. I have known Jun Wu for more than 10 years
through his leadership as a member of the Johns Hopkins Whiting
School of Engineering National Advisory Council and have been
impressed by his commitment to the University. In my conversations
with Jun, I know the mission of Johns Hopkins University — “To
educate its students and cultivate their capacity for lifelong learning,
to foster independent and original research, and to bring the benefits
of discovery to the world.” — is a motivating factor behind his interest
in this subject and for me captures what makes a great university,
especially in the complex and global world in which we live. Jun
and I have spoken, too, about the importance to him of the fact that
graduate education was formally established in the United States in
1876 with the founding of The Johns Hopkins University, and based
on the model of a German research university. He has also addressed

the same importance of broad education in liberal arts, which may
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prepare young people to move on to a graduate school and provide

personal satisfaction and fulfillment lifetime.

I know Roads towards Universities will offer an important and

valuable perspective.

Robert ]. Spiller

Associate Vice-President for Development and Alumni Relations

Johns Hopkins University
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