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1. Safe Hands
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A fire engine raced through the streets to a fire. Its siren was screaming

. Al

Wee-wu. Wee-wu. Wee-wu.’

[t was not long before the engine reached the fire. Smoke was pouring out of
an apartment building where many people lived. There were flames coming out of
the top floor windows. The firemen quickly connected their hoses and began pou-
ring water onto the building.

Then a woman appeared on one of the top floor windows. “Help!™ she cried.
“Help!”™ She had a small baby in her arms. “Throw the baby down,” one of the
firemen called. He was a big, strong man with wide shoulders. “I don’t dare,”
the woman shouted. “You might drop him. " The fireman laughed. “Don't wor-
ry,” hesaid. "I won't drop him. I'm the goalkeeper for the fire department’s
soccer team. "

The woman looked down at the fireman. She saw his wide shoulders and big
hands. “All right,” she said. She leaned out of the window and dropped the ba-
by. It fell safely into the fireman's hands. The only problem was that for a mo-
ment he forgot where he was and what he was doing. He bounced the baby three
times and then kicked it halfway up the street.

o ijll 25

1. The title “Safe Hands” means .
A. very cozy and safe
B. dangerous
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the top floor windows. The firemen quickly connected their hoses and began pou-
ring water onto the building.
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“Help!™ She hac a small baby in her arms. “Throw the baby down,” one of the
firemen called. He was a big, strong man with wide shoulders. “I don’t dare,”
the woman shouted. “You might drop him. ” The fireman laughed. “Don’t wor-
ry,” he said.  “1 won’t drop him. I'm the goalkeeper for the fire department’s
soccer team.

The woman looked down at the fireman. She saw his wide shoulders and big
hands. “All right,” she said. She leaned out of the window and dropped the ba-
by. It fell safely into the fireman’s hands. The only problem was that for a mo-
ment he forgot where he was and what he was doing. He bounced the baby three
times and then kicked it halfway up the street.
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1. The title “Safe Hands” means )
A. very cozy and safe

B. dangerous
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C. soft hand
D. hard hand

2. The sound of a fire engine’s siren is
gl

A. Wee-wu. Wee-wu
B. Mow
C. Wu-wu
D. We don't know
3. As used in the last sentence, “bounce” means
A. jump
B. move up and down
C. throw away

D. spring
= ¥ iR i
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2. Chewing Gum
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Why do people like to chew gum? Some people say they like the taste. Oth-

9

ers say they can think better when they chew gum. Some people chew it when
they have some boring work to do. Others chew gum when they are nervous.

Gum is a mixture of several things. For many years gun companies made
gum from @Qe Chicle is a natural gum from a tree in Mexico and Central Amer-
ica. Now C(f}npaihes use plashc and rubber made from petroleum instead of chic-
le.

Gum must be soft so you can chew it. A softener keeps it soft. The gum

2 SR o B e

company makes the softener from vegetable oil. A sweetener makes the gum

o sweel. This sweetener is usually sugar. Then the company adds the flavor.

jﬁ[ Thomas Adams made the first gum from chicle in 1836. However, chewing

iﬁ gum was not new. The Greeks chewed gum from a tree over 2000 years ago.
Mayan Indians in Mexico chewed chicle. Indians in the northeastern United State<
taught Europeans to chew gum from a tree there.

9 People first made bubble gum in 1928. Children like to blow bubbles with

bubble gum. Some university students do too.
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1. In which year Thomas Adams made the first gum from chicle?

1836

8 o 4 ® iﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ

A



MQ @ Englisb Chinese Mutual Connection Reading Qiggg‘.;

B. 1863
C. 1928
D. 2000
2. In modern time which of the following material isn’t in gum?
A. Softener 9
B. Sweetener

C. Flavor
D. Chicle

3. Which of the sentence is wrong according to the passage?

A. Gum is a mixture of several things.
B. The gum comjany makes the sofiener from animal oil.
C. Indians in the northeastern United States taught Europeans to chew

gum.
D. People first made bubble gum in 1928.
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3. The Butcher and the Customer
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Joe Biggs was a butcher. He worked five and a half days a week. His shop

-]

shut at one o'clock on Thursdays, and it was shut on Sundays. Saturdays were
the busiest days.

Joe had a big\refrigeratur in his shop, but he tried not to buy too much meat
at a time, and to sell it before he bought more.

One Thursday a woman came into the shop at five minutes to one. *['m sorry
I'm late,” she said, “but some people have just telephoned to say that they are
going o come to dinner tonight, and | need some more meat. ”

Joe only had one piece of good meat in the shop. He had sold all the others
earlier in the day. He took the piece out and said to the woman,  “This is
£6.50."

“That piece is too small,” the woman answered. “Haven't you got anything
bigger?”

Joe went into the room behind his shop, opened the refrigerator, put the

o HF = oom X B OHR K B oe

piece of meat into it, took it out again and shut the door of the refrigerator with a Y

lot of noise. Then he brought the piece of meat back to the woman and said,

“This piece is bigger and more expensive. It’s £ 8.75." 9
“Good,” the woman answered with a smile. “Give me both of them,

please. ™
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1. How many days did Joe Biggs work a week? -

A. Five days
] B. Five days and a half
C. Six days

©

D. All the days
2. Why did the woman want to buy meat?
A. She liked it.
B. She was the Butcher's friend.
C. She would have lots of guests to have dinner in her house.

D. 1It’s not clear in the passage.

i B e

. As used in the third line, “refrigerator” means
A. fridge

B. cold room

B

R

C. engine
D. make cool or cold
. It can be inferred from the passage that /

A. the woman knew that secret

© H =

. the woman wanted to buy more meat

®

B
C. there are too much meat in the shop
D

. the woman had no enough money
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4. Wrong by Two
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? Jack Hawkins was the football coach at an American college, and he was al-

ways trying to find good players, but they weren’t always smart enough to be ac-
cepted by the college. /, b

One day the coach brought an excellent young player to the dean of the cal-
lege and asked that the student be allowed to enter without an examination.
“Well,” the dean said after some persuasion, “I'd belter ask him a few ques-
tions first. ”

Then he turned to the student and asked him some very easy questions, but
the student didn’t know any of the answers.

At last the dean said, “Well, whats five times seven?”

The student thought for a long time and then answered, “Thirty-six. ”

The dean threw up his hands and looked at the coach in despair, but the

© Hi B oob o E S ki B e

coach said earnestly, “Oh, please let him in, sir! He was only wrong by two. "

= Il 2

l. Who was Jack Hawkins?
# A. He was the dean of the college

©

B. He was the football coach al an American college

C. He was very smarl
D. His players like him very much

It can be inferred that .
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