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@ R : If nature has made any one thing less susceptible than all others of
exclusive property, it is the action of the thinking power called an idea, which an
individual may exclusively possess as long as he keeps it to himself; but the moment it is
divulged, it forces itself into the possession of every one, and the receiver cannot
dispossess himself of it. —Thomas Jefferson, Letter to Isaac McPherson, Monticello,
August 13, 1813.
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@ [EXH: The saying there shall be no monopolies lessens the incitements to
ingenuity, which is spurred on by the hope of a monopoly for a limited time, as of 14
years. —Jefferson to Madison dated July 31, 1788 (before the Constitution was fully
ratified and during the drafting of the Bill of Rights) .

@ %35: (The Congress shall have power) to promote the progress of science
and useful arts, by securing for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right
to their respective writings and discoveries. —U.S. Constitution. Article 1, Section 8,
Clause 8.
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