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Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, 5th Edition:
a group of words that usually contains a subject and a verb, and expresses a
complete idea. Sentences written in English begin with a capital letter and usually

end with a full stop or a question mark.

Longman Dictionary of American English, 3rd Edition:
a group of written or spoken words that has a subject and a verb, and expresses
a complete thought or asks a question. Sentences written in English begin with a

capital letter and end with a period, a question mark, or an exclamation point.

. Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 8th Edition:

a set of words expressing a statement, a question or an order, usually con-
taining a subject and a verb. In written English sentences begin with a capital
letter and end with a full stop/period (.), a question mark (?) or an

exclamation mark/exclamation point (!).

. New Oxford Dictionary of English, 2005 Edition:

a set of words that is complete in itself, typically containing a subject and
predicate, conveying a statement, question, exclamation, or command, and con-

sisting of a main clause and sometimes one or more subordinate clauses.

Oxford Advanced Learner’s English-Chinese Dictionary, 7th Edition:
largest unit of grammar, usually containing a subject, a verb, an object, etc

and expressing a statement, question or command.

. Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 3rd Edition:

a group of words, usually containing a verb, which expresses a thought in
the form of a statement, question, instruction or exclamation and starts with a

capital letter when written.

. Collins English Dictionary, 8th Edition:

a sequence of words capable of standing alone to make an assertion, ask a
question, or give a command, usually consisting of a subject and a predicate con-

taining a finite verb.

Collins Cobuild Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 6th Edition:
A sentence is a group of words which, when they are written down, begin
with a capital letter and end with a full stop, question mark, or exclamation

mark. Most sentences contain a subject and a verb.

. Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners:

a group of words, usually including a subject and a verb, that express a

statement, question, or instruction. A written sentence begins with a capital letter



and ends with a PERIOD, QUESTION MARK, or EXCLAMATION POINT.
10. The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 4th Edition:

a grammatical unit that is syntactically independent and has a subject that is
expressed or, as in imperative sentences, understood and a predicate that
contains at least one finite verb.

11. Webster’s Third New International Dictionary of the English Language,
Unabridged, 2003 Edition:

a grammatically self-contained unit consisting of a word or a syntactically
related group of words that expresses an assertion, a question, a command, a
wish, or an exclamation, that in writing usually begins with a capital letter and
concludes with appropriate end punctuation, and that in speech is phonetically
distinguished by various patterns of stress, pitch, and pauses.

12. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 11th Edition:

a word, clause, or phrase or a group of clauses or phrases forming a syn-
tactic unit which expresses an assertion, a question, a command, a wish, an
exclamation, or the performance of an action, that in writing usually begins with
a capital letter and concludes with an appropriate end punctuation, and that in

speaking is distinguished by characteristic patterns of stress, pitch, and pauses.

AT BT M 12 4 Jeifiin) g SU— 2817, SR 5 PR it
frIa44,

MAJFHITCRERF , K ZH0 JA 3818 4] F =2 —41iA” (a group
of words; a set of words; a sequence of words) ;{H 2t E+ 4341
B E IR FE A AT LU —AN 8] — AN W) — AN iR 4 — 4 M ) sl
—2#Hia]4H (a word, clause, or phrase or a group of clauses or phrases; a
word or a syntactically related group of words)

AT B SORF , 25 80 MOk 4 7 %= — AR R EGEE
f9%4 37 ¥ {7 (a grammatical unit that is syntactically independent; a gram-
matically self-contained unit; a syntactic unit; the largest unit of grammar;
forming a syntactic unit) ,

AT T A D] di B R ) RO E BT SR A
Mgty & i IR SR e B, iR U B 9 (has a subject
that is expressed or, as in imperative sentences, understood and a predicate

that contains at least one finite verb) ,

AT HIDIRERT , —F LA 59 ia) SR W ) 7 ) D BB A 36 ik ok |
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PR ) B, K 4R A RR B & R, 38 17 9 (expresses an
assertion, a question, a command, a wish, an exclamation, or the perform-
ance of an action)

MATF IR R 5 R & , 4ok 2 $ia) ok O 363 ) 7 46 T JE X
HE NS FE— KRS, A R8s E 855 S U S
( begin with a capital letter and end with a full stop, question mark, or excla-
mation mark ) , {E &t A7 9 1) i %) 2 AU AR s A5 5 45 tH T SE I SEAA 0 5E
Y. A T % A W &) B 45 5 (concludes with an appropriate end
punctuation) , LR BEA R R T 445 (6] 5 5L

KT E R B SRS, AT BN N TR B € SCERL: . RATA
i S B LA
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1. “Kirk will be disappointed of his majority this time,” he said with a smile. ({44
7))

2. “That I will, Adele’; and I hastened away with her, glad to quit my gloomy
monitress. The carriage was ready . they were bringing it round to the front, and
my master was pacing the pavement, Pilot following him backwards and

forwards. ( {f& - &))

3. The time came in its season, and that was very soon, when I almost wondered
that nothing troubled his repose, as I looked at him. But he slept — let me think
of him so again — as I had often seen him sleep at school; and thus, in this si-

lent hour, I left him. ({ KT - BREFER))
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