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The Different Ages of Man
In the Age of Gold,the world was first furnished with in-

habitants, and happiness, Truth and right prevailed ,though: not
enforced by law,nor was there any in authority to. threaten or
to punish. The earth brought‘forth all things necessary for
man, without his labor in plowing or sowing. Perpetual spring
reigned , flowers sprang up without seed ,the rivers flowed with
milk and wine,and yellow honey distilled forom the oaks.

The Silver Age came next,inferior to the golden. Jupiter
shortened the spring,and divided the year into seasons. Then,
first, men suffered the extremes of heat and cold,and houses
became Vnecessary. Crops would no longer grow without plant-
ing. This was a race of manly men,but insolent and impious.

Next to the Age of Silver came that of brass,more savage:
of temper and readier for the strife of arms,yet not altogether
wicked.

Last came the hardest age and worst, — of iron. Crime
burst in like a flood ; modesty , truth,and honor fled. The gifts
of the earth were put only to nefarious uses. Fraud, violence,
war at home and abroad were rife.

Jupiter, observing the ‘ condition of things, burned with
anger. He summoned the gods to council. Jupiter set forth to
the assembly the frightful condition of the earth, and an-
nounced his intention of desteroying its inhabitants,and provid-
ing a new race,unlike the present,which should be worthier of
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life and more reverent toward the gods. Fearing lest a confla-
gration might set Heaven itself on fire,he proceeded to drown
the world. Speedily the race of men,and their possessmns were
swept away by the deluge.

Parnassus alone,of the mountains,overtopped the waves;
and there Deucalion,son of Prometheus,and his wife Pyrrha,
daughter of Epimethéus ,found refuge —he a just man and she a
faithful worshiper of the gods. Jupiter,remembering the harm-
less lives and pious demeanor of htis pair,caused the waters to
recede. Then Deucalion and Pyrrha,entering a temple defaced
with slime, approached the unkindled altar and, falling pros-
trate, prayed for guidance and aid. The oracle answered, “De-
part from the temple with head veiled and garments unbound,
and cast behind you the bones of your mother. ”They heard the
words with astonishment. Pyrrha first broke silence: “We can-
not obey; we dare not profane the remains of our parents.”
They sought the woods,and revolved the oracle in their minds.
At last Deucalion spoke: “Either my wit fails me or the com-
mand is one we may obey without impiety. The earth is the
great parent of all;the stones are her bones;these we may cast
behind us; this, Ithink, the oracle means. They veiled their
faces, unbound their garments, and, picking up stones, cast
them behind them. The stones began to grow soft and to as-
sume shape. By degrees they put on a rude resemblance to the
human form. Those thrown by deucalion became men ;those by
Pyrrha,women.

2



AZEHEANRK

Rem R EBNA T BER. IR RELRME
mH R, EEAEXESE Y, ERREERMH AR, BE
A AR AT REL AR, — Y EELTEY
W T AH B RAKTE, A RFH T H B B2k s T L3
HI R 50T » LA B SRR 28188 TG SR 1Y 39 V82 82 1 B

BETRNEDRTRENRHERER. REFEETE
RAE—EFEHANE, FRAMNEEZBTRBEZE A
BAR—AWEZH. BCAYRBHE. X6 ARER
Wi HEIFFEA R

- BRERZERRE SRR A TH B E I B, S8
RERNT X, BERERF B+ BB

BERTERFAEMEENNR—B&RA. BER
BEK —FRZ MR R LM R BT R . K
BT REE. KVE. B X PSS AR TR K

SRR LB X R DU A AR L At B BRI R
KRS b, RIEREHOR T R EARA RO FER T
i ZE K EBE R R R, R R E BB XFHHAAR
B FIA RN AT ER £ X R E.
RIBFFHER A KRS R K EA 5 T FH Bk ¥ Bk,
5 W ) L KRR A B 3R g A At A 7 A 0 T S T 25

TE BT A H 1L i o E W /R 4 R ST B A BEOK TR Y BT
B, EFREHHILFERASMEHET AL —EESR
BRI L L— BB A L E X% . ZFRSIALER,
' 3



BET N RIREM. REFSERNRE—4A%E, RITHR
E,RFAUKRE X EMSMERERT —1WHET
WY B, ZE JORBROG SRAZ A, A 95 FF S ZE MU AT SR B HE A
Ta51H0 7 Bh A4 O “ RSk A TR &, — BB
—EBRNEBENPFEZESE XEEMITEEARE. K
NELITHT I “RNARBEE X3 RITAH
FEAEH PR TR, FE R RE WS &
BERHMSH:“BERARERET B, EARBRINALHY
BT . KMBT Y8, GLRERE &, R
TUESENA L, REMGHAREX R HERE
B, I ARH  REA LSS ET % X EA LT HETR, 2
B TR, B i o RO AR E R RS A LR
BT BN RPN T LA
(ZHE)



The First Woman

The story (absurd enough!)is that Jupiter made the first
woman and sent her to Prometheus and his brother,to punish
them for their presumption in stealing fire from heaven;and
man, for accepting the gift. This first human of the fair sex was
named Pandora. She was made in heaven,every god contribut-
ing something to perfect-hér. Venus gave her beauty, Mercury
persuasion , Apollo music ,etc. Thus equipped ,she was conveyed
to earth and presented to Epimetheus, who gladly accepted
her though cautioned by his brother to beware of Jupiter and
his gifts. Epimetheus had in his house a jar ,in which were kept
certain noxious articles,for whice,in fitting man for his mew a-
bode, he had had no occasion. Pandora was seized with an eager
curiosity to know what this jar contained; and one day she
slipped off the cover and looked in. Forthwith there escaped a
multitude of plagues for hapless man —such as gout, rheuma-
tism ,and colic for his body,and envy,spite ,and revenge for his
mind —and scattered themselves [ar and wide. Pandora has-
tened to replace the lid ;but,alas] the whole contents of the jar
had escaped ,one thing only excepted,whi-h lay at the bottom,
and that was hope. So we see at thizs day, whatever evils are
abroad ,hope never entirely leaves u.,and while we have that,
no amount of other ills can make us completely wretched.

