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Unit 1
1. Little Jenny

Ruth and Peter always played on the beach. Jenny,
Ruth's little sister; played with them.

One day, after a big storm, the children found an old
boat.

*Let's £ix'!) the boat," said Ruth.

They made the boat almost new. They named it Red Fish.
When it was ready, Peter said, "Let's sail it now."

"A good idea!" said Jenny.

“"Oh, you cén't come, Jenny. You're too little," said
Ruth. "You can wait for me here." : :

Ruth and Peter sailed away, and Jenny stayed on the
beach. ©She was very sad.

The wind was good. The boat moved over the water.
Suddenly a strong wind began to blow.

"Uh-oh! I think a storm is coming," said Ruth.

"You're right: Let's go to:the island to wait for the
storm to stop," said Peter. »

They tied the boat to a tree. Then they walked up the
beach and through the woods. Rain began to fall.

"Look! There's a house! I never knew there was a house
on this island," said Ruth.

*I'@dantt edthext2) - Lettaimo!"

The two children ran to the house. They climbed the
steps, stood on the porch(s); and watched the rain.

"What are you doing here?"

The children looked around. They saw the angry face of
a man. He had a gun in his hand.

"W-we are w-waitin% for the storm to stop.”

"Well, get in here 4)!"

The c¢hildren were shaking, but they went into the house.

"Si% there, on the floor," the man shouted. "Does any-
body know you are here?"

"I didn't tell anybody," sald Peter.

"Neither did I(S),“ said Ruth.

.1-



"Good, but not good for you. You have found my
hideout(s). You'll be sorry you ever came here!(7)'

Ruth and Peter looked at each other.

Suddenly the door flew open. There stood three
policemen. | |

"Well, well. Big Eddy Hanson! So you've been hiding
here. ' Come with us now.  Are you all right, Peter and
Ruth?" ,

"Wow! We're fine now. How did you know we were here?"

"We found a girl on the beach in the storm. She was
afraid you were lost. We went to look for your boat, but
we didn't know this thief was here."

The police took the thief and Ruth and Peter with them
in their big boat. They tied the Red Fish to the back of
the boat. | Y :

Jenny was happy to see them. A newspaper reporter was
with Jenny. " She took picturea'and asked many questions.

"Why wasn't Jenny with you?" asked the woman. ,

"Oh,“she's too 1little," said Ruth.

"Well, do+ you know who saved you? Do you know who
helped the“police find Big Eddy? Do you think Jenny is too
little to sail in a boat now?" (s 4

The next day, Ruth, Peter, and Jenny sat in their boat.
They sailed happily, looking at their picturee in. the news-
paper  and reading the story of their adventure.  The
story began, "Yesterday Little Jenny found Big Eddy!".

approximately 400 words
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Notes

1. fix: repair /{438

2. I didn't either: I didn't know either.

3. porch: roofed doorway ( & WM& ) [7ms

4. get in here: come into the house

5. Neither did I: I didn't tell anybody‘either.
6. hideout: hiding place & & 4b ‘

T. You'll be sorry you ever came here! ﬁ':—'éﬁl}ﬂﬂéﬂﬁj[_lo

Exercises
I. Choose the best answer to each question:
£ Where did Ruth and Peter always play?
a. On the seashore.,
b. In a big old house.
¢. On an o0ld boat:’
d. On a small island.
2. What did they find one day?
a. A red fish. J
b. An old house.
c. An old boat.
d. Ruth's little sister.:
3. Who didn't go sailing?
a. Peter's sister.
b. Eddy's. sister. 15 r 9
c. Jenny's sister. ' ,
d. Ruth's sister.. @ .. it baow =eqovq
4. What happened while they were on the boat9
a. A big fish swam by themn.
b. A heavy rain began to fall.
" c. A strong wind began to blow.: .
‘d. A thief followed them in another boat.
5. Where did they put the boat when they got to an: island
""a. Near a tree.
b. On a porch.



¢c. In a house.
d. In the woods.
6. What did they find on the island?
-~ a. A snake in the woods.
b. A house.,
¢c. A policeman.
d. A big boat.
7. Who was in the house?
a. No one.
b. A man with a kind face.
c. Eddy Hanson.
d. Three policemen.
8. Did Ruth and Peter like the man?
a. Not at all. They were afraid of him.
b. Yes. They talked a lot with him.
c. Yes. He was very nice.
d. No. The man didn't let them go into the house.
9. How did Ruth and Peter leave the island?
a. By swimming.
b. In the police boat.
c. On the Red Fish.
d. By plane.
10. When they got to the beach, who was with Jenny?
a. Their teacher.
b. A policeman.

c. A newspaper reporter.
d. Their parents.
I1I. Use a proper word in Column B to fill in each blank in

Column A:
A B
1. Three policemen came to the house in time a. look for
to Ruth and Peter. - b. lost
2. Little Jenny helped the police Big c. took
Eddy. d. save
3. Ruth thought Jenny was too to sail in e. thief
a boat.

Y



Eddy Hanson was a .

Jenny was afraid Peter aﬁd Ruth were
The police went to the children's
boat.

Jenny felt when Ruth and Peter
didn't take her with them.

The newspaper reporter pictures

and asked many questions.

f. sad
g. find
h. 1ittle



Unit 1
- 2. What Age?

-+ Tom Biggs, a hotel servant
Henry Maxwell, a man of about thirty(1)
Rose Wellington, a beautiful g&irl, younger than Maxwell

, unmarried

A room in a hotel. Maxwell is sitting at a table with

a glass in front*offhim(Z). It is his.-first evening in the

hotel. Rose walks into the room, but Maxwell has never 8€en

her before. A lot of people are standing outside the window.

