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Abstract 1

Abstract

Guoxue (studies of Chinese ancient civilization and classic) is the
root and soul of Chinese civilization. Chinese classic is an important herit-
age of Chinese civilization, which bears the value of Chinese national spir-
it and promotes patriotism. However, the curricular content of Guoxue
for elementary school in the national curriculum of the compulsory educa-
tion is limited. It cannot meet the needs of students’'growth. Therefore,
it is significant to develop Guoxue curricula tailored for local
students’'needs, which are suiting the local conditions.

This thesis has explored both theories and practices of Guoxe curricu-
lum development through an action study carried out in anelementary
school of An-shan, Liaoning province. It presents a model of Guoxue cur-
riculum development, which was generated through the practices of this
elementary school. Orientated in qualitative methodology, adopting ac-
tion study approach, the study applied various research methods, such as
participant observation, in-depth interviews, group discussion, and doc-
umentation, Such a complementary application of multiple research meth-
ods has greatly enhanced the credibility and worthiness of this study.

Three major findings are summarized as below.

First, the establishment of value orientated school-based Guoxue curric-
ulum: Children oriented Guoxue

The study has found that there were some misunderstanding about
the Guoxue curriculum in the investigated elementary schools, which
were mainly shown as historical nihilism, apotheosis, over generalized,
materialism, dogmatism, andformalization. As the study analysed, the

misunderstanding was resulted from the ambiguity and unclear of the val-
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ue and functions of Guoxue curriculum. The study makes explicit five ma-
jor functions of Guoxue pedagogy. It postulates a value orientation of
Guoxue curriculum development with the principles of “anti-material-
ism”, “design with nature” and “inheriting with creation” in the curric-
ulum development. Among them, the primary principle is anti-material-
ism, “which founds the core value of curriculum development”.

Second, the construction of school-based Guoxue curriculum develop-
ment model: Children’s approaches to Guoxue

The study has constructed a school-based Guoxue curriculum design
and development model for elementary schools. It has established a pre-
liminary comprehensive school-based Guoxue curriculum development sys-
tem, consisting of curriculum goals, content designing, pedagogical or-
ganization, and evaluation. The curricular goals are set from three dimen-
sions; “affection and value”, “knowledge and skills” and “process and
methods”.

The selection and organization of course materials is based on the
principle of “absorbing the quintessence, integrating and reproducing”,
following “selectively reading” and “step by step” approaches. The se-
lection of course content represents national core values and model Chinese
characteristics. Therefore, the Chinese traditional cultural books con-
struct the basic curricular content. The contents are arranged according to
child cognitive development. Regarding the design of Guoxue curricular
system, a school-based curriculum strategy has been adopted, consisting
of independent subject curriculum and integrating Guoxue content into
other subject curriculum development. It applies a pedagogy of six princi-
ples: ambiguity, difference, autonomy, motivating, holistic, and the
unity of knowing and doing. The particular teaching strategies include
“chant and recitation”, contextualized instruction, and interest and living
scenes teaching.

The curriculum implementation emphasizes the pedagogy which con-
siders students as the main body of the experiencing learning and pays at-

tention to the teacher’s personal characteristics fitting the content design.



Abstract 3

The guiding line of curriculum design and implementation is the student
developmental evaluation. The evaluation has a stratified criterion and di-
versed-subjects, which presents its comprehensive and interesting charac-
teristics. The developmental evaluation system has efficiently facilitated
the development of students’comprehensive quality.

Thirdly, this thesis illustrates a new model of action research: the pro-
cedure of UAS and the model, the meaning, and its implications of school-
based curriculum

The thesis demonstrates the importance of cultivating teachers’sensibility of
education in action research, reveals the lesson of constructing a “win-win” -
mutual benefit partnership between university faculty and school teachers.
The cooperation process is an integration of theories enriched in practices
and the practices guided by theories, which is a mutual enrichment facili-
tating a common growth of practical knowledge of both university faculty
and the school teachers. The research and curricular theories the faculty
member presented could be applied widely, but it was abstract and hardly
operative to the school teachers in practices. However, the action re-
search adopted in this study gives UAS an experience of integrating curric-
ulum theories into operative teaching practices. In addition, it is crucial to
a successful cooperation that how much both sides should get involved into
each other’s work in the collaborative research process.

School-based Guoxue curriculum development is a dynamic process,
which integrates expectation and generation. School-based curriculum de-
velopment provides aninnovation platform for teacher professional devel-
opment, It increases teachers’awareness of practical knowledge and cre-
ates opportunities for their participation in school decision making. A suc-
cessful school-based curriculum development will cultivate teachers’sense
of their professional status, enhance their consciousness of autonomy,
and ultimately realize the ideal transforming teaching craftpersons to edu-
cators.

Finally, this thesis points out that, due to the invisibility and hys-

teresis of the manifesting of school-based curriculum, it should be avoided



4 NFEFRFARERITEAZNTHTER

to seek instant success and quick benefits in curriculum development. The
government should value highly the development and implementation of

school-based Guoxue curriculum in elementary schools.

Keywords: school-based curriculum, Guoxue, elementary school,

curriculum and development, an action research
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