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1 On a calm, clear December
afternoon in 1945, Flight 19 took off '
from the south coast of Florida on a
routine Army training mission. The five : mission ['mifon] n. 4£4-
Avenger planes that made up Flight
19 would never return. Incredibly, a
Martin Mariner plane sent to rescue rescue ['reskju:] v &
Flight 19 was also lost without a trace. #, #wK




navy ['neivi] n. &%

AT

deadliest ['dedlist] a.

(deadly #9528 ) #

inel, L

hoodoo ['hu:du:] n. &
- Sea, or the Limbo of the Lost, or the
limbo ['limbau] n. % °

H AR

Fr B ) R 7y

graveyard ['greivja:d] °

n. X

hover ['hova] v. &%

28

innocent ['inosnt] a. £

Fey, REH

AT KRG By )

magnetic [mag'netik]

a. A EEPERY

warp [wo:p] v £,

EaR]

vessel ['vesl] n. #5

. hunting ground for UFOs

. As one Navy officer said at the time,
vanish ['venif] v #H %,

“They vanished as completely as if

: they’d flown to Mars.” .

2 Well, Mars was a bit beyond

- the reach of these airplanes. Yet,
. whenever planes or ships disappear in
. the infamous Bermuda Triangle, the
- wildest stories are heard. Many people
- think that the waters off the coast of

Florida are the deadliest in the world.
Legends tell of hundreds of ships and

. airplanes simply disappearing in the

Bermuda Triangle. For this reason,
the area is also known as the Hoodoo

Triangle of Death.
3 Why is the Bermuda Triangle
such a graveyard? Some say that it is a

", According

to this theory, UFOs hover above the
scoop [sku:p] v. #, R

Bermuda Triangle waiting to scoop up

© innocent ships and airplanes. Others

say that the lost continent of Atlantis

still exists under the sea and is using its
Atlantis [2t'lentis] n. &
HZFH (PR

magnetic force to pull down ships and
planes. Still others claim that the area

. creates a time warp, causing vessels

to vanish into the fourth dimension.

: Whatever the case, the Bermuda

Triangle is made to sound like a place

© to avoid.

4 In fact, one member of Flight

O UFO : 8] K474 (Unidentified Flying Object).

nRmEE Qe
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19 did avoid the Triangle. He claimed :
he had a premonition about the flight, - premonition [,pri:mo-
an unexplainable feeling that something = 'nifon] n. &, 4E4k
was going to go wrong. So he did not
go. The rest of the crew, however, did = crew [kru:] n. 24
go. The leader was Licutenant Charles @ 43
Taylor, a pilot with over 2,500 hours of . licutenant [lef'tenant]
flying experience. Flight 19’s training : n. ¥ &
mission was to fly 160 miles east, then :
40 miles north, then back west to the
base at Fort Lauderdale.
5 Not long after the takeoff,
trouble developed. Taylor radioed the
control tower. “Control tower, this
is an emergency. We seem to be off
course © . We cannot see land. Repeat,
we cannot see land.”
6 “What is your position?” the
tower asked.
7 “We can’t be sure of where
we are. We seem to be lost.” ‘
8 “Head due west,” said the
tower.
9 “We don’t know which way is
west. Everything is wrong... strange...
we can’t be sure of any direction. Even
the ocean doesn’t look as it should.”
10 Later came this message
_ from Flight 19: “We must be about 225
miles northeast of base... it looks like -
we are...”

11 Then silence.

@ off course : ATERUERILIN b, BIFAIL.
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12 A Martin Mariner flying boat

was sent out immediately to rescue

. the Avengers. But upon entering the

Triangle, it too fell silent. The 14 men

- of Flight 19 were gone. And now 13

. more who were involved in the rescue

* mission were missing too. A massive

- search of the area by hundreds of boats

and planes turned up nothing but water.

13  What is the explanation for

these disappearances? To true believers

- in the powers of the Bermuda Triangle,

- the fate of the five Avengers and the

- Martin Mariner is just another piece of

evidence proving that the Triangle is

spooky [’spu:ki] a. # : one spooky stretch of ocean v They
7 —faeh, AALE  argue that experienced pilots could
PRAKH " not have gotten lost on such a simple
- mission. They wonder why there was

slick [slik] n. [#L] — = no oil slick, no wreckage, no bodies.
Bk . They do not believe that the planes
wreckage ['rekidz] n. | could have just vanished into thin air.
(%4 ) R © On the other hand, there is plenty of

- evidence that there is no mystery here
at all. The Avengers and the Mariner
- did go down.
14 Since that fateful night in
- December 1945, several other planes
i and ships have disappeared in the area
: of the Bermuda Triangle. Many people
aviation [ eivi'eifon] n. - regard these disappearances as the
E . greatest aviation mystery of all time.

@) (a) stretch of ocean : — Jy .
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A herd of sixty cows is capable of producing a ton of milk
in less than a day.
60 AFEXRE —ReVedia REEFH —oEF 1D,
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SOHD &  ROOD S

1 Amelia Mary Earhart (Born
July 24, 1897— disappeared July
2, 1937) was an American aviation
pioneer and author. Amelia was the °
first female aviator to fly solo across © aviator ['eivieita(r)] .
the Atlantic Ocean. She received = <18 > kMBI ;}
the U.S. Distinguished Flying Cross distinguished [di'stin-
for this record. She set many other = gwift] a. SAk&)
records, wrote best-selling books
about her flying experiences and was
instrumental in the formation of The instrumental [instra-
Ninety-Nines, an organization for : 'mentl] a. % 49
female pilots. - formation [fo:'meifn]

S MR, 4
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2 In 1937, Amelia set off to
become the first woman to fly around
the world. It was a journey from which
she never returned.

3 On 2 July, Amelia r00k off '

- from Lae in New Guinea on one of the
final stages of her journey. She was
bound for Howland Island, a tiny strip
of land in the middle of the Pacific,
where a US coastguard ship, the Itasca,
was waiting to guide her in.

4 Amelia left Lae at precisely
~ 00:00 hours Greenwich Mean Time on
- that day. It is believed that the Electra

was loaded with 1,000 gallons of fuel,
allowing for 20—21 hours of flying.

5 At 07:20 hours GMT Amelia
provided a position report placing the
Electra on course * at some 20 miles
southwest of the Nukumanu Islands.
The last weather report Amelia was
known to have received was before
take-off. The head wind speed had

-~ increased by 10—12 mph, but it is not

(D take off : #2 K.
@ on course ; 7 IFHifiiZk L.



