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What Is the Best Day of the Year?

I Guidance

A year consists of 365 days. Which one is your favourite? Maybe the passage can give you an
answer. —4E=F AN THRK, W—KEIREE? S0FXRIESHTRER.

It was Saturday and tea was just over. Aunt Miriam would often delight the family with a
story or song for the half hour of gloaming. So they waited for her. But this Saturday was to be
a little different from all the others.

She looked at the children with that smile of hers which made them all love her, and then
slowly asked, “What is the best day in the year?”

“What is the best day in the year?” echoed Charlie. “Well, I have never thought of that
before!”

“I want you all to think well, and make a choice,” Aunt Miriam continued. “I have chosen
that which I think is the best, and written it down in this sealed letter. When you have all made
a choice, I will open it and give a prize of £ 1 to anyone who has chosen rightly”

For a moment they were all dumb ( A 5iiEH] ) with delight, their minds busily thinking
both of her novel question and of the handsome prize. ¥
“Supposing Lily has the first pick!” said Aunt. “She is the youngest, and then the others can

choose afterwards according to age”

&
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a ~ Lily thought a little while. Suddenly she clapped her hands, and the answer came, quick

and decisive, from her merry tongue. “It's my birthday! Because I get so many presents and—

and it’s such a happy day!”
8 “I meant to say that too,” broke in Tom, “Lily’s right, isn’t she, Auntie?”
9 But Aunt shook her head. “You try, Alice,” she said to the next youngest.
10 “I think,” said Alice, with a slow, sweet voice, “that Christmas Day is the best day, because

we see all our friends then, and we all get cards and Christmas boxes, and everyone is happy all
day long”

“Yes, girl,” said Aunt Miriam, “But dear as Christmas Day is, it is not the best after all.?
What is your choice, Charlie?”

@ “Mine’s New Year’s Day,” was the reply, “because then we all go for a picnic and play games,
and boys’ races, and—and—everything else,” he concluded with a wave of the hand that was
quite meant to include Paradise.

“There’s a better choice still,” said Aunt Miriam. “Can you guess it, Harry?”
“I think Empire Day is the best,” said Harry, “because all the schools have their treats then.

Or Breaking-up Day, when the students get all their prizes”

“I'm afraid neither;” said Aunt, thoughtfully. “What do you say, Mary?”

Mary was silent a few moments. “I hardly know which to choose now, Auntie; there are
really no other days I can think of. Tell us, Auntie” she said.

“Wait a bit,” Tom broke in. “I don't like to see that prize go past without having a good try
for it. Is it Leap Year’s Day?”

Auntie shook her head slowly.

“Or Foundation Day?” went on Tom.

Another shake.

“Or Good Friday?”

“No”

“Or Boxing Day?”

Another negative.

“Well then,” said Harry, unwillingly, “I suppose we’ll have to give it up! What is it, Auntie?”

They all drew closer to Aunt Miriam’s chair. Lily climbed on Auntie’s knee and threw one
arm round her neck, and put her face near to Aunt Miriam’s so as to hear the secret first.

“The best day in the year;” said Aunt Miriam, “is—but I'll open the envelope for you.”

She opened it, and there in her own beautiful writing were the words:—“The best day in
the year is today!”



. What Is the Best Day of the Year?

“Today?” they asked in surprise. “How is that?”
8 “Yesterday is past,” came the reply, “and is no longer ours. Tomorrow has yet to come, and

none of us know whether we shall possess it. Today alone is in our hands, to do with as we will”

They were beginning to see Auntie’s meaning.

“So every day is the best,” said Tom thoughtfully.

“That is so,” said Auntie Miriam, “you can make every new day the best day you ever had,
if you only will do it”®

“Well, if every day is the best, we all guessed right after all!” said Harry slyly.

“I don’t know about that,” was the laughing reply, “but you have all tried well, and I have

here”—Aunt\turned to a big parcel ( {72 ) that had been hidden under a tablecloth in the corner—
“six presents, one for each of you, and I hope you will never forget all your life which is the best day

of the year”
(789 words)

Word bank o o
delight vt. (ff) &% (ff) KE
gloaming n. EE&; WH

echo vt. K[l ; B
novel adj. FEH)

paradise n. K&; KiE
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I. Comprehension
1. Why did the writer say that Saturday was to be a little different from all the others?
A. Because Aunt Miriam didn't appear as usual.
B. Because Aunt Miriam didn't tell a story or sing a song as usual.
C. Because that Saturday was a special day of the year.
D. Because a special day was coming.
2. What does the underlined “that” in Paragraph 4 refer to?
A. A letter. B. A gift. C. A choice. D. A prize.

3. In what order did the children make their answers?

A. From old to young. B. From young to old.
C. Just as they will. D. According to their grades.
4. Which of the following will the writer agree with?
A. Yesterday is the least important. B. Today is as important as the holidays.
C. Tomorrow is more important. D. Every day is the best.

5. What did the children learn from Aunt Miriam’s question at last?

. Word check

Match the words with their meanings.

1. seal A. to decide that something is true after looking at all the evidence you have
2. decisive B. to have or own something

3. conclude C. closed with a lid, cover etc. so that nothing can get in or out

4. negative D. expressing opposition to something, especially when there is a choice

5. possess E. able to make choices or decide what to do quickly and confidently

. Writing practice
Do you agree that today is the best day of the year? Please write a short passage expressing

your own idea and then you can also exchange different ideas with your partners.

