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Address of Vice — president Rigan Xu from
Chinese Academy of Engineering

Good morning, Ladies and Gentlemen!

On behalf of Chinese Academy of Engineering, please let me show the best regards to you
attendees overseas. Welcome to Beijing-one of the most famous eastern cultural cities, for
attending the 7th International Medicinal Mushroom Conference in the August, season of
mushrooms.

This is the second time for International Medicinal Mushroom Conference to be held in China
since 2001, when the first IMMC was held in Kiev, Ukraine. Theme of this conference is
“Medicinal mushrooms and their products into global healthcare systems in the 21st Century”.
Awakened by the crisis of energy and food as well as the deterioration of ecological environment,
people have come to pay attention to the utilizations of fungal resources. China, which is one of
the four great ancient civilizations, has a splendid 5000-year history of civilization. Mushroom
cultivation was originated and well developed here by benefiting rich fungal resources. For
instance, medicinal mushrooms were popular and extremely important in regimen or disease
treatment in ancient China. Since the late Eastern Han Dynasty two thousand years ago, the
virtues and effects of Ganoderma lucidum , Poria cocos and Polyporus umbellatus have been taken
records in the first Medicinal Monograph “Shen Nong’s Herbal Classic” .

Nowadays, more than 400 kinds of edible or medicinal fungi have been developed and
employed for producing drugs and health foods along with animal, plant and marine resources.
China’s economic growth witnessed the rapid growth of her edible mushroom industry. This
country now takes 70 percent of world’s productivity as well as becomes one of the largest edible
mushroom consuming markets.

Edible mushroom industry, as an important sunrise component of modern ecological
agricultural industry, represents many benefits, such as high quality and efficient yield, low
carbon-releasing, as well as environmental friendly. Moreover, it can provide colorful and
delicious nutritional function foods as well. It will surely play an essential role in global food

security , human health promotion, and invigorate global ecological civilization to benefit farmers.



As the think tank of national engineering technology, Chinese Academy of Engineering
(CAE) has been focusing on the strategies in engineering and economic development of China for
a long time. In order to establish a top platform for global experts to gather and exchange ideas
about developments of engineering technologies, the workshop series, International Top — level
Forum on Engineering Science and Technology Development, were initiated by CAE in 2011.

This afternoon, at the simultaneous period of the 7th International Medicinal Mushroom
Conference, the forum will be held hereby, which strives to provide theme coverage on
“Medicinal mushroom-Health-Future”. Every delegate speaker will be warmly welcome to deliver
your views on the confronting challenges and opportunities on medicinal mushroom industry, as
well as its development strategies towards the next two decades. By integration of these
multidisciplinary views, I believe the transformation of scientific and technical research
achievements in medicinal mushroom industry can be guided and promoted. Furthermore,
mycological research serving human health, as well as sustainable utilization of medicinal
mushroom resources, will also be benefited.

Ladies and gentlemen, as we know, knowledge changes fortune, but health accomplishes
future! On this forum, I hope we can discuss and exchange our intelligent ideas together to meet
opportunities and challenges towards edible and medicinal mushroom industries in the near
future.

Finally, I sincerely look forward fruitful accomplishments in this workshop! Wish all of you
have a good time in Beijing!

Thanks a lot!
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