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Chairman Mao Zedong (right), accompanied by Premier Zhou Enlai

(center), meets with Wang Jinxi (left) during the 9th CPC National Congress
in April 1969.
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Premier Zhou Enlai (Ieft) meets with Wang Jinxi (right) during the Ist
Session of the 3rd National People’s Congress in December 1964.
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Comrade Deng Xiaoping (right) meets with Wang Jinxi (left) at the oilfield

during his trip to Daqing in July 1964.
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Comrade Jiang Zemin (left) visits Wang Jinxi’s wife Wang Lanying (right)
on February 25, 1990.
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A Short Biography of Iron Man Wang Jinxi

(1923—1970)

‘Wang Jinxi was born to a poor farming family in Chijinpu Village, Yumen
County in Gansu Province on October 8, 1923. He started to beg for a living
at six and tended cattle for landlords from the age of 10. He began working
at the Yumen Oilfield at 15, where he toiled until the oilfield was liberated.
In the spring of 1950, Wang thus became one of the first generation of oil
workers in New China. He worked as a driller and later became a team leader,
and joined the Communist Party of China in April 1956. In September 1958,
his team set a national record for monthly drilling depth and was hailed as the
“Iron Drilling Team”. In September 1959, Wang was honored as a “National
Model Worker” and attended a conference of model workers from China’s
industry and transport sectors. At the conference he learnt that a large
oilfield had been found in Dagqing. Excited at the news, he sought out the
head of the Ministry of Petroleum to ask if he could join the drilling effort.
In March 1960, Wang and his No. 1205 Team went to Daqing. Defying
all hardships, Wang mobilized his teammates to erect the rig without
mechanical tools and operate it by “breaking ice to get water”. Despite having
an injured leg, he once jumped into a slurry pool to mix cement and prevent a
blowout. Due to his heroic deeds, Wang was hailed an “Iron Man” and set an
example of hard work in Daging’s massive drilling campaign.

Wang worked in a series of posts, including leader of No. 1205 Drilling
Team, Director of the Infrastructure Brigade and of No. 2 Drilling Brigade
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under the Daqing Drilling Headquarters, Deputy Director of the Daging
Drilling Headquarters and of the Daqing Revolutionary Committee, and
Deputy Chief of the CPC’s Core Leadership at Daqing. In December 1964,
Wang attended the First Session of the Third National People’s Congress.
In April 1969, he attended the Ninth National Congress of the CPC, where
he was elected as a member of the Party’s Central Committee and met
Chairman Mao Zedong and Premier Zhou Enlai. Wang died of stomach
cancer on November 15, 1970 at the age of 47.

Iron Man Wang was an outstanding representative of the Daqing
people, a glorious role model of China’s oil workers, a pioneer of the
Chinese working class, an outstanding model Party member, and a hero
of the Chinese nation. He performed immortal feats for both China’s
oil industry and socialist construction by creating massive material
wealth and leaving us a valuable spiritual wealth—the spirit of “Iron
Man”. His spirit of patriotism, entrepreneurship, pragmatism and
dedication personified the Daqing spirit and is an important part of
the Chinese nation’s spirit, which has been fully affirmed by the central
leadership of different generations and widely recognized and highly
regarded by people from all walks of life. Wang was recognized by the
CPC Organization Department as a model Party member of prestige
among the people since the establishment of the People’s Republic
of China during the 40th anniversary of the founding of the country.
Other people who were bestowed this title included Lei Feng, Jiao
Yulu, Shi Laihe and Qian Xuesen. At the turn of the century, Wang
was named by Xinhua News Agency as one of the Top 10 Greatest
Chinese People of the Past 100 Years, with the other nine being Sun
Yat-sen, Lu Xun, Lei Feng, Jiao Yulu, Li Siguang, Mao Zedong, Deng
Jiaxian, Deng Xiaoping and Yuan Longping.
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Iron Man Wang Jinxi's Poetry and Quotations

Preface

OWang Kun

Iron Man Wang Jinxi, who started his career as a driller, did not attend
school prior to China’s liberation because his family could not afford it.
Despite his participation in collective anti-illiteracy programs after the
founding of the People’s Republic of China, Wang was by no means well
educated. He was nonetheless a poet, who derived his passion from China’s
spirited socialist construction and shaped his style during his days at the
drilling rig.

In 1964, US reporter Edgar Snow visited China. He interviewed Mao
Zedong and asked him what he thought about anti-Chinese sentiments
abroad. Citing Wang’s poem, Mao said, “We are developing a large oilfield
in northeast China and a driller there said ‘As we oil workers roar, the world
will tremble.” When we speak, some people around the world feel uneasy”.
By his lines, Wang expressed the Chinese people’s disregard of difficulties
and hardships, which left a deep impression on Chairman Mao Zedong.

Wang wrote many popular poems. One reads, “When oil workers
roar, the world will tremble. With our indomitable enthusiasm, we fear
no difficulty.” Another reads, “The sharp north wind is a fan and the cold
snow is parched flour. Coming from all over the country, we gather here to
construct the largest oilfield in China. Work! Work! Work!” Full of vigor

and ambition, those lines reflected Wang’s firm determination to transform
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China’s backward oil development.

Wang’s remarks are thought-provoking and filled with philosophical
wisdom: “Where conditions are favorable, we proceed. Where conditions
are unfavorable, we create favorable conditions; then we proceed.” Another
is “To work is Marxism-Leninism; to quit is not.” And still another reads,
“We cannot forget the Party when speaking of progress; we cannot forget
the masses when speaking of abilities; we cannot forget the majority when
speaking of achievements; we cannot forget ourselves when speaking of
faults; and we cannot forget history when speaking of the present.” Simple,
plain and easy to understand, they are at the same time rich in connotations,
expressing his lofty goal and ambition of working hard for China’s oil
development throughout his life.

The staff at the Iron Man Wang Jinxi Memorial Hall sifted through
a large number of documents to compile this selection of his poetry and
quotations for publishing. It is indeed meaningful and can help disseminate
Wang’s spirit and shape an Iron Man culture. His poems were written to
express his ambitions and remarks made to convey his feelings. Through
Wang’s poems and quotations we can gain deep insight into the rich content
of his spirit.

Of course these poems and quotations inevitably bear marks of bygone
times, but this should not impede people’s understanding of Wang’s
courageous, aspiring, positive and heroic feelings. Wang’s quotations are
arranged in seven parts based on their content, such as “On Modesty and
Prudence” and “On Associating with the Masses”. They are of significance
for practical work, especially in terms of leaders’ sticking to the principles of
putting people first and scientific development.

March 12, 2009
(The author is Deputy Secretary of the CPC Committee at the Daging Oilfield)
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