&



The May Basket

Guidance
In the beautiful month of May, Mary, Edith and Elsie made a pretty May basket for their

mother, with some anemones and peppermints and a few other pretty pieces of candy in it. Do you
want to know Mamma’s feelings? fEFEMII LA , FEFN . AP 22 AR IE 45 M f] A% 40 4 il 4
TSR AR, HLICRA (U B R EEAE AR, B 0 A A8 2 1 ) RSz 1 7

a Mary, Edith, and Elsie live in the country. They are sisters. Every spring, in the beautiful
month of May, they have very happy times hanging May baskets. They make pretty baskets of
colored paper, and fill them with candy, nuts, or flowers.

When it is almost dark, they go quietly to the house of some playmate, and hang the basket
upon the door. Then they knock or ring the bell, and run away to hide behind some bush or in
some dark corner. The one who gets the May basket runs to find them. If they are found, they
spend a merry evening together, playing games and telling stories.

One day Elsie said, “I think it would be fun to make a May basket for mamma”

“Oh, do!” cried Mary. “Let us make the prettiest one we can, and fill it with things she likes.”

“We must keep it a secret;” said Edith. “How can we make it without her knowing?”

“That’s easy enough,” said Elsie. “We can make it up in the garret, in our playtime”

“The hardest thing,” said Mary, “will be to make it pretty enough. Mamma ought to have a

beautiful May basket, for she is the dearest mamma in the world”

©
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So they all thought. And each one tried to find something very beautiful for the May
basket. Edith brought her prettiest box for the frame, Elsie gave her nicest blue and white tissue
paper, and Mary found some gilt paper to make stars for trimming.

What fun it was to make it! Elsie made the paste and cut the stars. Edith cut and ruffled
the tissue paper, and Mary made the basket. It was a very pretty basket, they all agreed, when it
was done.

“Now, what can we put into the basket?” asked Elsie. “It is so pretty we ought to fill it with
something good.”

“Peanuts are the thing, I think,” remarked Edith.

“Oh!” said Mary, “we must get something that mamma likes, instead of choosing what we
like best”

“I know one thing she will like,” said Elsie. “She loves the little anemones that grow down
by the river. Let us get some for her, and fill the basket with them.

“That will be beautiful,” said Mary.

“But I think it would be nicer,” Edith added, “if we had some candy, too; and you know
mamma thinks peppermints are very nice.”

@ “We haven't very much money;,” said Mary, “but we can put together all that we have, and
buy some peppermints.”

They had thirteen cents in all. With their money they bought some peppermints and a few
other pretty pieces of candy, which they hid in the bottom of the basket.

It had been fun to make the basket; it was even more fun to fill it with the pretty candies;
yet the happiest time of all was the time spent in the woods gathering the fragrant anemones,
with their tender pink and white blossoms. How pretty the basket looked when it was filled
with the lovely blossoms! %

@ The children could hardly wait until it was dark. They whispered together in the corners
of the sitting-room, they smiled at one another across the table, and every few moments they
would go into the corner where the basket was hidden, and look how beautiful it was. ©
Mamma was sitting by the table, in the evening, reading aloud to papa. Suddenly she heard

a very loud knock upon the door. She sprang to her feet.®
“Somebody has hung a May basket for the children,” she said. “Elsie, Edith, Mary! Where

are you?”

But nobody answered, and she went to the door herself to get the May basket. How
surprised she was to find her own name upon it! She called to papa, and they went out together
in search of the hidden children. ¥

Led



The May Basket

She heard Elsie laugh, and so she found her behind the bush. Mary was hidden behind the
great tree, and Edith was under the grape vine at the corner of the house.

How much they laughed! How happy they were! Mamma said it was the most beautiful
May basket she had ever seen. The flowers were the very flowers she loved the most, and as for

the peppermints, she had been wanting them for a week! =

(718 words)

Word bank

garret n. T0RE; (At

tissue n. WAG; ML

trimming n. 3G ; BH; B8
anemone n. HRE;
peppermint n. JHfa

vine n. %; =)

1 Théjwhiépéredfbgethér in the corners of the sitting-room, they smiled at one another

across the table, and every few moments they would go into the corner where the basket
was hidden, and look how beautiful it was. flifi #EZ T M BETBIRAE, BHESE TN
CERIAREE, 3 EEILMIR R R AR, BR RS AWEN i, every few
moments 7 (%) JLA4H.

g, Mamma wasszwng by the table, i in the evening, reading aloud to papa Suddenly she heard
~avery loud knock upon the door. She sprang to her feet. i -, i é&f{ﬁ?%ﬂ jt;’c‘-“?
ﬂﬁﬁﬁ%@%"ﬁ, %%iﬂkﬁﬁﬁ]ﬁg%ﬁf 17, MBS HIIA [ 1, spring to one’s feet‘

8 She caﬁe to papa,‘and they went out together in search of the h1d§ children. /
R E FRKAZ T, in search of MASEH, Fk.

4. The flowers were the very flowers she loved the most, and as for the pepperrmnts, she had
 been wanting them for a week! %Z‘EEE{&&E@XK% ETMA, —FLORAEIAE
#, asfor BF, XF. <
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