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PREFACE

The publication of the sixth edition of Modern Sociological Theory is characterized by
both continuity and change. It continues to do what it has always done—offer a com-
prehensive overview of contemporary theories and theorists.

As in previous editions, the in-depth discussion of theories (often enlivened with ex-
amples) in the text narrative is accompanied by informative and—we hope—engaging
biographical sketches of many of the most important thinkers in contemporary theory.
In addition, Modern Sociological Theory continues to include two history chapters cov-
ering both the early history of the field (Chapter 1) as well as its most recent develop-
ments (Chapter 2). These chapters give students an overview that allows them to put the
work of each theorist in its historical, social, and political context.

In one convenient volume, this book offers students a handy overview of most of
what they need to know about contemporary sociological theory and the context in
which it arose.

The social world is a complex and difficult subject, and so are many of the theories
about it. We have striven to make theory interesting, relevant, and as clear and accessi-
ble as possible.

A NEW COAUTHOR

A major change in the sixth edition is the addition of Douglas Goodman as coauthor. A
former student of George Ritzer’s, Douglas Goodman is an Assistant Professor at the
University of Puget Sound. They have worked closely together for several years and have
published a number of joint works in sociological theory. The addition of Douglas Good-
man as coauthor gives the book a fresh voice, as well as the promise that this book, which
has become something of a tradition in the field, will continue well into the future.



XI PREFACE

CHANGES IN THE SIXTH EDITION

As is always the case, we were forced to make difficult decisions about what material to
add and what to cut. It has been a balancing act. We wanted to add coverage of new,
cutting-edge developments, while making sure that the book didn’t grow too long and
cumbersome.
The major changes/additions are:
e New sections have been added, including:
W. E. B. Du Bois and Race Theory (Chapter 2)
Neo-Marxian Spatial Analysis (Chapter 4)
Network Exchange Theory (Chapter 8)
Globalization Theory (Chapter 12)
Actor-Network Theory (Chapter 13)
The paradigmatic status of sociology today (the Appendix)
e Three new biographical sketches have been added:
e Thorstein Veblen (Chapter 2)
e W. E. B. Du Bois (Chapter 6)
e Harold Garfinkel (Chapter 11)

Cuts have been made in various places, but no major theories or theorists have been
eliminated. Thus, the text is both much as it has always been and renewed once again.
The wonderful thing about theory is both its continuity and its ever-changing character.
We have tried to communicate those and other joys of sociological theory to readers in
the early stages of their exposure to it.

WEBSITE

The website that accompanies this text offers a number of additional resources for both
students and instructors. Visit the website (www.mhhe.com/ritzer) to find useful mate-
rials, including Chapter Objectives, Chapter Outlines, Chapter Overviews, Practice
Quizzes, Annotated Lists of Web Links, Internet Exercises, and a Glossary. For the in-
structor, the website also includes Lecture/Discussion topics and a List of Professional
Resources.
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