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Language Basicsi

In this unit, we focus on some basic knowledge about pronunciation and intonation.

“Pronunciation” refers to the way in which we make the sound of words. To pronounce
words, we push air from our lungs up through our throat and vocal chords, through our mouth,
past our tongue and out between our teeth and lips, and sometimes air also travels through our
nose. To change the sound that we are making, we mainly use the muscles of our mouth, tongue
and lips to control the shape of our mouth and the flow of air. If we can control the shape of our
mouth and the flow of air correctly, our pronunciation will be clearer and other people will
understand us more easily.

Speakers of different languages tend to develop different muscles of the mouth for
pronunciation. When we speak a foreign language, our muscles may not be well developed for that
language, and we will find pronunciation more difficult. By practicing the foreign language
pronunciation, our muscles develop and pronunciation improves.

As well as creating correct vowel and consonant sounds using the muscles of our mouth,
tongue and lips, there are other important aspects of pronunciation, including: '

¢ word stress—emphasis on certain syllables in a word
€ sentence stress—emphasis on certain words in a sentence
4 linking—joining certain words together

¢ intonation—the rise and fall of our voice as we speak

01 Section One Vowels and Consonants

l. Vowels

Vowels in English are usually described and classified differently from consonants. Vowels are
produced when the air streams is voiced through the vibration of the vocal cords in the larynx, and
then shaped using the tongue and the lips to modify the overall shape of the mouth.

The basic categories of vowels relate to tongue position, lip posture and length. In English, all
the front vowels and the central vowels are unrounded vowels, i. e. , without rounding the lips, and
all the back vowels except /q:/ are rounded vowels,



ﬁ%% Monophthongs

Monophthongs, also known as pure vowel sounds, are used to differentiate from diphthongs.
They are made with a stable tongue and lip position and vowel quality over time. English speakers
usually use twelve monophthongs.

l A I Front vowels

There are four front vowels in English. The reason these are called front vowels is that the
tongue body is shifted forward, causing the vowels to be produced in the front of the mouth. In
addition, the front vowels may be subdivided into those that are high (or close) , mid and low (or
open).

For the two vowels in the high front space, /i; / and /i/, the tongue is close to the hard
palate. Likewise, for the low vowel /e/ the tongue is nearly flat and the lower jaw more open than
for the other front vowels. It has become traditional to locate vowels on a four-sided figure.

breeze eat
st
.oany
~ flag

%3, Practice

—_

. Silly Billy slipped into the ditch.

2. East or west, home is best.

3. See the breeze teasing the tree,
Weaving the leaves or shaking them free.
Tossing the fleece of sheep, that keep,
On peacefully feeding, half a sleep.

4. The fish in the river swiftly swim,
And slip through the weeds with a silver gleam,
Till they flick their fins and rise with a swish,
To nibble the midges that skim the stream.

5. Everything is so expensive in Japan.

6. Canners can can what they can can, but can’t what they can’t can.

7. I'm glad you didn’t marry Miss Parry.

l B I Central vowels

There are three central vowels in English. They are called central vowels because they tend to
be produced at a point midway between the front and back vowels and between the high and low

vowels.

2



l] Unit1 Language Basics

The center of the tongue is between the half-close and half-open position. Lips are relaxed,

and neutrally spread. When the vowel is produced, the center of the tongue is raised with

considerable tongue tension. The opening between the jaws is narrow.

cup jump  fun gum lunch love blood rough é»% »
courtesy worm |
about pavement possible oblige suppose manner effort  figure

her dirty worse  worm

%5 Practice

The worker worked in the dirty workshop.
I urged the thirsty nurse to drink first.

I apologize for leaving you alone.

He doesn’t have much luck this time.

AN U A W N -

I CJ Back vowels

She touches the elephant’s trunk just for fun.

fur

earth

What do you think of the relationship between China and America?

When these vowels are pronounced, the tip of tongue is withdrawn towards the soft palate.

Lip-rounding plays an important part in producing all the back vowels except for /a:/.

glass fast star
horse sword cause
pot dog flock
move rude spoon
sugar  butcher wolf

A -
put
“» Practice

. The dancing part stopped at half past five.
. A large army marched past the grassland.

parcel
war
want

calm
fall
wash

through glue

wood

. The reporter gave an important talk in the auditorium.

. You ought to do what the doctor ordered.

hook

. The student blew up a blue balloon on an afternoon in June.

