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Changes and Present Situation of Food Safety
Securing in Japan—From Company Priority to
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(Nakamura Gakuen University, Japan)
I . Introduction

Food is indispensable to everyday life of all nations. The safe securing of food is



extremely important to maintain the health of the nation. In addition, it is a topic that
many people have a high interest in.

We were able to obtain rich eating habits with the development of the economy. In
recent years we can eat various foods from all over the world every day. However, the
production and marketing channels of food greatly changed and became complicated.
In the change of the supply and demand structure of the food mentioned above, many
problems in conjunction with food safety occur. For example, the issue of pesticide
residue found in food, and the outbreak of large-scale food poisoning incidents because
of Escherichia coli(such as the O157 epidemic)have occurred recently.

In response to the globalization of the food supply, we have to push forward
measures for the safe securing of food, which depends on the progress of technology
development.

The purposes of this paper are as follows: (a)Survey the methods of the securing
of food safety and legislation after the high economic period in Japan. This general
view of the historical sketch of the period of approximately 50 years will clarify the
fact that the food safety security of Japan which switched to consumers deserves
serious consideration.(b)Analyze current food safety securing systems. Through these
analyses future problems will become clear.

II. A short history of food poisoning incidents and the legislation
corresponding to those

1. Pollution-type food poisoning incidents during the company-focused
period

Food companies greatly expanded during the first half of high economic growth
period of the Japanese economy after 1950. However, it was a fact that those companies
grew up without considering the environment, and as a result, water and air were
seriously polluted. During this period, because company growth was considered very
important, environmental destruction advanced drastically. Besides, food poisoning
incidents occurred frequently because consumer right was treated lightly. The social
common idea mentioned above caused a lot of serious accidents:

*June1955, Morinaga arsenic milk accident(The poisoning incident occurred due to
a large quantity of arsenic included in dry milk manufactured by Morinaga Milk.)

*May1956, Minamata disease(The Gulf of Minamata was polluted by the



