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At least We’re Flying

29/9/1986. It was a very unusual wedding.

It happened just one day before our plane was due to leave China for Germany, without any
guests or celebration. The wedding had to be kept secret because, in 1986, there was a rule that
married couples were not allowed to go abroad together.

Lin, the man who became my husband, and | both worked as assistant lecturers in architecture at
Tongji University in Shanghai, and we had known each other for eight years.

We had been selected by our university to study in Germany on an architecture scholarship. Such
opportunities were rare in China at that time, and we had been waiting many years for a chance to
study abroad. During those years we became friends with Professor Bacher and his wife, who had
been giving lectures at our university. They offered us all their support, inviting us to Germany to
continue our studies. When | think of Professor Bacher, | always remember something someone
said about him “His face shows more humour than wrinkles". We did not accept his kind offer as
we did not want to trouble him, even though it would have been a great opportunity for us then.

As we were about to board the plane, our trip to Germany was suddenly cancelled. A phone call a
few hours before our flight requested us to stay in China. An anonymous letter was the cause of all
the trouble. Certain officials claimed that we had taken bribes during our last architectural project.
This put us in a very awkward position. We were totally isolated and everyone was encouraged
not to talk to us. A month later we were finally allowed to leave for Germany, once they had found
out that all the accusations against us were unjustified. However a new problem arose: our status
as a married couple meant we were not allowed to go abroad together. This was the very reason
why we had married so quieiy one day before our original departure date. Eventually, the whole
problem was sorted out thanks to the miraculous support of the professors at Tongji University.
Their help paved the way, and eventually we were granted exceptional leave to go together.

When we were finally on the plane, | thought we were just like that plane: it had to build up
speed and use all its power to overcome the friction on the runway, just as we had needed all our
strength to overcome our troubles. However, once the plane took off, it flew along smoothly, and |
could never have guessed that our real troubles had only just begun...

As soon as we arrived in Germany we were separated, as my husband was going to study in
Braunschweig while | would be in Munich. | had a wonderful autumn in the city, revelling in natural colours
that were quite new to me. Even now, autumn remains my favourite time of the year - the “Golden Season".

Eventually, the Christmas holidays brought Lin and | together in the apartment that Professor Wehberg
had provided so we could enjoy our postponed honeymoon. It was the most beautiful time for both of
us, and it compensated for many frustrating memories of our problems in coming to Germany.
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