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Beginners(2)

Background Design'

A production designer’ or background designer is respon
designs. A background painter will paint a few key backgr
overseas to be matched by other painters painting additional ba
animation production is done in the United States due to the
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Notes
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Further Reading
© The Illusion of Life: Disney Animation
Author: Ollie Johnston

Publisher: Disney Editions; Rev Sub edition (1995)
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Text

Animation History

Animation is a graphic representation of drawings to show movement within those
drawings. A series of drawings are linked together and usually photographed by a
camera. The drawings have been slightly changed between individualized frames'
so when they are played back in rapid succession (24 frames per second) there
appears to be seamless movement within the drawings.

Pioneers of animation include Winsor McCay’ of the
United States and Emile Cohl’ and Georges Melies* of
France. Some consider McCay's Sinking of the Lusitania’
from 1918 as the first animated feature film.

Early animations, which started appearing before 1910,
consisted of simple drawings photographed one at a time.
It was extremely labor intensive as there were literally
hundreds of drawings per minute of film. The development - -
of celluloid® around 1913 quickly made animation easier
to manage. Instead of numerous drawings, the animator
now could make a complex background and/or
foreground’ and sandwich moving characters® in between
several other pieces of celluloid, which is transparent
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