. She dropped the bottle of water.
. I caught a dog, not a fox.

half
door
not
chew
could

aunt \g

fought
box

shoe . s |
woman

. How many cookies could a good cook cook if a good cook could cook cookies?

1
2
3
4
5. That news is too good to be true.
6
7
8
9
1

0. A good cook could cook as much cookies as a good cook who could cook cookies.




‘f’ Diphthongs

S

Diphthongs are also called gliding vowels, as in contrast to pure vowel or monophthongs.

They are produced by moving from one vowel position to another through intervening positions.

In the transcription of a diphthong, the first symbol represents the starting point of the tongue
body and the second symbol represents the direction of movement. It is also position to use a vowel
symbol for the second half of a diphthong, with a half-circle “non-syllabic” diacritic, to indicate

the exact position of the tongue body at the end of the diphthong.

rA |Rising Diphthongs

There are five rising diphthong phonemes. When we pronounce these diphthongs, we glide
from a more open to a less open tongue position. A back rising diphthong will therefore have lip

rounding. whereas a front rising diphthong will have soread lips.

BB cake mail rain paid ate  make came
I ice dire file bite fine  while like
, boy soy join coin  noise point  annoy
| go toe  show road stove soul note

play j

A% bow  allow  found pwgha out  fowl  house

night
toy

% Practice
1. The boy was annoyed because his toy was destroyed.
2. The noise that annoys an oyster is a noise that knows no oyster.
3. Little strokes fell great oaks.
4. It’s so cold. Please close the window.
5. Open your mouth and pronounce the sound loudly.
6. He found out how the fields were ploughed.
7. Your pale grey dress, Amy. It’'s my favorite.
8. But I can’t wear the same dress day after day, Raymond. And anyway, the waist’s too big.
9. Mike likes to write by the nice bright light at night.

10. Five times five is twenty five.

I B I Centering Diphthongs |

There are three rising diphthong phonemes. When we pronounce these diphthongs, we just

slide a little from a flat and lower to a less flat and lower iaw.

hair ~ where tear  stare pear chair  rarely

-

there j

§p_ure lure  during cured surely curious Europe fury

hear appear gear  beer peer fear rear

here
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%5 Practice

There’s scarcely a chair there that stands wear and tear.
He stared at the mayor who was sitting on a mare.

Is there a post office near here?

sl o

Things are clear and you don’t need to fear.

Il. Consonants

Sound is produced by the interference of the flow of air through the mouth and nose.
Consonants are created when that airflow is directly restricted, or obstructed, so that air cannot
escape without creating friction that can be heard.

English consonants can be classified in terms of three criteria: voicing, place of articulation
and manner of articulation.

ﬁf Voiced or Voiceless Consonants

Some consonants are voicing which means when you pronounce the consonant you should

vibrate your vocal cords. And the others are voiceless.

Voiceless: | /p/ /tv/ /k/ /1/ /s/ 18/ /57 1A/ 1w/ v/ /h/
i | /b7 747 19/ 17 72/ 78/ 73/ 733/ 13/ Jdal IV Ins Il Ty S IS

‘{agﬂ Place of Articulation

The place of articulation is the point of contact where an obstruction occurs in the vocal tract
between an articulatory gesture, an active articulator ( typically some part of the tongue), and a
passive location (typically some part of the roof of the mouth).

Bﬂébiél'édt:nd& Iy

Lab:o~dental sounds | 71/ v/

Dental saunds . i /0/ /8/

Alvmlar saunds ”—1 N /) s/ Jal s/ Sdas Sas /e SV I/ S
* Palato-alveolar sounds | /1 13/ 1/ 1A/

Velar sounds: | /k//g/ /i

Labio-velar saunds |/

Glottis sound: /b
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1/ Manner of Articulation

The manner of articulation is the configuration and interaction of the articulators ( speech
organs such as the tongue, lips, and palate) when making a speech sound. There are two kinds of
constriction that often occur in English: plosive and fricative. And there are other less common

constrictions such as nasal, lateral, affricate and approximant.

Plosive sounds are made by forming a complete obstruction to the flow of air through the
mouth and nose. The first stage is that a closure occurs. Then the flow of air builds up and finally
the closure is released, making an explosion of air that causes a sharp noise.

