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Abstract

Annual Report on Religions in China (2014 ) is contributed by two editors —in —
chief from the Institute of World Religions, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
together with fifteen invited experts.

Focusing on Chinese religious reform and its related issues, the General Report of
this year indicates that the internal and external factors of Chinese religious reform
embrace China’s economic take-off, active cultural life, religious backlash of repression
and the falsehood mixed with Chinese religions. The report illustrates Chinese religious
reform on its ideology, behaviors and rituals, organizations and institutions, and further
points out that the way-out of Chinese religious reform lies in serving the society and
the public, upholding and manifesting the real spirit of religion. In regard to the
political attitude towards Chinese religious reform, the report suggests that the religious
reform deserves the politically tolerance and creatively management. As to the social
cognition of Chinese religious reform, the report emphasizes that during the period of
social transition the whole society should treat the religious reform calmly and
objectively, and encourage the religious innovation to meet the social development
need. The report also underlines that Chinese religious reform is a part of the social
reform movement of modern China, a process for the political powers and the religious
people to unceasingly adjust and dialogue to each other, so that they will expand
understanding and seek mutual improvement, and the persistence of the reform will be
conducive to “the governace” of Chinese religions.

This year’s “Reports on Major Religions” column presents seven reports, each
providing both a general review of a major religion and discussion on the most
prominent issues of the year.

“Report on Buddhism” focuses on the hot issues in Chinese Buddhist circles of
2013 with evaluations and analyses. The report especially introduces the events, which
arouse strong response from society and Buddhist circles, including the bantering

Buddhist songs, the demolitions of Xian Xingjiao temple and Fuzhou Ruiyun temple,
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Abstract I

elaborating the widespread disgust at these ugly phenomena and expectation for
establishing laws and regulations of protection of freedom of religious belief.

“Report on Taoism” pays special attention to the developments of Chinese
Taoism in 2013. It is agreed that Chinese Taoism continues to keep smooth
development state. The praiseworthy efforts of all levels of Chinese Taoism
associations at the talent-development efforts, the building of Taoist ethos and the
social participation, etc.. Especially, there is a new bright spot in the outside
communication. The series of “Taoism line world” reflects the attempt of Chinese
Taoism actively going out and reaching out to the world.

“Report on Islam” gives an overview of the developments of Chinese Islam in
2013, particularly focusing on the problem of Muslim food. The report mainly
discusses about the delimitation of Muslim food and its importance, the major
problems at present of Muslim food and countermeasures and suggestions.

“Report on Christianity " evaluates the situation of Chinese Christianity in
2013, regarding its development as a benign state, which will be contributive to
China’ social stability and harmony. By expounding the manifestation, characteristic
and reflection of the folkloric transformation of Christianity, the report argues that
Christianity and Chinese culture and religions are mutually penetrating, rather than
against each other. The folkloric Christianity will play a part in protecting the folk
culture, integrating the populace mind and consolidating the basic level ethics.

“Report on Catholicism™ displays the general appearance and prominent features
of Chinese Catholicism in 2013 from six perspectives, with emphasizing the new
situation of relations between China and Vatican. The report points out that the
restraint and prudence showed by the new supreme leaders of these two parts, China
and Vatican, is not only an actively observation and test under the unknowing of the
other’s intentions, is but also an expectation to further improve relations.

“Report on Confucianism ” captures a new opportunity for Confucian
development. President Xi’s visiting the Mansion of Confucius in Qufu and the
Confucius Institute declares an important information to the whole society: by
knowing and understanding Confucius, we should explore the abundant moral
educational resources of Confucianism. Concentrating on the popularization and
promotion of Confucian classical education and related issues, the report indicates that

in view of Chinese Confucian classical education beginning in folk, then in school, it
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is a new direction to realize everyone reading the classics.

“Report on Folk Religions” summarizes the general trend and the optimal
solutions to the administrating of Fujian folk religious-affairs, by collecting all kinds of
research reports and government documents of the folk religions in Fujian province
over the past two decades, and a plenty of field surveys. The report also proposes that
the administrating authority should put the principle of respecting culture first, to
improve its way of social governance, to respect and encourage the folk belief’s temples
and communities to be autonomous. In doing so, the social administration’s cost will be
effectively economized, and the local religious ecological balance will be maintained.

“Report on Hot Issues” is directed at the issue of Chinese Islamic sect of
Menhuan and its influence on Chinese Muslim in northwestern area. Based on deep
research, the report sums up the history of Menhuan issue, and exhaustively analyzes
the situation, characteristics and its mainly problems of Menhuan since China’s Reform
and Opening. The report indicts that Menhuan is a production of the indigenization of
Islam in China, which objectively has the function of against the permeation of foreign
ideologies. As the secularization of Menhuan is spread, the issue of Menhuan is related
to the solidarity and future direction of Chinese Islam. Therefore, the religious policy
should give correct guidance to help with the inheritance of Menhuan and the problem
of Menhuan host, so that there will be a further development of Chinese Islam under a
solidarity, harmony and stability background.

This year’s “Special Report” concentrates on the revival of the Chinese ancient
religions after the Reform and Opening, including four articles about Dongba religion
of Yunnan, Bon religion of Gansu, Shigong religion of Zhuang nationality and
Shamanism of many ethnic minorities. Since China’s Reform and Opening, the four
Chinese ancient religions above has revived, transformed and developed in different
levels, and they all present a variety of inheritance way and management model.
Owing to the close relations between these traditional religions and local culture and
art, ethics laws, political philosophy, folk custom and health care, the traditional
religions’ situation and future direction have vital significance, not only in the further
developments of ethnic minority cultures on basis of their traditions, but also in the

future ethnic cultural undertaking and tourist economy.

( Translated by Dr. Wang Zi)
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