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Arctic

Rob Waring, Series Editor



Words to Know

This story is set in the

Arctic Ocean.

\

B The Arctic Shore. write each word in the picture next to the
correct definition.

1. the land next to the ocean:

2. a large white sea animal:

3. hard pieces of water formed in the cold:

4. big stones that you sometimes find near the sea:

5. a part of the sea that is nearly closed in by land:

6. a large sea animal that has a long object on its head:
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Arctic Animals. Look at the picture and captions. Complete the
- paragraph with the correct form of the bolded words.

Narwhals have
a long tusk.

4,?.»

< ' - An adult beluga
whale and her calf.

9‘4»

Codfishes swim
in the ocean.

Many kinds of whales live in the Arctic Ocean. 1) are

i called a 3) . Most whales like to eat fish. One kind of fish
| they eat is called 4)

A\

i very big and white. 2) have a long tusk. A baby whale is !
i
l




eluga whales are very social animals. This
B means that they like to be around other whales.
Their relationships with the whales around them are
very strong. A mother and her calf will often swim
together for three years. Beluga whale calves are
gray when they are born. They turn white, like the
ice around them, when they become adults.

It may seem like the beluga whales have a very
happy life, but sometimes this isn’t the case...

' & NOTES

beluga whale B3
8 social a. E#EMN

calf n. Zh&z

case n. 155




On one particular day, a group of beluga
whales is swimming in the bay. When the tide
goes out, the adult belugas are able to swim back |
to deeper water.

However, one young beluga has gone too far
onto the shore. It can’t get back to the water.
Suddenly, play time becomes a race against time!
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bay n /&%
tide n. %%
shore n. BE




The Sun now becomes the whale’s biggest danger.
It'’s very hot on the young beluga’s body. The whale
could easily sunburn, get too hot, and die. The

young beluga has nothing to cover it. It’s totally S '1
helpless. The other belugas can only watch and :
wait as the calf tries to move. "

As the beluga calf moves around on the shore, the
rocks cut its skin. More and more time passes. The
minutes slowly turn into hours. There’s nothing that
the whale can do for now. It can only wait for the
tide to come back.

Everyone has made a mistake in their life. -
However, this mistake could be deadly for the little
beluga. Finally, the tide starts coming back. But will

it be soon enough to help the baby beluga?
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Answer the questions. Then, scan page 7
to check your answers.

1. What will happen to the beluga calf?
2. Why do you think that?

sunburn v. {5

¢ deadly o EfH



Slowly the sea starts to come back onto the shore.
The water brings the very tired beluga back to life. It
begins to move. Then, it begins to push...and push...

and push. With one last energetic push, the beluga is
free! At last, it’s able to return to the sea.

The young beluga quickly joins the other whales in

the deep water once again. The young calf is fine.

Perhaps it has learned something from this bad
experience. Perhaps it will be more careful the next
time it’s near the shore!

NOTES

energetic a. (1&KE%F ) R
REy, HAM




Young belugas are not the only arctic whales that
can get in trouble. The narwhal is another type of
whale that lives in the Arctic Ocean. They are a very
unusual kind of whale. They have a tusk, or horn,
that can grow as long as nine feet! The tusk is
actually a kind of tooth that grows through the
narwhal’s top lip. Before, no one knew why the
- narwhals had this tusk. Most people thought that
~ the whales only used it to fight other whales.
However, scientists rio_w think that the tusk helps
narwhals sehse environmental conditions, like
temperature.

narwhal n. IR fx

N tusk n KF
environmental a. JEH
condition n. %14




Narwhals usually swim in small groups. However,
on this day the number of narwhals swimming
together is much larger. The exact number may vary,
but sometimes the group might grow to more than a
hundred whales! The whales are swimming together
as they look for a favorite food—codfish.

After a while, the narwhals follow a group of
codfish into the bay. But they’re taking a big risk.

The bay has ice all around it. If the ice moves and
3 closes the opening to the bay, the whales could

| become trapped.

@ NOTES

vary v. Tk
codfish n. &
trapped a. #HEH




And that’s exactly what happens! Suddenly, the
ice moves in and closes off the way out to the open
sea. The narwhals can’t get out of the bay. They're
trapped! Not even their long tusks can help
them now...

All the narwhals now have to swim in a very small

area of water that has no ice on it. It’s a very difficult
situation for the narwhals. Whales breathe oxygen.

If the ice moves closer and covers the water, the
narwhals can’t come out of the water. They won’t be
able to get air! They'll have to swim out from under
the ice to find it or they’ll die. Wlll th hales be s
able to find air in time? g_—

. -,
i Fact Check:

3 % 1.Why are narwhals unusual?
2.Why did the narwhals swim into the bay?
3.What did the ice do?

 breathe v. [P}
oxygen n. &5

4. Why is this a problem?

m.
B B
10 -




Suddenly, the ice moves. The way out of the
bay and into the ocean is open again. Finally, the
narwhals are not trapped anymore. They are free.
They're free to look for fish. Free to swim the seas.
Free to do whatever they want to do—with that

very unusual tusk!

unusual a. FEFEH




While Reading

A. Which type of whales are they? Check the correct answers.
Sometimes there are two correct answers.

a. beluga whales | b. narwhals

1. They live in the Arctic Ocean.

2. They have a tusk.

3. They like to swim in groups.

4. They sometimes get into danger.

5. The babies are gray and the adults are white.

B. What’s the reason? Match the phrases to make correct sentences.

1. The baby beluga is on the shore

2. The adult belugas can’t help the baby
3. The narwhals swam into the bay

4. The narwhals can’t get out

5. Whales must come out of the water

a. because they are in the water.

b. because they need breathe air.

c. because the tide went out.

d. because the ice has moved.

e. because they wanted to eat codfish.

After Reading ’ o

1. The beluga whale is very social animal.
A. the B. an C. that D.a

2. What color is an adult beluga whale?
A. Gray-white. B. Gray. C. White. D. None of the above.

3. In the sentence, “However, one young beluga has gone too far onto
the shore. It can’t get back to the water.” “It” refers to :
A.the shore B.the baby beluga C.thetide D. deeper water

"y