%5 Practice

/p/ /b vo/ds kS /g j -
. /p/ pay polite pill pack mop nap tap soup
| /b/ | lblame |boast |buy table |mob

W/ tell  attitude tape  first better little _
'down |date \dear ladvice |noodle |radio
/k/ king Kkite key look  book cat accept chaos

?brag jug ;dug Qlog

1. Peter is picking plums and apples.

2. The robber broke into the bank, but was soon caught by the police.

3. A big black bee bit a big black Labrador on his big black nose !

4. Pete’s pa, Pete Senior, poked to the pea patch to pick a peck of peas for the poor pink pig in
the pine post pig-pen.

5. But I thought, Mr. Tom Atkins taught at Harvard.

6. He’s a moody guy, one day happy, the next day sad.

7. Betty bought a bit of better butter.

8. How many cookies could a good cook cook if a good cook could cook cookies?

9. A groundhog would hog all the ground he could hog, if a groundhog could hog ground.

rB ] Fricatives

A fricative is the type of consonant that is formed by forcing air through a narrow gap/passage
so that a hissing sound is created. Typically air is forced between the tongue and the place of
articulation for the particular sound.



“» Practice

| /f/ finger

L/ s

| /s/ sip

fine

sink

VS VARV VAR VIR VAR VAR YAV VARV 74
featherfamous fifty
Eevery ;vender
seem success dice

|drive

zebra |cousin \puzzle Edizzy

| /0 thin

/f/ she

73/ Jpleas Ire (usual ileisure

~ thick thumb thirst

show shoe

then  |other

should  clash
Imeasure | conclusion

_breath

57 Unit 1 Language Basics

cough thief  leaf

|dive |clever |leave

danc;e ‘muscle skﬂl

death. b!rth f enghth

|bathe breathe \they

1. Sally saw a snake in the grass.

2. Amidst the mists and coldest frosts,

against the posts and still insists he sees the ghosts.

3.
4,
5is
6.
throat.
7.

He’s won a dozen prizes for his pictures and roses.

with stoutest wrists and loudest boasts.

He thrusts his fists

Know something of everything and everything of something.

Thank the other three brothers of their father’s mother’s brother’s side.

There are thirty-three thousand three hundred and thirty-three feathers on that thrush’s

A flea and a fly flew up in a flue. Said the flea,

they flew through a flaw in the flue.
8. Fred fed Ted bread, and Ted fed Fred bread.
9. She sells seashells by the seashore. The shells she sells are surely seashells. So if she sells shells

on the seashore, I'm sure she sells seashore shells.

10. You made a casual decision in such a special occasion.

A nasal consonant is a consonant in which air escapes only through the nose. For this to

“Let us fly!” Said the fly,

“Let us flee!” So

happen, the soft palate is lowered to allow air to pass it, whilst a closure is made in the oral cavity

to stop air escaping through the mouth.

“% Practice

/m/ market medium master army

/m/ /oy

_image swim

game camp

t /n/ |native ineedle [narrow |maintain |skin pain vvonder grand

/n/ thank anxious bring

tongue song SWImmmg rmg

among




»%ﬁ%%%‘ oiE kb

Many men, many minds.

No wonder no one wants lunch.

Brian is fond of ham and jam.

Brahms is the name of a German composer.

An unhappy home environment can affect a child’s behavior.

From morning till evening Sam sings the same song again and again.

Nine nice night nurses nursing nicely.

00 N O U BN -

My dame hath a lame tame crane. My dame hath a crane that is lame.

| D | Lateral

To produce a lateral, air is obstructed by the tongue at a point along the center of the mouth,
but the sides of the tongue are left low so that air can escape over its sides.

Lo

-

% Practice

- /1/ million popular follow lately lark close lion lady
J apple | imilk

‘I |solve |control

yell world [poll

Look before you leap.
Like father, like son.
A little pill may well cure a great ill.

The love of money is the root of all evil.

G O [0s e

Lily ladles little Letty’s lentil soup.

[ [Afvicnies

An affricate is a plosive immediately followed by a fricative in the same place of articulation.

N/ /d3/ %

e

% Practice

/tf/ change charm church rich chop coach gesture branch
/dz/ ljudge llarge |jar damage |village i

ljoin jeep
This child went to the church every Sunday this March.

Cheryl’s chilly cheap chip shop sells Cheryl’s cheap chips.

. John urged Jane to buy a digital watch.