Maxwell(to Tom): Bring me another drink, please. What's
your name?

Tom: Tom Biggs, sir.

Maxwell: What's happening out there? (He stands up and looks

through the window.) I can see a taxi.

Tom: Oh, it's nothing(3), sir. Two people got married this
morning, and now they're going away. (Rose walks to the
window and looks out.)

Rose: There they come!

Maxwell: Yes, I can see them.

Rose: She isn't very young, is she?

Maxwell: No, she isn't. Er ... will you have a drink? My

name's Henry Maxwell.

Rose: Well, that's very kind of you(4), Mr. Maxwell.

Thank you. My name's Rose Wellington.

‘Maxwell: Tom, please bring Miss Wellington a drink.

Tom: Yes, sir.

Maxwell: Shall we sit here? (He points to his own table,

and they sit down at it together.)

Rose: Thank you. How o0ld was she, do you think?

Maxwell: I'm not sure. I only saw her for a minute(S).

About forty, perhaps.

Rose: Oh, I don't think so. She looked about the same age

as he was; and he was only about thirty-five.

A ok



Maxwell: Oh, she was older than that(s), I'm certain.
A man ought to marry a woman younger than himself,
don't you think? ,
Rose: Yes, it's usually better that way, I suppose(7)..
I was telling my sister Lilian the same thing this
morning. ‘ X O i X ; a'd
Maxwell: And you are quite right.  The girl ought to be ..
the younger of the two: half his age and ten more.
Rose: I don't quite understand. 3 L0 ;
Maxwell: It's quite easy. ' The girl ought to be.half the
man's age and ten years more. - If -he's twenty-six;
she ought to be twenty-three., Half twenty-six is,
thirteen; thirteen and ten are twenty-three.
Rose: Yes, that seems about right(a). So if the man's 2
thirty years old, the girl ought to be twenty-five.. .
Maxwell; Yes, 'And if he's sixty, she ought: to be forty. ..
And if he's eighty ...
Rose: Eighty! People don't get married at the age of eighty!
Maxwell: Believe me,” they do.  If he's eighty, she ought to
' be fifty. And if he's a hundred and ten ...
Rose (laughing): A hundred and ten! (She looks down at her
| glass and thinks for a few seconds without
speaking.) Yes, perhaps you're right. So
Lilian ‘can marry George, 1 supposes
Maxwell: Who's George? a1 3 b
Rose: He's a young man in love with Lilian. :They want to
get married, but Tilian's older than George, and so
I told her not to marry him. , |
Maxwell: Quite right. They mustn't get married.
Rose: But she's just half his age and ten years more; as you
said. . : -
Maxwell: But she's older than he is. You've just said so.
Rose: That's right. He's eighteen and she's nineteen.
Maxwell (thoughtfully): Half eighteen's nine .... Oh, I

see. Yes!
approximately 480 words
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Notes

1. about thirty: =+¥£#F

2. in front of him: before him ‘

3. it's nothing: nothing serious; nothing important

4. that's very kind of you: WHREIIFR.

5. for a minute: for a very short time

6. older than that: older than thirty-five
T. I suppose: I think

8. about right: nearly true

Exercise
Write T for True in the space if the statement is true;
Write F for False if the statement is not true:

1. Rose is about the same age as Maxwell.

2. Maxwell and Rose have not known each other before.

3. Tom is one of Maxwell's best friends. |

4. Maxwell and Rose are going to get married soon.

5. According to-Maxwell, a man's wife ought to be
younger than himself. '

6. Rose told :Lilian it was better to marry a man
older than herself.

T. Lilian is Rose's sister.

8. Lilian got married that morning.

9. According to Maxwell, if a man is twenty—eight,
his wife ought to be twenty-five.

10. Maxwell's idea is not always true.



Unit 1

%« A Surprise Present

One morning during breakfast, Robert was reading his
letter. "Look, dear," he said to his wife Mary, "someone
sent these two tickets for the play tonight. Isn't that
kind?" "Who sent them?" asked Mary. "I've no idea. There's
a note in the envelope, but it just says, 'Can you guess who
sent these two tickets to you?'" "Well, never mind," Mary
said, "I expect one of our friends wants to give us a nice
surprise."”

After dinner that night, Robert and Mary put on their
best clothes and went to the play. They had a wonderful
evening and came home full of thanks to the unknown friend,
for he had given them the tickets. But when they got back
to their flat, they found that a thief had been there.

In fact, everything they owned had been stolen, furni-
ture, pictures, clothes, money and even the knives and forks
in the kitchen. At the centre of the kitchen table, they
found another note. This one said, "Now can you guess who
sent the tickets?"

approximately 170 words

9.



Exercises ‘
I. Choose the best answer to each question:

1. What was Robert doing when he read his letter?
a. Watching television.

b. Eating his breakfast.
c. Listening to the radio.
d. Talking with his wife.,

2.¥hat was there in the letter?
a. A note.
"b. Two tickets.
c. A note and two tickets.
d. A nice surprise.

3.Who sent the tickets?
a. One of Robert's friends.
b. One of Mary's friends.
c. A neighbour.
d. An unknown person.

4 .Who came to their flat when they were out?
a. A thief.
b. One of their friends.
c. A policeman.
d. A neighbour.

II. Write T for True in the space if the statement is true;

Wwrite F for False if the statement is not true:

1. After getting the two tickets Robert and Mary
put on their best clothes and went to the play
right away.

2. They enjoyed the play very much that evening.

3. An unknown friend sent Robert the two tickets
in order to give him a nice surprise.

4. A1l their furniture, including the kitchen
table, had been taken away by the thief.

5. It was a thief who sent them the two tickeis,

- 10 .



