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PREFACE

Luo Zhewen

On the vast land of China there is an age-old magnificent Great Wall known
to all the world. It is like a golden dragon that flies over mountains and across
grasslands and the Gobi desert of the northern part of China.

Calculations have been made: if you make a wall measuring one meter thick
and five meters high by using the bricks, stones and earth for the length of the
Great Wall built during the Ming Dynasty, it will encircle the earth more than one
time. Using the same composition and dimensions for the total length built by all
the dynasties, the encirclement of the earth would be more than ten times. The
construction of the Great Wall is so unique that it was acknowledged to be one of
the seven wonders of the world and a significant contributor to the history of
the development of mankind centuries ago.

The Great Wall is historically a symbol of the Chinese people's power and
spirit. Its staunch and strong frame is like a giant standing firm in the East. Despite
the ravages of the elements, traces of ammunition holes, evidence of many inva-
sions, the Wall stands firm on the mountains and deserts for so many years. The
Wall's ability to survive has served to inspire many thousands of China's patriots
to stand firm. During the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression when
China's future was at stake, heroic songs like “Let's build our new Great Wall
with our blood and flesh” resounded inside and outside the Great Wall. This not
only reflects the patriotic spirit so needed to save the country, but it also expres-
ses the strong determination of the Chinese people to defy difficulties and dare
the highest peaks.

Also, the Great Wall is the fruit of the people’s hard work and wisdom. Although
it winds ten thousand #, it is not an isolated structure. It is a complete, complicated
great defence system. All the structures are very strong and well designed. The
uninterrupted passages, passes, beacon towers and castles were so well
organized that needed information for the armies could be immediately passed on
a thousand & away by means of fire and smoke. Building the Great Wall over the
centuries required the work, the scheming, the intelligence, the talents, the think-
ing of so many: the officials, generals, skilled craftsmen, workers, exiles, soldiers
and many more who gave of their labour, blood, and sweat, sometimes their lives.



Among the steep cliffs and wide deserts of those barren regions sections of
the Great Wall were built. Today we climb the Great Wall with empty hands, un-
hampered, yet we can get quite out of breath. The people in ancient times, the
builders, had to shoulder big bricks, each weighing more than a dozen kilograms,
or giant stones weighing hundreds of kilograms that had to be hoisted up the
precipitous cliffs and steep mountain ranges. What hardships they endured, how
strong their determination must have been! The Great Wall is a monument to
history of which the Chinese people are rightfully very proud.v

It is evident from the different styles of the frescoes from the temples, stone
caves, palace tombs that the Great Wall was built by our various nationalities.
More than twenty dukes and emperors of different dynasties had taken part in
building the Great Wall. Among them only Han, Sui and Ming dynasties were ruled
by the emperors of the Han nationality. During the 2,000 years of dynastic rule
the political, economic, military, cultural exchange and barter were closely related
to the Great Wall. The Wall generated the means for economic, cultural and
artistic development in the northern regions of Old China.

The Great Wall chronicled the prevailing dynasties, their political, economic,
military, cultural and social relationships among the nationalities. It recorded the
dramatic events, anecdotes, folklore of the military, commanders and soldiers as
well as tales of the sufferings of the oppressed people. As a matter of fact, it is
an outcome of the policy of stationing troops to open up wasteland and guard
the frontier put into effect by the Qin and Han dynasties, which provided protec-
tion, thereby safeguarding the “open policy” of ancient China. For example, the
beacon towers in the Han and Tang dynasties safeguarded passage on the open
ancient Silk Road. Without this Great Wall protection, there may never have been
a Silk Road. The Dunhuang Frescoes and other pictorial works bear witness.

The Great Wall is the great treasure of ancient China. The majesty of the
Wall inspires many, many writers, poets, artists, musicians, tourists to use their
creative skills. So many poems, songs, paintings, Inscriptions and folklore of
rich content are products of Great Wall experiences and inspiration.

There are descriptions of soldiers on guard, their battles, their travel to the
Wall, their hardships and sorrows as well as their joys. The poetry can be soft,
moving, also tragic. This renowned frontier fortress has produced brilliant works
of Chinese literary history.

