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PREFACE

Object Atlas of Human Anatomy is an important reference book for medical students
to learn about human anatomy and clinicians to review human organ’s morphological
structure prior to surgery. Publishing a series of high-quality object atlas of human
anatomy that suits medical students and doctors is the goal that we have pursued for many
years. In order to achieve this target, the entire staff of Department of Anatomy of Second
Military Medical University has gone through long-term arduous work compiling Object
Atlas of Human Systematic Anatomy and Object Atlas of Human Topographic Anatomy.
The former was published in 2005, followed by its second edition in 2010. This object
atlas has been widely praised by mass medical students and anatomy peers, and played an
important role in human anatomy teaching and improving the teaching quality. Today, the
third edition’s release deserves celebration.

The third edition of Object Atlas of Human Systematic Anatomy has the following
distinctive features: firstly, the selected graphics in the atlas are all taken from real
human anatomy specimens that are quality products resulting from the anatomy faculty’s
hard work since the establishment of Second Military Medical University in 1949 and
embodying the wisdom and efforts of generations of human anatomy academics. It is
worth mentioning that some young teachers and technicians who have worked in the
department of anatomy since 1970s play a key role in the production of bottled specimens.
They have produced exquisite and high-quality specimens that win unanimous praise
from peers of anatomy in domestic medical colleges and teachers in their own department.
Secondly, the order of graphics in the book is the same as the order of chapters in the
national textbook, which is easy for students to make comparison and learn and teachers
to take reference when preparing for lessons. This book is an ideal object specimen atlas
of anatomy, especially for medical colleges in areas which are short of object specimens of
human anatomy. Thirdly, many newly produced and shot high-quality graphics are added
in addition to the original style of the second edition, enriching the contents. Fourthly,
the Chinese and English anatomy terms for the structures in the book have been double
checked against Chinese Terms in Human Anatomy (2014) recently revised by the China
National Committee for Terms in Science and Technologies, so that the anatomy terms are
more standardized. In short, this is an English-Chinese human anatomical structure atlas
with rich contents and fine printing.

The publication of this book will not only provide medical students, doctors and
anatomy peers with a practical reference book for learning, but also substantially enrich
the important foundation medicine course of human anatomy.

Former Honorary President of Chinese Society for Anatomical Sciences
Former Chief Editor of Chinese Journal of Anatomy by Chinese Society for Anatomical Sciences
Former Head and Professor of Department of Anatomy of Second Military Medical University

HUANG Ying
October 2014
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INTRODUCTION

Human anatomy is one of the important basic medical courses. Because of the increase of
student number and intrinsic scarcity of human specimen in recent years, not only students have
much fewer opportunities for hands-on anatomical operation, but also the number of specimens
for demonstration and practice can no longer meet the teaching requirements. Therefore, a fine
Object Atlas of Human Anatomy is especially important to medical students’ learning.

Our university has consistently attached importance to production of human anatomy
specimens and building of human anatomy museum since the Department of Anatomy of Second
Military Medical University was established in 1949. With the leadership of all the previous
department heads and the joint efforts from the teachers and technicians, our anatomy museum
now possesses over 1000 specimens for display, including bottled specimens of systematic
anatomy, topographic anatomy and sectional anatomy, as well as museum multimedia specimen
query and demonstration system. These assets greatly facilitate anatomy teaching to medical
students and clinicians’ pre-surgery review. In order to assist teaching and supplement the
deficiencies in anatomy teaching and object atlas, we produced some extra specimens on the
basis of the bottled anatomy specimens in the human anatomy museum in 2005, and compiled
Object Atlas of Human Systematic Anatomy. Since its publication, this edition of atlas has won
the first prize of best-selling book awarded by Publishers Association of China in 2006 and the
second prize of excellent textbook awarded by University Press Work Institute in East China in
2009, receiving praise from anatomy peers and medical students at home and abroad. In 2010, we
revised the first edition atlas, processing the deficiencies in the original atlas (e.g. comprehensive
color modulation, reference line adjustment, typo correction, efc.) so as to perfect it. The revised
edition was applied in the teaching of human anatomy to our university’s medical students,
becoming one of the essential textbooks for them to study human anatomy.

During anatomy teaching practice in recent years, we found that the graphics collected in the
second edition of atlas are not complete; a few structure labels are inaccurate; the anatomical
terminology is slightly different from Chinese Terms in Human Anatomy published by the China
National Committee for Terms in Science and Technologies in 2014, efc. Therefore, we revised
the second edition of the atlas once again, replaced some graphics lacking in clarity, added 57 new
graphics and brought the total number of graphics to 554. The anatomical terminology are in line
with the Chinese Terms in Human Anatomy and labeled with both Chinese and English. Single
and plural forms are not differentiated for some frequently used English words in this atlas such as
“joint, ligament, muscle, artery, vein and nerve”, and abbreviations such as “., lig.,, m., a., v. and n.”
are consistently adopted to stand for them. The colors on the specimens are differentiated for ease
of reading: red for arteries, blue for veins, and yellow for nerves. Considering the colors of the
original pictures did not appeal to the eye due to the time the specimens were made, production
level, photograph quality and various other factors, the editors managed to retain the original
morphology of the specimen organs’ structures while making use of 1mage processing software to
adjust the color.

Anatomical specimens not only need to accurately display the normal morphological structure
of human organs, but also possess the nature of handicraft which requires a great deal of technical
input. Many teachers and technicians have made efforts in the production of anatomical specimens
over the years. The compilation of the previous two editions of this atlas received support and
assistance from the department of anatomy of other institutions including Medical College of
Tongji University, Chengdu Medical College, Wenzhou Medical College and Binzhou Medical
College. We hereby extend our salutation and appreciation to all people who have contributed
ideas and hard work to the publishing of this atlas, especially those senior colleagues in our
department of anatomy who have produced the bottled anatomical specimens.

During the past decade from the first edition to the third, Object Atlas of Human Systematic
Anatomy has been continuously perfected and improved as time went by, playing an important
role in the anatomy teaching to medical students. As the editor may inevitably have deficiencies in
specimen production, photography, image processing and structure marking, we would appreciate
readers’ valuable advice.

DANG Ruishan, YANG Xiangqun, ZHANG Chuansen
November 2014 in Shanghai
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