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Frontpiece: The Spirit of the Seventies. A Hippie in scant but full regalia sways to the
music at a rock festival at Knebworth, England, August 1979.
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Introduction

It was the decade of wonderwomen and supermen. On the distaff side, there was the young
Thatcher, Mother Theresa of Calcutta, black activist Angela Davis, and the feminist movement.
On the testosterone side, there was Ho Chi Minh, Sylvester Stallone, Muhammad Ali, the
Ayatollah Khomeini, and Jesus Christ Superstar. Love them or hate them, they were not to be
ignored.

Everything and everyone seemed out to polarize opinion. It was not a time for compromise.
The IRA bombed themselves into disgrace with carnage in Northern Ireland and mainland
Britain. The CIA engineered a coup in Chile. War eventually shut down in Vietnam, but opened
in plenty of other theatres: Cambodia, Lebanon, the Middle East, Cyprus and Rhodesia/
Zimbabwe. The Shah fled swiftly from Iran. Idi Amin left Uganda less speedily but just as
permanently. President Nixon licked his lips and assured Americans that he was honest, but the
sweat broke out again as the facts of the Watergate affair became known.

Suddenly, we discovered that we had been inflicting dreadful harm on our planet. There
were protests at nuclear plants, fuelled by the Three Mile Island disaster in the USA. People
tried to clean up our poisoned seas, but the wreck of the giant oil tanker Amoco Cadiz in the
Channel didn’t help. Inadequate measures were introduced to reduce pollution in the very
air we breathed. The inhabitants of Flixborough in Britain had to contend with a cloud of
poisonous cyclohexane gas; the inhabitants of Meda in Italy with highly toxic dioxin.

People changed their sex, or at least their avowed sexuality. There were gay rights, women’s
rights, ethnic rights and animal rights to be considered. and many found that very hard indeed.
There were moon buggies and skylabs, pictures from Mars, oil from the North Sea, and babies

from test tubes. Hell’'s Angels dressed in black and shoved metalstuds through their leathers.
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Punks sported every colour of the psychedelic rainbow, but preferred to shove metal studs
through their ears and noses. Women wore ra-ra skirts and hot pants. Men wore flares and big
collars.

The wrath of God was ever-present, though most of us could have done without it. There
were earthquakes in China and Italy, floods in Spain, cyclones in Fiji and Northern Australia.
And, where God didn’t intervene, our own species was making a mess of things. Arab
guerrillas blew up three airliners in Jordan; Basque separatists killed Spanish minister Luis
Carrero Blanca; the INLA killed Conservative minister Airey Neave and were alleged to have
killed Earl Mountbatten; 11 Israeli athletes were killed by terrorists at the Munich Olympics in
1972. In Jonestown, Guyana, 900 followers of the Reverend Jim Jones committed suicide.

Janis Joplin, Jimi Hendrix and Elvis Presley died. The Beatles broke up. Woody Allen
became a star. George Lucas brought us Star Wars. Marlon Brando and Francis Ford Coppola
brought us The Godfather. There were sporting triumphs for Grand National winner Red
Rum, athletes Mary Peters and Sebastian Coe, gymnast Olga Korbut, tennis supremo Martina

Navratilova, and many others, including a young American footballer named O J Simpson.
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Movers and shakers
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December 1978. The religious leader who toppled a dynasty —the
Ayatollah Khomeini. In Iran, a few weeks later, taped messages
smuggled in from the Ayatollah in Paris inspired a wave of strikes that
brought an end to the Shah’s rule.
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Movers and shakers 9

Many world leaders were on the move in the Seventies. President Nixon sought popularity
at home by visiting Chairman Mao in China and President Brezhnev in the Soviet Union.
Nixon claimed he had ‘serious and frank’ discussions with both leaders, but frankness was
never one of Tricky Dicky’s strong points. Henry Kissinger scurried to and fro on Nixon’s
behalf—to Paris for the Vietnam peace talks in 1974, to Geneva to meet Andrei Gromyko two
years later.

Mao himself died in 1976, and Madame Mao and the Gang of Four were arrested. President
Bhutto of Pakistan was ousted by General Zia. lan Smith lost his civil war in Rhodesia/
Zimbabwe. President Allende was killed by CIA-backed rebels in Chile. The Lion of Judah,
Haile Selassie, was forced to leave Ethiopia in 1974. Franco died and Juan Carlos I became
king of Spain. The Shah fled from Iran and General Amin from Uganda in 1979. In 1978 three
popes occupied the Vatican throne.

Edward Heath navigated Britain into the European Common Market in 1972, for de Gaulle
was no longer there to say ‘Non!’. In 1977 Menachem Begin and the right-wing Likud party
ended unbroken Labour rule in Israel since the state had been founded 29 years earlier.

Seldom had movers and shakers been so moved and shaken.



