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With the revival of China’s economy, a great number of design concepts emerge, which have literally replayed the
various design trends from Europe and America. After that, the rise of Chinese civilization studies drives people
to view things around from the cultural aspect. Along with this rise, there has been an accompanying trend toward
Chinese style design which is integrated into their design concepts by many architects. Thus, China’s buildings in 21st
century tend to present a renaissance of Chinese style design. Meanwhile, the international design industry is attaching
greater importance to Chinese elements and symbols. Chinese elements are very popular among Western interior design
industry in demonstrating noble elegance, which reveals its charm.

Chinese ancient architecture is the most long-standing and integrated building system in the world. From single
building, courtyard combination, city planning to garden arrangement, all are taking the lead of the world architectural
history, presenting the unique concept of syncretism between human and nature. Chinese style interior decoration
blends in Chinese calligraphy, painting, porcelain sculpture, Ming & Qing style furniture, traditional wooden
decoration, as well as classical lantern, giving expression to Chinese culture through comprehensive artistic colors. The
new generation of creative Chinese style architects even tries to extract a new design style from the thousands of years’
culture heritage and art history. This style mixes traditional Chinese philosophy and modern decoration form in a way
of bringing dynamic out of the static, deepness out of serenity and straightness out of twists.

In decoration, Chinese tea houses are meticulous in the selection of Chinese elements. These elements are required to
not only represent Chinese culture but also connect with Chinese spirit and food. Only appropriate utility of Chinese
elemenfs can interpret the cultural appeal. Most owners of the Chinese tea houses are fond of antique collection.
Although these tea houses are not ancient buildings, they have been elaborately built to resemble ancient buildings. In
relative bigger spaces, most Chinese tea houses prefer to adopt traditional garden design technique of actual and virtual

shield to demonstrate a tranquil and nostalgic atmosphere. The Ming dynasty rosewood, Qing dynasty mahogany,

beech and scrolls of calligraphies and paintings on the walls merge into a harmonious whole, exuding a strong classical
aroma. This book collects a number of interior design projects of various Chinese styles, including traditional Chinese,
modern Chinese and also Shanghai style that combines Chinese and western style. These classical design projects
provide examples and sources with both appreciation and reference for architects in practice and readers who adore
Chinese design elements.

And we would like to give special thanks to Chen Hong, Zhou Jing, Shen Lei, Zhao Yanting and Li Yuangin who
created the project plans in this book.
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