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Passage [A)
B Bl Pre-reading Task

Discuss the following questions.
1. What is your opinion of success?

2. How to achieve success in college?

[ |Text

Is College Still the Path to Success?

The aspect of success is very subjective as the definition will vary from one person
to another. You, like many others, will hear people saying that college is the only way to be
successful. In today’s world, this still somewhat remains true, but the whole dynamic of
success has changed. What one person may consider as “successful” can be perceived as
“failure” by another. College, itself, becomes a dynamic in itself. For the most part, many
variableshave to be factoredin when it comes to the path of success.

Unfortunately, college itself does not immediately grant you the path to success. In
today’s global economy, it seems that academia is not properly equipped to deal with the
shiftin job markets. Even if you go to college and get a degree, there are still plenty of factors
you have to consider.

The first thing you have to factor is what you want to do as a career. Unfortunately, not
all careers are created equal. Certain careers do not pay as well despite how much effort,
discipling time, money, and commitment you put forth. You could get a bachelor’sin
theatricalarts but not find success in that field. At the same time, there are plenty of people
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that have found success without having gone to or completing college. But, that itself requires
much research, planning, and creativity.

The second thing you have to factor is the marketability of the degree you are pursuing.
While colleges offer many different majors, only a handful will be marketable. The more
marketable your degree is, the higher the chances are of you being able to land a job. The less
marketable your degree is, the lower the chances are of you being able to land a job. When
deciding what degree program you pursue, you have to employ a lot of critical thinking and
game theory. Think about how you think the chosen degree will help you in the future. In
short, you have to carefully think before even deciding what degree you truly want to get.
Just getting a bachelor’s degree does not necessarily mean you can get a career in your major.
There are professions which require you to further your education with graduate and post-
graduate programs which are competitive to get into.

The third thing you have to factor is the job market. This is one dynamic that nobody
really has control over. If you have paid attention to the arguments made by the various
Occupy Wall Street (OWS) groups across the nation, you would hear stories about how they
went to college, got their degrees, but were not able to find a job. Those that have found jobs
would eventually lose them through no fault of their own. Keep in mind that not everybody
will agree with what members of OWS have to say. Also, you have to think about your current
location and the demand for jobs that are in your field. You may have to move to where those
jobs are.

The fourth thing you have to factor is the competition. It is a very competitive world.
Unfortunately, competition tends to bring out the worst in people. Prime examples would be
the 2008 Democratic primary contest and the current 2012 Republican primary contest for
those that keep up with the news, let alone politics. For the desired job position, you will be
going up against many other people. You are highly likely going to get passed over for another
candidate that has more or specific qualifications you do not have.

The fifth thing you have to factor is the college you get accepted to. The cold reality
is that the college you choose to go to, provided you are accepted, plays a role in your
success. When applying for jobs, there should be competition and employers will look at your
education background. You could get passed over for a candidate that went to a better college
or a college that had a better program.

The sixth thing you have to factor is how well you educate yourself in the desired major.
It is not uncommon for people to switch between majors. That does play a factor in your
future success.

With everything considered, there is no definitive answer. Everything is subjective

when it comes to education and success. Of course you have to be educated to be successful.



However, being educated does not necessarily mean you have to go to college.

At the same time, you do need a college degree to get into various fields such as science,

medicine, finance, and so forth. It all depends on what you really want to do. On the other

hand, you could choose to go into film as there are plenty of successful filmmakers that never

went to or finished film school.
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subjective /sab'dzektiv/ a. ZALE) ; MAE

vary /'veari/ vi. 4L
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B M After-reading Task

£ 3 I. Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.
il 1. What does this passage mainly discuss?

i ; i

1 A. How to package yourself in the job market is important.
Ut

B. What kind of career is appropriate for you.
C. There are still factors you need to consider even if you go to college.
D. The fierce competition in the job market is unavoidable.
2. In the author’s opinion,
A. success is objective
B. college is the only way to be successful
C. different people may have different perceptions for success
D. success is easy to achieve
3. According to the passage, if you go to college and get a degree,
A. you can achieve success in that field
B. college itself may grant you the path to success
C. you can be sure to land a job
D. there’re still lots of elements you have to think about
4. The phrase “employ a lot of critical thinking” (Line 5, para.4) is closest in meaning

to

A. employ a lot of people to think critically
B. you are employed to think
C. think carelessly about the chosen degree
D. think carefully before deciding what degree you want to get
5. According to the passage, if you are accepted to go to a college, make sure the
following except
A. it can play a role in your future success
B. your future employer will be satisfied with your education background
C. it is an ideal college
D. you could get passed over for a candidate who went to a better college

I1. Choose the definition from column B that best matches the word in column A.

A. B.
1. subjective a. work connected with education
2. academia b. to change from one to another
3. commitment c. be influenced by personal opinion
4. dynamic d. very important
5. critical e. a promise to do sth.



6. current f. existing now but not for a long time
7. various g. full of energy and new ideas

8. switch h. having great dirersity

IIL. Translate the expressions into Chinese or English.

1. to think about your current location and the demand for the job

2. deciding what degree you truly want to get

3. to go up against many people for the desired job position

4. to go to college and get a degree

5. TR X 7 T PR R S
6. NG SL BN SS T AR A AT I B
7. VES B e o s 21V
8 HE MM Z AR R ATE R E R

IV. Complete each of the sentences with an appropriate form of the word given.

1. vary various variety
a. There was little she coulddotoadd ~ to her daily routine.
b. He has gained a reputationin  fields of scholarly studies.
c. The availability of good medical care tendsto ~ inversely with the need for it.
2. market marketable marketability
a. Make yourself ~ outside your company as well as inside.
b. We all view the job  as increasingly internationalized and ever more
competitive.
c. Wedonotdoubtthe ~ of your product, but the reality is that the sales are low.
3. compete competition competitive
a. Culture is the soul of things, and the core of the ~~ power of commodities.
b. We try to make the trains run on time, but we can’t  against the weather.
c. We succeeded in winning the contract in the face of ~ from several foreign
firms.

V. Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where necessary.

provided bachelor critical uncommon expertise further
candidate commitment switch theatrical subjective current

1. In order not to go out of style, we need to read newspapers to keep track of affairs.
2. Both sides consider it desirable to the understanding between the peoples in
two countries.

3. I don’t mind Mary coming with us, she pays for her own meals.
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