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Synopsis

The Nu people, whose population reached over 27, 000 in
1990, are one of the many ethnic minority groups in China. They are
mainly found living in compact communities in such counties of
Yunnan as Lushui, Fugong, Gongshan, and Lanping. A small group
of them are also found in Chayu county of Tibet. Before 1949 | most of
the Nu communities were still at a transitional stage where they were
shifting from the primitive communal society to slavery, except those
living along the Lancang River.

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the Nu
communities have undergone drastic changes both in their economy
and culture. These changes are all recorded in this book. Other
aspects of the Nu culture, such as the history, language, religion,
ethical values, technology, calendar, philosophy, trade, communication,
education and art of the Nu people, are all recorded in the book. In a
sense, this book is a kind of mini-encyclopedia about the Nu society,

history and culture.
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