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Dear readers and friends interested in learning Chinese,

When you start to learn about the Chinese language and culture at
the Confucius Institute and the Confucius Classroom, you must be full of
enthusiasm with the expectation for a set of textbooks that will help you not
only learn about Chinese language and culture but also satisfy your curiosity
about Confucius.

It is hoped that this textbook based upon the animated series ‘Confucius’
will meet this need.

At the 25th Olympic Games, it was exciting to see Rebollo from
Barcelona light the Olympic flame with an arrow. Yet more than 2,500 years
ago when a young teacher in China taught his students the “six arts”, he
already required them to aim their arrows and to hit the target to the rhythm
of the music. He was the first man in China who advocated that one should
learn with joy, or in his words “those who merely like what they do are not
equal to those who delight in what they do”. This young teacher was no other
than Confucius who later became a great thinker and educator.

His life story from a poor boy to the Eternal Model Teacher is a legend
that has inspired many.

No matter which country you come from, no matter whether you are a
beginner or have studied Chinese for some time, you are bound to be moved
by the stories of Confucius in this textbook. If you come to understand
Confucius’ ideas of love, uprightness, trust and benevolence for all, it is then
a start upon the journey to understand China and Chinese culture. It has been
our firm belief that the exchanges between countries are in fact exchanges
between individual people and is about communicating heart to heart. In this
respect culture is the link by which the peoples exchange, communicate and
establish friendship. Confucius said well, “A most valuable use of the rites
and protocol is to achieve harmony,” and “Virtue is not left to stand alone. He
who practises it will have neighbours”.

Thank you again for choosing this set of textbooks.

Authors
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Duke Zhao of Lu had passed
away and was succeeded by his
younger brother. He was Duke
Ding of Lu.

Duke Ding of Lu hoped to
find some talented people to
help him, so he said to Lord
Ji,“I have heard that there is a
sage called Confucius who is
recruiting and teaching students.

Summon him to see me.”

The following day, a
carriage arrived outside of e, ths Taliew sond. 6o Tha
Confucius” home. The emissary carriage and said to Confucius,
“The Duke requests you to
choose one or two outstanding
students and come to the Palace
in three days.”

After the emissary left, the
students started to discuss about
it, all wondering who the teacher

would take to see the new

monarch.
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The first student to follow Confucius was Yan

Lu, who later married and had a son named Yan
Hui. Time flew by and Yan Hui was soon over ten
years old. He also came seeking to become one of
Confucius’ students.

He was a thin teenager with bright eyes, just like
Confucius when he was young.

Confucius once asked him,“Little Yan Hui,
learning from me will mean bearing with much
hardship. Can you endure that?”

Yan Hui answered loudly, “Yes!”

From that time on, Yan Hui became one of
Confucius most loved students. Although he was
young, he worked harder than anyone else.

Three days later, it would be the day that
Confucius needed to bring his students to see Duke
Ding of Lu.

4 Gathering Around Confucius
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l{- Yan Hui -‘I

It was a cloudy day and the sun
was blocked by the black clouds.
The students lined in rows,
waiting for their teacher to make
his decision. Yan Hui hid himself
amongst others and kept silent,
fixing his eyes on Confucius.

Confucius said,”“l am going to
see His Grace today and I’d like
to take Yan Hui with me.”

The students looked at each
other, very surprised.

Yan Hui did not expect this
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either, so he stood with the others

 and dared not come out.

Confucius nodded to him
slightly. Yan Hui moved a step
forward cautiously. Confucius
nodded to him again, so Yan Hui
continued cautiously and came
up to the carriage with his head
down.

Zilu was a bit unhappy,“Why
this little fellow?”
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Another student Zai Yu also said, “Indeed. Hope
he would not make us lose face.”

At that time, Duke Ding of Lu was entertaining
Lord Ji in the back garden of the Palace. Dongye Bi
was performing a chariot driving show for them.

Dongye Bi’s chariot first ran through a puddle
and the water splashed everywhere; then it ran up
a slope with the wheels jumping into the air before
with a “thump” coming back to the ground. In the
end Dongye Bi cracked his whip, the chariot took a
sharp turn and came to a steady stop.

Duke Ding of Lu banged on the desk excitedly
and shouted, “Bravo!”

Just then Confucius and Yan Hui arrived.

Confucius said,“Confucius pays his respects to
Your Grace. This is the student I have brought and
his name is Yan Hui.”

Duke Ding of Lu asked,

“Confucius, have your

students learned chariot

driving as well?”

8 Gathering Around Confucius
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Confucius said,“Driving is (77771

one of the six arts. They have
more or less learned it.”

Duke Ding of Lu said,“Let
your student tell us what he
thinks of Dongye Bi’s driving
skills.”

Yan Hui nervously gulped,
plucked up his courage and
said,“I think Dongye Bi’s

horses will run away sooner or

later.”

As soon as this was said,

everyone was dumbfounded.
Dongye Bi opened his eyes
wide and was about to argue,

but Yang Hu stopped him and

said coldly,“Your Grace,

the words from Confucius
and his students can’t be
trusted!”

Duke Ding of Lu also

had a look of doubt on

his face .
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