Another story is that Pandora was sent in good faith, by

5



Jupiter, to bless man;that she was furnished with a box,con-
taining her marriage blessing. She opened the box incautiously,
and the blessings all escaped, hope only excepted. This story
seems more probable than the former;for how could hope, so
precious a jewel as it is,have been kept in a jar full of all man-
ner of evils,as in the former statement?
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HOW THESEUS UNDERTOOK
A PERILOUS JOURNEY

The tali ships rode at anchor in the harbour of Troezen,
and a soft wind .bl‘elw from the land,ready to bear King Aegeus
back to his home in Athens;but still he lingered on the shere,
walking to and fro with his lovely wife Aethra, who clasped
their infant son in her arms. Aethra was a princess of Troezen,
and in that city Aegeus had a princess of Troezen,and in that
city Aegeus had wooed and married her. Why he could nt also
take her back with him to his own coumtry,no man has been
able to explain. The old stdry tells us that Aegeus was forced to
depart alone; and before going on board he steeled himself to
take a sorrowful leave of his wife and child.

“You must know,”he said to Aethra, “that all my life T
have wished that the gods would bless me with a son,and at
last my wish has been granted;so I would have you rear him
carefully,as befits awarrior and the son of a king. ”

Then, as he and Aethra paced the shore, Aegeus paused
before a houge rock,and stooping down,he exerted his great
strength to roll it aside and reveal a hollow space beneath it.
Taking off his sandals and unbuckling his jewelled sword, he
placed them in the hollow. Afterwards he rolled back the rock
to its former position.

“When my son has grown to manhood, and is strong e-



nough to raise that rock,”continued Aegeus, “you must bring
him to this place,and let him discover for himself the sword
and the sandals. Then,but not until then,you may tell him the
name of his father,and send him out to seek me. ”

‘ Aegeus hastily embraced his wife and son,and without a
backward ‘glance he departed to his ship. But lovely Aethra
stood in tears,watching the white sails as they dipped down to
the horizon. Her life had been passed amid gaiety and music;
and now,alone.with the surge on the shore,she knew for the
first time how desolate a story is told by the breaking seas.

Years passed, and the boy Theeseus grew steadily in
strength and beauty. When he reached the age of sixteen, his
mother led him to the spot-on the seashore where she and her
husband had said farewell.

“Now ,my son, ”she commanded him , “raise this rock ,and
take out from the hollow beneath it whatever you find there. ”

The youth rolled aside the rock with ease, and brought
from the hollow the sword and the sandals which Aegeus had
hidden.

“Those sandals and that sword,” continued his mother,
“belonged to your father, Aegeus of Athens. ”Then she told
Theseus the story of her marriage and of his birth, and the
whole secret that she had kept for so long. “And you must go
forth,” said she. “Your father commanded that you should
leave Troezen and cross the sea to Athens,there to make your-

self known to him. ”



“I will go forth to meet my father,”replied the youth.
“But I will not cross the sea,for the way by sea is too_safe and
certain. I will take the dangerous road by land and by the time
my journey is ended I shall have proved myself worthy to be
called Aegeus’s son.”

Aethra tried for a long time to turn aside the yourth from

this enterprise, for the road between Troezen and Athens was
perilous for travellers. But Theseus was deter and had set forth
on his wajr.

Before he left home, Theseus had heard men speak of the
giant Periphetes, who had his dwelling not far from Troezen.
Periphetes was the son of Vulcan, the smithged, and Vulcan
had fashioned for his son a gigantic iron club, covered with
sharp spikes. Men said that from dawn to sunset Periphetes
stood, club in hand, astride the narrow roadway, waiting for
travellers to approach.

So after the youth had gone a mile or so,he was not in the
least surprised to see this giant barring the roadway at a little
distance from him. Theseus merely grasped his sword in readi-
ness and moved steadily on, watching with keen eye for a
chance to strike. He did not pause till he was only a few paces
from the giant. Periphetes immediately swung his huge
weapon ; but Theseus leapt aside,and the club thundered to the
ground and awoke the echoes among the rocks. Before the gi-
ant could again raise his club, Theseus sprang quickly in and
dealt him a fatal wound.
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“My adventures are well begun, ”thought Theseus;as he
stepped up to where the giant lay,and removed the club from '
his dead grasp. “I have now a weapon to help me in my en-
counters with other enemies. ”Saying this he resumed his road
and travelled for some time, finding food and shelter where he
could.

It was not until he approached the Isthmus of Corinth that
he found another chance of showing his strength and courage.
As he journeyed he was met by an old man,who warned him
that he'must go no forther. “For not far from this place, ”said
the old man, “the giant Sinis, whom they call the Pine—Ben-
der, lies in wait for you. ” ,

“What manner of giant is Sinis the Pine— Bender?”asked
Theseus. ] i }

“A very crafty giant indeed, ”replied the old man. “When
you meet with him you will find him struggling to bend a huge
pine — tree,and he will call upon you to give him help, After
you have helped him to bend the pine so that its top touches
the ground, he will ‘ask you if you have a firm hold ;and upon
your saying that your hold is firm,he will suddenly loosen is
own. The pine will shoot upright, you will be flung high into
the air,and when you fall you will be dashed to pieces on the
sharp rocks below. ”

Theseus smiled on hearing this story,and replied: “I am
very glad of your warning. I will be prepared for him. ”And the

youth had not proceeded very much further when he saw near
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