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Dr. Hong “Johnny” Zhang is the director of creative innovations for the
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Sarah M. and Charles E. Seay/Martha and Pat Beard Center for Excellence £ oy
in Spine Research at TSRHC. He also serves as an associate professor in the
department of orthopedic surgery at the University of Texas Southwestern
Medical Center at Dallas. He earned his medical degree at Tianjin Medical
University in Tianjin, China. He completed his orthopedic surgery residency
at Tianjin Hospital in Tianjin, China. Dr. Zhang’s research focuses on
growth modulation for the correction of early onset scoliosis and developing
instrumentation for surgical treatment of spinal deformities. Dr. Zhang has
published many peer-reviewed scientific papers and holds four patents in
the orthopedic field. Dr. Zhang has received numerous awards, including
two Best Basic Science Awards form the Scoliosis Research Society and
research awards from the Pediatric Orthopedic Society of North America and
Chest Wall Spine Deformity Research Foundation. He is a member of the

Orthopedic Research Society and the Scoliosis Research Society.
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Dr. Dan Sucato is currently the chief of staff and has been on staff at
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Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children since he completed the Dorothy
and Bryant Edwards Fellowship in Pediatric Orthopaedics and Scoliosis
at TSRHC in 1998. He serves as Director of the Sarah M. and Charles E.
Seay/Martha and Pat Beard Center for Excellence in Spine Research. He
graduated magna cum laude from Canisius College in Buffalo, New York.
Dr. Sucato received his medical degree (magna cum laude) and a Master
of Science degree in biophysics from the State University of New York at
Buffalo School of Medicine, where he also completed his general surgery
internship, orthopaedic surgery residency and basic science research
fellowship. He served as one of three International Traveling Fellows for
the Scoliosis Research Society in 2003. During this three-week fellowship,
Dr. Sucato delivered research presentations, studied and discussed complex
cases, observed surgeries at centers throughout Europe and collaborated
with international spine experts. Dr. Sucato is widely published in pediatric
orthopaedics with a focus in the areas of spinal deformity and and hip
conditions and has delivered dozens of presentations worldwide. He is a
professor in the department of orthopaedic surgery at The University of
Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas and is an active staff member
at Children’s Medical Center Dallas. Dr. Sucato is a member of the American
Medical Association; the Texas Medical Association; the Scoliosis Research
Society; the North American Spine Society; the Pediatric Orthopaedic Society
of North America; and the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons.
Dr. Sucato is a reviewer for the Journal of Pediatric Orthopaedics and the
Clinical Orthopaedics and Related Research, and a consultant reviewer for
Spine, Spinal Deformity The Journal of Bone and Joint Surgery and the
Journal of Spinal Cord Medicine.
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Dr. Steve Richards is currently the Chief Medical Officer at Texas
Scottish Rite Hospital for Children, and Professor of Orthopaedic
Surgery at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center. Dr.
Richards earned his medical degree at St. Louis University School
of Medicine, completed his surgical internship at the University of
California, San Diego, and his residency in orthopaedic surgery at
the University of Utah. He completed the Harrington Fellowship of
Pediatric Orthopaedics and Scoliosis at Texas Scottish Rite Hospital
for Children in 1987. He has been very involved with the Scoliosis
Research Society, having served as its President in 2012. He served
as President of the Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of North America
in 2009. He is on the editorial board of the Journal of Pediatric
Orthopaedics and is a consultant reviewer for the journals Spine
Deformity and Spine. Dr. Richards is a member of the American
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