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Memories of *
Chinese Life 1

Many things needed to be done

On October 1, 1949, 300,000 servicemen and civilians held the founding
ceremony in Tiananmen Square, Beijing. Mao Zedong read the announcement
of the Central Government and solemnly declared the founding the People’s
Republic of China to the world.

The China Economic Yearbook 1981 published some economic data for 1949,
including:

In 1949, China had a population of 541.67 million, a birth rate 36%o, a death
rate of 20%o, and life expectancy was 35 years.

Other figures included:

Gross output value of industry and agriculture: RMB46.6 billion;
National revenue: RMB35.8 billion;

Total retail sales of consumer goods: RMB14.05 billion;

Raw coal: 32 million tons;

Electric power generation: 4.3 billion kWh;

Crude oil: 120,000 tons;



Steel: 158,000 tons;

Cloth: 1.89 billion meters;

Sugar: 200,000 tons;

Grains: 113.20million tons;

Cotton: 445,000 tons;

Oil plant: 2.564 million tons;

Aquatic products: 450,000 tons.

Industrial products in 1949: sewing machine 2,000 sets;
Radio sets: 4,000 sets

Bicycles: 14,000

With this information, per capita data can be easily calculated, which makes it
easy to see how backwards and poor Chinese society was in 1949.

In 1949, the per capita annual gross output value of industry and agriculture
was only RMB86; per capita annual national revenue was RMB69.29; per
capita annual total retail sales of consumer goods were RMB25.94; per
capita annual raw coal added up to 59kg; per capita annual electric power
generation was 7.9 kWh; per capita annual crude oil 0.2kg; per capita annual
steel production 0.29kg; per capita annual cloth 3.49 meters; per capita annual
sugar 0.37kg; per capita annual grains 209kg; per capita annual cotton 0.82kg;
per capita annual oil plants 4.7kg; per capita annual aquatic products 0.83kg.

If calculating in details, we can reach the following conclusions:

The Chinese people in 1949 could only have 0.572kg grains, 0.013kg oil plants,
0.017kg meat and 0.0023kg of fish per day per person.

In the same year, the country suffered from drought, frost, plagues, storms,
hail and floods. Floods were especially serious, resulting in about 100 million
mu of arable land being drowned and 20 million victims.



The People’s Republic of China, newly founded, started “post-war economic
recovery” under conditions of extremely poor economic foundation. The
country was very poor and backward with people living in harsh conditions.
Many things needed to be done. That was the reality of New China of that time.

Against poverty and backwardness, industrious and brave Chinese people
worked hard to develop the economy and rebuild their homes independently
and wholeheartedly and created miracles one after another and the most

beautiful picture.

On October 1, 1949, Mao Zedong declared the founding of
the People’s Republic of China at the Tiananmen Gate tower.
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