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PREFACE 5

The generous reception accorded the Christian Com-
mentary on the Four Books, issued during the past few years,
encourages the continuation of the series with a Companion
Commentary on the Five Classics.

This will consist of two volumes ; the present one includi
the Books of History and Poetry ; the second volume contain-
ing the Books of Changes, Rites and the Spring and Autum:
Annals.

No argument ought to be needed to show the '_great.‘_]
importance of the study of the Chinese Classics at the present. .

of the Classics is past. When the caste of countenance and
the mental traits of the Sons of Han change, the Classics will !
pass away, and no soomner. A glance at Kanghss's Standard 1

time. It is a superficial view-indeed to suppose that the day#

Dictionary will show that the Classics determine the correct
usage of the language. References to them fill the newspapers
and the literature of the land. They may truly be called tlie
treasure house of Chinese learning and moral instruction, “the
guide of the individual, the Family and the Government.
They furnish the ideals which have shaped the life of the nation_ |
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for three thousand years, and which are to-day the standard_@fz"?-‘
judgment from which there is no appeal. So that if the
student wishes to gain the view point of the Chinese mind, and =
to trace those intellectual and moral forces which have made
this country what it has been, through the centuries, he must
lhave some familiarity with these venerable writings.

While this is true, it is also important that the Classies be
appraised at their true value, and only a due proportion of time
be given to them. To do this, they must be studied eclecti- ﬂ

~eally. ‘T'he Five Classics and the Commentaries are too long
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to be studied in full. While the reader finds much which is
noble and valuable, he also finds much which is not autheﬁfic,
much which is useless, and not a little which is harmful. The
- worship of the material universe, of a multitude of false gods,
concubinage and fortune telling are alltaught in them. What
Merncius said of the Book of History, that ‘‘it would be better
to be without it than to give entire credence to it,”” applies
to all the Classics.

So also of the Book of Odes. Confucius’ remark on their
 purity is often referred to in books on China, and a meaning
is attached to it which is not justified by the facts and which he
_probably never intended it to have. Confucius himself distinctly
: condemned some of the Odes as licentious (as the Chéng #5)
* and not a few of the others are open to the same criticisin,
~ Chubhsi is to be commended for his candor when he says that
 Confucius’ statement was general merely, and not applicable
o to.all of the Odes. Similarly, undue importance is often
" attached to the first two books of the Odes, the Cheu Nar and
Shao Nan, due to a misunderstanding of Confucius’ remark
that whoever has not mastered these books is like ‘‘a man
standing with his face to a wall.”” 'This did not mean that the
contents of these Odes was of great importance, for they
consist mostly of pleasing but simple pictures of the homely
tuties and every day life of Chinese women ; but only that
these books form the @ & ¢ of the Classic, and unless one had
mastered these, further attempts at progress would be futile.
The remark of a commentator, amusing in its candor throws
light on the subject of these Odes, and on the Chinese estimate
of feminine character. The Ode speaks of a dove, aud the
Commentator says ‘‘ Womau is like the dove, which is a very
stupid bird; in fact intelligence is not a requisite for the
discharge of womaunly duties!”

For the reasons given above, therefore, only parts of each
Classic have been selected and commented on,—the first five
sections of the Book of History and the first two sections of the
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Odes, together with various passages in each Classic which
have been quoted in the Four Books, or are in general use,

In preparing this Commentary, standard works like those
of T'sai Sén 2% ¥, Mao F, and the Imperial Commentary of
Yung Chéng have been carefully consulted, and many of the
best thoughts of the greatest classical scholars of China have
been selected. Care has been taken to bring out the religious
and moral ideas of ancient China as related to, or contrasted
with, the great truths of the Christian religion. Any account
of the Classics would be seriously defective which failed to
touch upon those beliefs which relate to the eternal destiny of
mankind, indicating the errors which have long beclouded and
weakened the moral sense of this great people, and showing
how Divine Revelation alone must supply that spiritual power.
which can renovate and uplift a nation.

The author will consider his labor well spent if the aim of*
this book is attained,—to give the student a summary of what
lie ought to know about the Five Classics, making it compact

encugh to be mastered by a busy man in a 1e%ombh short
time.

HENRY M. Woong.

Hwaianfu, Kiangsu, March 1917,
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