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Actually, thinking is most mysterious, and by
far the greatest light upon it that we have is thrown
by the study of language. This study shows that the
forms of a person’s thoughts are controlled by inex-
orable laws of pattern of which he is unconscious.
These patterns are the unperceived systemizations
of his own language. .. And every language is a vast
pattern-system, different from others, in which are
culturally ordained the forms and categories by which
the personality not only communicates, but also ana-
lyzes nature, notices or neglects types of relationship
and phenomena, channels his reasoning, and builds

the house of his consciousness.

Benjamin Lee Whorf
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