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Preface

The development of photography has a long story. From the discovery ot pinhole imaging

'

principle by ancient Chinese scholar Mo-tse to the italian scientist Porta who made the camera

obscura used for auxiliary painting in 1558, then the French chemist Daguerre’ s invention of

practical photegraphy in 1839, later the development of photosensitive materials and modem

cigital photography, the higtory of photography emboc great wisdom and effort of the artists and
scientists of many cultures.

In China, people in Guangdong province had become the first who mastered photographic

technology. because it w irst introduced there by the westerners in the 1840s. As to Chine
immigrants, those who came from Xinhui of Guangdong province were the most common group

who-made a living abroad by their own photography studios. Nowadays, photography are mainly

a way to record the reality and beauty of our world and life. There is many a oversea Chine
photographer who has made a positive contribution to the development of this particular form of art,
and some of whom are becoming world-famous.

The Oversea Chinese History Museum of China has collected thousands of the works of
wersea Chinese photographers and has divided them into a special category, because of ther
unigue cultural identity, which enables them to maintain traditional merits as well as to assimilate
foreian influences. With the keen eyes and hands to capture the splendid maments, they have
created a large number of photos showing the nataral heritage and social life of both China and
the countries they are iving. Wide, far-reaching, colourful of the themes, unique, stylish, varied
of the skill, these photographic works have deimonstrated the superior ability of oversea Chinese
photographers and adequately explained the reason of collecting them by the Museum as a special
cultural heritage.

These works are meticulously selected among the Museum collections, donated by hundreds

of photographers all over the world, including some of leaders of this field, premium members of

[

the global photography clubs and people who have winned the prize of  “top 10 photographers of

R

the world” . Let us feel the humanistic care of "Cne V

Jorld, One Dream”  and the good wishes of

building & harmonious vorld through these excellent photos.

Fang Xuehu Weng Naigiang
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