We often recite those lines of the famous poets of ancient China: “Several
dozen thousand /7 of wind blow past the Yumenguan Pass,” (Li Bai); “The moon
shines upon the passes in Qin and Han (after the Long March), my beloved one
never comes back,” (Wang Changling); “Dancing to the pipals new music--- the
autumn moon high up shines on the Great Wall,” (Wang Changling); “The snow on



the ten thousand 17 Great Wall reflects the cold light, flags are swinging in
Dingbian, Anbian and Jingbian at dawn” (Zu Yong). _

Such lines would certainly create surges of emotion. It is said that a couplet
has been written for the famous Prime Minister Wen Tianxiang during the ancient
Song Dynasty (960-1279), it reads: “Where is the Emperor Qin now? The building
of the Great Wall arouses resentment, Lady Meng Jiangnu is not dead, and her
deeds will be recorded on stone forever.” This couplet reflects another side of
the labouring people’s denouncement of the feudal ruling class as the cause of
their wretched lives.

At present the Great Wall and its passes remain as beautiful as before. The
war-ridden years are gone forever, the people have turned hostility into friendship,
and the former battlefields have become lands of charm and beauty. After the
establishment of the new China the People’'s Government announced that the
Great Wall, its many towers, passes, passages, and great cultural relics, would be
protected by the state. The Great Wall has attracted many thousands of Chinese
and foreign visitors.

It's been our privilege to compile this fine photo album of the Great Wall,
edited by China Great Wall Society and published by Hebei Fine Arts Publishing
House. It is possible for us to present here fresh ideas and new compositions be-
cause the Great Wall inspires a new way of looking for people as well as enhancing
so many natural landscapes.

Our photographers, ranging in age from young to old, have submitted dozens
of fine photos from which we had to choose so carefully the best ones. This galaxy
of photos of and from the Great Wall we now present to you.

We hope we shall hear from you, our readers. Your comments will be highly
appreciated.

We must keep in mind that the Great Wall belongs to the world. It is China's
great privilege to share the Great Wall with the people of the world.

May 1988
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I CHINA’'S TREASURE, A
WONDER OF THE WORLD

When mentioning the country, China, immediately the Great Wall comes to
mind. Civilized old China and the Great Wall are synonymous. The Great Wall
covers many aspects of the history of China; it is a composite of great richness,
cultural elegance and historical involvement.

Like a giant dragon this famous wonder of the world starts at the Yalujiang
River, winds through many mountains, pasturelands, large desert areas, overpasses
Qilian and Tianshan Mountains and finally rushes to the roof of the world, the
Pamirs. There are many towers, passages, passes, beacon towers, pagodas which
dot the north country scene and enhance the beauty of the landscape.

The Great Wall is a grand sculpture, covering 10,000 # carved over the cen-
turies by the people’s brains and brawn. Its structures visibly communicate the
“blood, sweat and tears’ of the Chinese people as well as the lessons wrought
from history, especially the history of the innumerable invasions of Chinese soil.

Many, many years ago the Great Wall was acknowledged to be one of the
Seven Wonders of the world along with the Egyptian Pyramids, India’s Taj Mahal,
ancient Rome’s Coliseum, and others. In January, 1988, UNESCO described the
Great Wall to be the “Cultural legacy of the world”. Chinese poets wax lyrical
about the Great Wall, writing: “The terrain is strategically situated and of difficult
access. The Wall is as high as the clouds.”; “The wind starts blowing from the
Great Wall, the sky connects the wide desert.”; “To the East you see the seas
and mountains, to the West you see the sun setting on the Yellow River.”

In trying to understand the Great Wall it may seem difficult for the people to
fathom its mystery and marvelousness. Former U.S. President Richard Nixon said,
[ believe that you have to draw the conclusion that only a great nation would be able
to build such a great wall. Mr. Heath, former British Prime Minister, once said,
China is fascinating both in the past and in the future. On arriving at the Great
Wall I feel that it is even morve magnificent than what I have seen from the photos,
embroideries and paintings. ’

Neil Armstrong, an American Astronaut, who was the first to step on the
moon’s terrain, told the news reporters that only. two great earth projects were
discernable from space, China’'s Great Wall and Holland’'s great dikes.

The Great Wall is like an Encyclopedia covering so much of China’s mysteries
and its dynastic rule of more than 2,000 years. It provides information on mutual



exchanges of nationalities, battles and customs. The research is endless and we've
just touched the “tip of the iceberg.”

We have much to learn from these findings in so many spheres: culture,
literature, folklore, the military, politics, the economy, art, astronomy, geology,
biology, commerce, the environment, architecture, archaeology, and more. The
Great Wall stimulates the imagination of the individual as well as the world.
Everyone touring China anticipates visiting the Great Wall.

The Wall is such a rich resource, worthy of most careful study and exploration
which our research people in the many areas of scholarship are diligently pursuing.
We are eager for the help of investigators and research people from outside China.



1 W B #E The giant dragon of the east



13