A~ LW N =

Next week we'll take a jumbo jet to Shanghai for our journey.
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| F ] Approximal;l

An approximant is produced when one articulator is close to another, but without the vocal
tract being narrowed to such an extent that a turbulent air stream is produced.

“% Practice

/w/ i
/w/ word war  water wheel wage wandertwice sweet
| /i/ lyear |opinion lyoung lyacht (lawyer lyolk  lyes |junior
/r/ read rip wrong right rope green screen craxy

1. World War Il was worse than World War [ .

2. We waddle away from the water. And now we will waddle back; then swish, swish, we are
swimming again. Quack! Quack! Quack!

3. Do you usually get up as early as you did yesterday?

4. When the orchard yield will be gathered soon. And the fields beyond are yellow with corn.
The dog in our yard awakes with a yawn. And yaps and yelps at the yellow moon.

5. When in Rome, do as the Romans do.

6. Ronald ran around the corner.

02 Section Two Linguistic Rules

l. Liaison

Liaison refers to the phenomenon of the linking of words in speech, in particular when the
second word begins with a vowel. There are three types of liaisons.

First type of liaisons: to blend or join the final consonant of one word with the initial vowel
of the following words.

an apple in April his eyes at Easter keep on stand up

Second type of liaisons: when a word ending in -r or -re, another word beginning with a
vowel, and the two words are in the same word group, to link the final vowels to a following
vowel by adding the sound /r/, which is called linking-r.

for ever for an hour far away cheer up

Third type of liaisons: to make smooth transitions when the preceding word ends with a
vowel and the following word begins also with a vowel sound by adding a slight /j/ or /w/.

my (j) arm the (j) end the (w) old how (w) old do (w) it



‘%T%ﬁi’émﬁ L

“= Practice

Come on! Cheer up!

I’'ve got a lot of work to do.

May I have a cup of milk.

What do you think of it?

What pleasant weather, why not go out for a walk?
Thank you for coming to see me off.

My friend comes from a country far away.

o NN o U AW N =

There are over 600, 000 kinds of insects in the world.

Il. Elision

Elision is the omission of one or more sounds (such as a vowel, a consonant, or a whole
syllable) in a word or phrase, producing a result that is easier for the speaker to pronounce.
Sometimes, sounds may be elided for euphonic effect.

Examples of elision in English

comfortable /'kamfatobl/——/"k Amftabl/

fifth /fife/——/f 0/

him /him/——/im/

laboratory /la'boratari/——/1a'boratri/

temperature /"temparatfa/——/'temprat[a/

vegetable /'vedzatobl/——/'vet[tabl/
~ Practice

1. This is an old picture of a big car.

2. The old doctor has a cat, too.

3. I don’t know what to do.

4. Ask Bob to sit behind me.

5. I would like to have one.

6. I'd like to try on that shirt.

7. What time is our flight tomorrow?

lll. Assimilation

Assimilation is the process by which a sound is modified so that it becomes similar or identical
to an adjacent or nearby sound. For example, the prefix in- becomes im- in impossible by
assimilation to the labial p of possible.

[ A |Progressive Assimilation

Progressive assimilation happens when the assimilated sounds are influenced by the preceding

10
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sounds.
Examples:
cats /keets/ beds /bedz/ looked /lukt/ pulled /puld/

> Practice

It rains cats and dogs.
He stopped reading and looked up.

On my way home, I looked up an old friend of mine.

sl o

He pulled a tired smile when he stepped out of the room.

| B l Regressive Assimilation

When the sound is influenced by the following sound, that is called regressive assimilation.
Example:

news /njuiz/ newspaper /'njuispeipa/

used to /'juizd'tuz/ —— /'jus'tuz/

Practice

Before I eat dinner, I read the newspaper for a while.
We read the newspaper every morning.

We used to go there every year.

= Bp

Our company used to do business with theirs.

| C l Reciprocal Assimilation

Two neighboring sounds influence each other and become a new sound.
Example:

Js/ +/i/ =11/

God bless you.  /'god'bless'juz/——/'gad'ble' fuz/

VAVE VAT VA1V

How about you? /'haua'baut'juz/——/"haus'baut'tfuz/

/d/ +/j/ =/dz/

could you /'kud'jur/——/"'ku'dzus/

“.. Practice

Now look what a mess you’ve made.
Do you miss your family?
I shall miss you very much.

Take care that you don’t spoil your new clothes.

I

I’'m sorry to tell that you've been dismissed.

11



