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Abstract

Open content community is a new community form and service
model under Web 2. 0 environment, which is different from those pres-
ented in the traditional sense. Web 2. 0 technology brings an open en-
vironment of the user — generated content which means opening con-
tent and the opening process of content creation. A Study of Growth
Factors and Evolutionary Mechanisms on Wiki — based Open Content
Communities aims at analyzing the content building model which is
based on community cooperation, from the community point of view
researching a variety of applications based on wiki platform, analyzing
the constituent elements of an open content community and the inter-
action between these elements, from the various dimensions of the
constituent elements of the community to explore mechanisms for the
introduction of open content, implementation, construction and devel-
opment issues. This will be helpful for similar open content system de-
sign, implementation and development.

The research work is mainly reflected in the following areas ;

Firstly, the backgrounds of this research and the necessity of re-
search content are introduced, following by the review of the open
content, the research focuses and associated progresses.

Secondly, three modes of the open content community are

summed up, which are free mode, the owner-centric mode and mixed
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mode based on the openness of the production process. Then typical
representative cases of three kinds of production mode are selected, a-
nalysis of the characteristics of its open production and quality control
manner is made. From the perspective of the content producers and
the patterns of content formation, the differences between Wikipedia
and the wiki in other applied areas are analyzed, the relationship be-
tween specific characteristics of community producers, production
characteristics and community growth are revealed.

Thirdly, asynchronous interaction of different production mode is
analyzed; the objective laws of interaction that occurred in the open
content community, as well as the relationship between interaction and
the growth of the community are summarized.

Fourthly, a comparative analysis is made about the performance
of the Chinese and English Wikipedia, the network book, Taiwan’s
baseball wiki, summarizing the main factors which have an impact on
the community performance, and use of system dynamics approach re-
vealing the growth mechanism of the open content community.

Finally, currently wiki application status of libraries are summed
up; taking the library as an example, four barriers for the organization
to successful implementation wiki are analyzed; two strategies to
prompt the effective implementation of open content mechanism are
proposed ; then some suggestions to the open service platform for infor-
mation literacy education of Chinese Academy of Sciences are given.

Keywords: open content; wiki; community; growth
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