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Preface

Lixian County, located in the upper reaches of the Western Han River in the
southern part of Gansu Province, China, enjoys mild climate and rich natural
resources. Chinese ancestors began to dwell in this area as early as about 7,800
years ago, during the period of the Yangshao Culture, a Neolithic culture. In the
Shang and Zhou period, the Qin culture prospered and thrived, leaving behind rich

cultural traditions and historic heritage.

Dabuzi Hill is located in Yongping Township of Lixian County, where loess hills
and plateaus face each other and two rivers converge, looking down from a height
and holding a position of strategic importance. Ancestors of the Qin state favored
this area. They built towns and tombs, established government and army, to defend
the western border of the Zhou sovereign and to interact with surrounding barbarian
tribes. After several generations of settlement, this area rose as a political, military
and cultural center where a unique and glorious culture stood out, laying a solid
foundation for the powerful and prosperous Qin state several centuries later.
Therefore, as the origin of the Qin state, the area had been carefully safeguarded
even after the state moved eastward and unified China. However, the town site at
Dabuzi Hill became decadent gradually after the Qin Dynasty was overthrown and

eventually fallen into oblivion.

In the early 1990s, the early-period site of the Qin state at Dabuzi Hill suffered
large-scale illegal excavation, being badly looted and destroyed. As an immediate
response, the State Administration of Cultural Heritage (SACH) and the People’s
Government of Gansu Province co-launched fights against criminal offenses of
clandestine excavation, and strengthened cultural heritage protection. As a result,
some stolen cultural objects have been confiscated by cultural heritage and public
security departments. However, many treasured objects are still missing abroad as
collection items of public and private institutions in USA, France, Belgium, Jépan

and China’s Hong Kong and Taiwan.
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In the middle and late years of the 1990s, cultural heritage authorities conducted
salvage excavations for the site. In 2004, arranged by SACH, a number of academic
institutions carried out archaeological surveys, excavations and research activities
focusing on the site of Dabuzi Hill, in order to unveil the early cultural evolution
of the Qin state. Participating institutions included Gansu Provincial Institute of
Archaeology, Shaanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology. the former History

Museum of China, Peking University and Northwest University.

In 2005, SACH launched the Investigation of Chinese Cultural Objects Missing
Abroad. A sub-project was carried out focusing on missing objects from the site
of Dabuzi Hill. Findings of the investigation could be read from the Report on
Stolen and Missing Objects from the Site of Dabuzi Hill, Lixian County, Gansu
Province. Information about witnesses, testimonies and proofs involving cases of
clandestine excavations was collected and sorted out in collaboration with public
security departments in order to develop chains of evidence regarding the stolen and
missing objects. Identification work, such as component test and metallographic
analysis, was done to seized and unearthed objects so as to make preparations for
comparisons with objects missing abroad. Case studies pertaining to international
conventions, applicable laws of relevant countries, and return practices were
conducted, working plans for restitution of missing objects developed, legal
documents compiled, and stances on the ownership of stolen objects explicitly

stated with justified claims of return.

Thanks to the attention paid by the central leadership, with active coordination, Mr.
Guo Yan, member of CPPCC National Committee, donated to the state in 2011 two
pieces of bird-shaped gold ornaments and one set of gold armor pieces unearthed at
the site of Dabuzi Hill. Prior to him, a couple of Chinese Americans, Fan Jirong and
Hu Yingying, donated nine bronze wares to the state, including six bronze items of
the Qin state unearthed from the same site. These two actions ushered in the return

of much more missing objects in years to come.

In 2014, China and France established a joint working group to conduct detailed
analysis and fieldwork, in order to investigate the source of the golden tablets then
collected by the Guimet Museum of Asian Art. Relevant governmental bodies
of the two countries maintained close communication to develop an appropriate
approach to the return of the objects. Eventually, this facilitated the donors of
the gold tablets, Mr. Francois Pinault and Mr. Christian Deydier, to terminate the
donation agreements with the Guimet Museum, and then to return the objects to
China. Between April and May 2015, Chinese Ambassador to France and SACH

officials received the four pieces of bird-shaped gold tablets and 28 gold tablets in
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various shapes donated by Mr. Francois Pinault and Mr. Christian Deydier in Paris
and Beijing respectively. This event marked the return of all Guimet Museum’s

collection of the missing objects from the site of Dabuzi Hill.

The return of the gold tablets is a fruit of mutual trust and unreserved cooperation
between the two governments and friendly personages. Moreover, it manifests
the firm will of two great cultural heritage nations to undertake our international
responsibility to jointly promote cultural heritage conservation for global

community.

In light of the China-France consensus on the principle regarding the return of
missing objects to their original place of ownership, SACH has assigned all the 32
gold tablets to Gansu Provincial Museum for collection and display. In celebration
of their return, a cultural event of great significance, the Special Exhibition on
Unearthed Cultural Relics from Dabuzi Hill will be co-hosted by SACH and the
People’s Government of Gansu Province and organized by Gansu Provincial
Bureau of Cultural Heritage in partnership with Gansu Provincial Museum, Gansu
Provincial Institute of Archaeology, and Lixian County Museum. The exhibition is
aimed at displaying the cultural richness and special value of the early Qin culture,
publicizing China’s achievements in combating theft and clandestine excavation
of cultural property and repatriating missing cultural objects, and building a more
favorable environment for the protection of cultural property and return of missing

objects.

Theft and missing of cultural property is a historical regret. It is our unshakable
responsibility to make hard efforts to bring back home Chinese cultural objects
missing around the world. On the occasion of the Special Exhibition on Unearthed
Cultural Relics from Dabuzi Hill, I would like, on behalf of SACH, to express
heartfelt thanks to the people from all walks of life, who are contributing to the
return of missing Chinese cultural objects; and I call for concerted efforts to
strengthen cultural heritage protection and to safeguard the historical and spiritual

homeland of Chinese nation carried by cultural heritage.

Li Xiaojie
Vice Minister of Culture of China

Director-general of the State Administration of Cultural Heritage of China
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Spring and Autumn Period (770-476 B.C.)

Height:42.7cm Width:34.6cm Weight:640g

Once kept in the Musée National des arts asiatiques-Guimet
Returned to China in 2015

Now kept in Gansu Provincial Museum
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Once kept in the Musée National des arts asiatiques-Guimet
Returned to China in 2015

Now kept in Gansu Provincial Museum
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