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Long time ago a husband and his wife got a little seed from a beautiful fairy. She said,
“Plant it in a flower-pot you will get a child as you wish.” Both of them planted the seed.
They watered it and loosen the soil with care. Several days passed the little seed grew into a plant

with a beautiful red flower.
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“It is very beautiful.” The wife said. She gently touched the flower. Immediately the flower
opened out and there was a very pretty girl as small as a thumb, smiling in the middle of it.
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In the middle of one night an ugly, lumpy mother toad came through a window.
She watched Thumbelina admiringly. “You are so beautiful. I want you to marry my son.”
The mother toad waited until Thumbelina slept. Then she leapt and snatched her away. She placed
her on a lotus leaf in the middle of water to keep her from escaping. Waking up, Thumbelina
cried with fear. A school of fish pitied her and bit the lotus stem until it was torn and the lotus

leaf floated along the stream.
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A butterfly flied around to help Thumbelina.
Using a ribbon, she towed the lotus leaf to make it float

more quickly.

Suddenly a beetle snatched Thumbelina away. “You
are so lovely. Be my wife,” said a beetle, taking Thumbelina to
a high tree. Other beetles came and looked at her. Thumbelina
trembled with fear. “Look at you, you are so ugly and very skinny.
You have only two legs. You should be fat, have more legs and fly
like us. That will be beautiful,” said the beetles and took Thumbelina

to a deep forest.
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Poor Thumbelina lived alone in the forest. She slept under a tree in
a cradle made from grass. She drank morning dew, ate peas and berries.v_j
She sang with swallows and played with little animals through the summer.
The winter came. Everywhere was white snow. Others animals were gone
Thumbelina was cold and hungry. She came at last to a rat’s cottage. The rat p
Thumbelina and asked to stay with her. Thumbelina helped the rat do the ho

She also sang her songs every day.
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~ There was a hole near the rat’s cotfage It was a mole’ s honse The mole lived in
a dark house for a long time. He was nearmghted and could not see thrngs clearly He fell in love :
with Thumbelina because of her beautiful voice.
One day the mole asked Thumbelina to walk along the underground hole to his home.
On the way Thumbelina found a swallow lying unconscious and stiff with the cold. Sweet
Thumbelina hurriedly covered her w1th soft dry grass and held ‘her with pity. She took
good care of her and fed her rlce and ‘water untrl the swallow became strong
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One day the rat asked and forced Thumbelma to marry the mole,
her nelghbor “He has a blg, comfortable house and he has lots of Jood.

to marry ‘the mole because she dld not love him. She did not hke the house
ina dark tunnel w1thout momm, ‘
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You must be happy, belzeve me sa1d the rat. But Thumbelina d1d not want

] :Shlne She could not see the cloud in
g day :was:":near and _Thumbelma“ :
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One morning while Thumbelina went for a walk, feeling lonely, she met the swallow once again.
“Thumbelina come with me,” said the swallow. “I will take you to a wonderland.” The swallow let
Thumbelina sit on her back. Then she flew over grasslands, forests and mountains. She flew far
and far away until she reached a pleasant land with a wide lake, a field of different kinds of flowers.
It was beautiful like a heaven kingdom. The swallow took Thumbelina to a beautiful flower field
and placed her on the most beautiful flower. The flower opened out to welcome her.



