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Preface

This year, the March of the Volunteers comes to its 80" anniversary.

The March of the Volunteers is the national anthem of People’s Republic of China.

Since we all know so well about the March of the Volunteers, how many of us can
fully understand the meaning of it? Moreover, after 80 years of its existence, do you know
where it was born? However, after reading The National Anthem: 80" Anniversary of the
March of the Volunteers, you will be able to find answers to all the questions above.

By displaying over 300 precious photos and with concise text, the Album gives a
systematic and penetrating introduction to different aspects of the March of the Volunteers,
which includes its historical background and conditions, the detailed progress of its
coming into being, its spread and influence, how it was adopted as the National Anthem
of the People’s Republic of China. The Album is suitable for all kinds of people, aiming
to enhancing the sense of pride and sacredness for being a Chinese, and encouraging the
general public to dedicate themselves to the realization of the great rejuvenation of the
Chinese nation.

The March of the Volunteers was originally a fighting song, which bore the tragic
and heroic history of fighting against the Japanese aggression. Since the September 18"
incidence, 1931, Japanese started its full flank invasion towards China, followed by the
falls of the three provinces in the north east, Songhu Battle in Shanghai, the gates of the
Great Wall. Chinese nation came to a crucial point where its very existence is at stake!
In order to raise the people to resist the Japanese invasion, the “Movie Crew” led by the
Chinese Communist Party established their left-wing film base, Dentsu Pictures, in the
spring of 1934, located at No.405 Jingzhou Road, Shanghai. From the beginning of 1935
till middle of May, it accomplished a movie called A Poem of the Great Wall, which was

about the battle against Japanese at Great Wall. This movie adopted the March of the



Volunteers as its theme song, which was written by Tian Han and composed by Nie Er. On
May 9", Electric and Musical Industries Ltd recorded the first album of this song. On May
24" the movie 4 Poem of the Great Wall got its premiere in Shanghai Jincheng Grand
Theatre. Since then, The March of the Volunteers became well known, answering the call
of its time.

As a fighting song, the March of the Volunteers inspired Chinese people to fight
against the Japanese invasion and win the war. As soon as the movie 4 Poem of the Great
Wall got screened, the song spread rapidly all through China. It worked like spark that
lighted up the patriotic enthusiasm of the general public; it was like a bugle, the fanfare
of which encouraged those who refused to be enslaved to get united and march against
pouring gunfire of their enemy. Lv Ji, one of the pioneers of Chinese revolutionary music,
an outstanding musician also, once taught people to sing this song through Shanghai
broadcasting station; The famous “Seven Gentlemen” sang this song together with
hundreds of people who waited for their return from the prison; Hundreds of thousands

th

of mourners sang this song on Lu Xun’s funeral; Paraders of Dec.9" Movement all over
China marched while singing this song; Soldiers and civilians sang this song in every
battlefield of anti-Japanese aggression, at front line: Lugou Bridge, Shanghai, Wuhan,
Taierzhuang, etc. and the rear areas. Even the Chinese Expeditionary Force in Burma sang
this song to boost morale. The famous educationalist Feng Zikai wrote in his work About
Wartime Songs (1938): Even in villages in deserted mountain area, the lyric “Raise up,
raise up” and “March on, march on” is sung by rustics and cowboy, let alone people living
in cities. No matter who it is, old ladies in Changsha, Hunan province, or rickshaw pullers

in Hankou, Hubei province, everyone can sing “China has came to the most dangerous

moment”’.



Fighting song as it is, the March of the Volunteers also inspired people around the
world to win the anti-fascist war. Once there was guerrillas in Malaysia took this song
as their theme song, only changing the lyric “China” into “Malaysia”; In India, Radio
Delhi used this song as the prelude of their broadcast towards China; During World War
I, radio stations in America, Britain and Soviet Union broadcasted this song frequently;
In 1944, the March of the Volunteers was played at United Nations on the day of Victory.
The Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer of Hollywood used it as the interlude song for the movie
Dragon Seed; During the Defending World Peace Conference held in Prague, capital of
Czechoslovakia, April 1949, the Chinese delegation decided to use this song temporarily
as the national anthem; During the celebration meeting for the 150" anniversary of Pushkin
held in Moscow, Paul Robertson sang this song in Chinese. The famous educationist Tao
Xingzhi on his leave for home from his trip to Europe, heard this song beside the pyramid
in Egypt. Sir Liang Sicheng heard this song whistled by an American teenager in the street
when he was in America giving lectures. Izrael Epstein, an international famous reporter,
wrote in his book War of People (1939): The history of the March of the Volunteers is
the history of the upraising tide of anti-Japanese invasion movement. The lyrics and
melody has deeply rooted in Chinese People’s mind, everyone knows about this song,
and everyone can sing this song, from the front lines of battle to peaceful cities, from
metropolitans to the most remote countryside.

The March of the Volunteers is our national anthem. With every sentence in striking
note and every word rich in content, the national anthem reflects the people’s deep love to
their motherland, reflects the indomitable will of descendants of the Chinese nation, and
reflects the powerful momentum of the Chinese nation. It is so appealing that whenever

singing this song, every Chinese people will realize their responsibility and will devote



themselves to enrich and strengthen their motherland and rejuvenate their nation.

Shanghai is not only an international metropolitan with advanced economy and rich
vitality, but also a heroic city with glorious revolutionary history, a civilized city with
profound cultural background. The Chinese Communist Party was born here; the Chinese
translation of Communist Manifesto was published here; The Chinese national anthem
was also born here.

As the birth place of the national anthem, Shanghai took great honor and pride
from it. In order to commemorate the birth of the March of the Volunteers, the anthem
memorial square and anthem exhibition hall was built at its birth place by Shanghai
Municipal Publicity Department and Yangpu District Committee in 2009. It played an
irreplaceable part in spreading the national anthem knowledge and promoting the anthem
spirit. Let us unite more closely round the Party Central Committee, with Xi Jinping as
general secretary, promote the main theme, carry down and develop the anthem spirit,
keep the driving force and passion and fighting spirit of the wartime, following the road of

constructing socialism with Chinese characteristics, march! march!

Editorial Board
April 2015
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