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THE FLOWING RHYME OF WUSHANG

THE FLOWING RHYME
OF WUSHANG

Did the towering mountains bear witness to the battling

roars and rolls in the ancient Yiwu? Did the remaining broken

walls still reflect the graceful ancient dance and the dancers’

sky-covered sleeves? The dawn bell of Shuanglin Temple, the
fine scenery of Yunhuang Mountain, and the emerald ripples of
Embroidery Lake ... What on earth cultural connotations are
hidden beneath all these natural and cultural sceneries heavily
loaded with the great spirit of a grand ancient nation?

Waushang (the ancient Yiwu), as the history remembers,
came to be one of the birthplaces of Chinese arts as early
as in the prehistoric period. After entering feudal society, her
poetic and picturesque natural scenery, along with her rustic
folk customs, held even greater allure for generations of men of
letters to sing praises of her beauty in words, from which evolved
her cultural tradition characteristic of unique local flavors. The

earliest preserved Chinese characters in Yiwu—Wushang
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Kongcheng Seal in Han Dynasty: Xiaowu (meaning “filial I Xieyi is one of the two
. . . L I o Chinese traditional paint-
crows”) stone carving which is similar to Xieyi' painting
ing schools. It is marked
housed in the Wu Liang Ancestral Temple of Shandong by exaggerated forms
. I . . . and freehand brush-
Province; Feng Zikai s painting Crow Flocks Helping with the - ©
work. The other school,
Funeral; the Six-faced Bronze Seal in Jin Dynasty and Floral Gongbi, is character-
Silver Sheets in Northern Song Dynasty, all of them would ized by close attention
to detail and elaborate
lend the admirers a sense of long history and rich culture N
= ’ brushwork

of Yiwu, and the hustle and bustle, the celestial peace and

coziness pervading them.
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&;""’ Crow Flocks Helping
-..y-"q with the Funeral

Painted by Feng Zikai



THE FLOWING RHYME OF WUSHANG

The Wu Liang Ancestral Temple was set up before Wu
Liang Tomb in 151. After the foundation of the People’s Re-
public of China in 1949, the ancestral cemetery of Wu Family
was ranked as one of the National Key Cultural Preserva-
tion Sites and the stone carving of Wu's ancestral temple
became a national treasure accordingly. “Yanwu”, originally
named “Xiaowu”, is one of the carvings. It is a carving of a
huge tree with a big bird perching on it, beside which are the
two carved characters of “Xiaowu”. The story in the carving
came from Yanwu's filial deeds to his father in Han Dynasty.
A Japanese named Yoshigawa Koéziro composed a book,
Elaborations on Biography of Filial Sons, which records,

“Yanwu ... after his father died, took on the funeral affairs,
carrying the earth and building a tomb all by himself. Unluckily,
his strength finally defied him. However, his filial piety moved
the crows so much that thousands of them came, carrying mouth-
fuls of mud to help complete the tomb within a second. Due to
hard work, the crows’ mouths went bleeding, coloring the earth,
hence the county’s name is Wuyang or Wushang ' County. In the
reign of Wang Mang (9—23), its name was changed into Wuzhe
or Wuxiao* County.”

The existing painting of Wu Liang Ancestral Temple
traced the origin of this legend back to Eastern Han Dynasty.

This legend tells the naissance of the former name
“Wushang” of Yiwu.

1 Wushang in Chinese literally means “the crows were
injured”.
2 Wouxiao in Chinese literally means “filial crows”.

Yanwu
—Supplied by Wu Liang

Ancestral Temple in
Shandong Province



