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The Tortoise and
the Ducks
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The Tortoises® shell® is hig house
He has to carry it on his back® all the
time, so he can never leave home. This
was a punishment® from Zeus for being
lazy,* becausc he refused* 10 go to Zeus'
wedding,

The Tortoise became very sad when he
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The Tirtonns and tie Dok

saw other animals move about” freely and
swiftly.* He wanted 1o see the world like
they did, but the house om his back and his
short legs made it impossible.

One day the Tortoise told two ducks his
sad story,

"We can help you to see the world? said
the Ducks. “Bite* down hard on this stick
with your mouth, and we will fly you high
up in the sky so that you can see the world.
No matter what* happens.” do not speak.
Or you'll regret® i very badly™*

The Tortolse was very pleased * He bit
down on the stick as hard as he could. and
the Ducks took hold of" each end and
began to fly into the air. The pair of Ducks
flew high in the sky, and the Tortoise
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1s He a Ghost or

a Man?
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“Its the ghost!” screamed Jammes.

She had rushed into La Sorelli's room
with about six other girls. These girls
were dancers at the Opera. Sorelli was not
happy because she was trying to practice a
speech* she was to give for the Managers,
Messieurs* Debienne and Poligny. They



Chapter 01 1s He a Ghost or a Man? 3

were resigning from™* the Opera, and
tonight was their last night. Now her
room was crowded with* frightened girls.

Sorelli looked at Jammes very suspi-
ciously.*

“Did you see him yourself?” she asked.

“Yes. It was like I was looking at you now;
replied Jammes.

Jammes was so greatly shaken that she
collapsed into a chair. A very skinny* girl
called Meg Giry spoke next. She had black
hair and eyes.

“The ghost is extremely ugly, she said. All
of the other girls agreed with her.

“He appeared right in front of us,” said
another girl. “He looked like a gentleman
dressed in a fine suit. But he appeared
through the wall”

“Rubbish,*” said another girl who

speech n. 3 messieur n. %% resign from ¥E! be
crowded with 7# suspiciously adv. [F 5kt skinny adj. 2
B8 rubbish n. Ei&




4 The Phantom of the Opera

didn’t believe in all the ghost talk.

“Everyone says they see the ghost every-
where!”

The girl was right. All anyone had talked
about for many months was the ghost.
Especially, the dancing girls talked about
the ghost. They all said they had seen him.
They also blamed any unusual situation on*
the ghost. But all who said they saw him
described* him in the same way. He looked
like a gentleman wearing a dress suit that
covered a skeleton.* And the head looked
like death! However, there should have
been some doubt that everyone saw the
same thing. This is because Joseph Buquet,
the chief sceneshifter,* saw the ghost and
described him like that. It can be sure that
his description affected* what people saw
later.

Joseph Buquet said he saw a thin man in



