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Across the world, bioethics has become recognized as one of the most significant
of human cultural practices. It has come to frame the character of health care policy.
It has become central to the oversight of human research and the practice of medicine.
Bioethics is now integral to the life of hospitals, the practice of medicine, and the
provision of health care. Bioethics has become a central feature of public moral
reflection. All of this has occurred within less than half a century. This remarkably quick
growth and development of bioethics both as a scholarly field and as a clinical practice
testify to the important needs for moral direction and consultation that bioethics meets
worldwide. This state of affairs shows the great importance of this textbook produced
by Prof. Muyi Sun. This textbook has major cultural significance, for it is an important
resource that will allow its readers critically to appropriate and to assess the meaning of
bioethics for China.

This edition of Prof. Muyi Sun’s important textbook on bioethics appears at
a critical moment in China’s history. This edition is being published just as China
is regaining its scientific, technological, and economic powers. As a consequence,
bioethics in China will need to rethink its mission and its significance in light of the role
that China now possesses in the world and in light of the new role the market possesses
in China, which market has contributed to China’s rebirth. China will and should
influence moral and bioethical reflections globally. China’s role in the world must be
not just that of an economic, scientific, and technological power, but that of a cultural
power. China possesses important moral responsibilities to lead culturally and morally.
This textbook will be important for meeting the cultural challenges China will face and
for the discharge of these obligations.

To assume its rightful moral role in bioethics, China will have to recover and to
draw on its own cultural resources so as to re-envision the significance of bioethical
claims in its own cultural terms. This recasting of bioethics in a Chinese idiom will
no doubt entail a critical re-examination of some of the most cardinal moral notions
currently guiding, often uncritically, the various bioethics of Europe and America.
These bioethics that have been exported from the West and imported elsewhere need
to be re-assessed. This re-assessment will need to include a critical re-examination of
the so-called principles of bioethics, as well as such late European cultural innovations
as human rights and secular notions of human dignity. A textbook such as this is a

necessary step in this direction.
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Foreword

That one can frame a culture committed to rule of law and respect of persons without many of the notions
bioethics has come to take for granted, such as notions of human rights and of secular human dignity, is manifestly
the case, as demonstrated by the Anglo-American experience that developed against the backdrop of common
law, as well as American constitutional law. Both of the complex institutions are in their foundations innocent of
such ideas. They are instead built around other concepts such as forbearance rights, which for their part have been
nested in quite different framing contexts. This state of affairs indicates that China may itself be able to offer even
more useful notions for the future and fruitfully recast those it has imported. This volume contributes to the critical
discussions that will need to develop further and mature in China, so that Chinese scholars can shoulder this task.
This textbook will help China secure its own moral voice and recapture its moral leadership on the world stage.

In assessing the bioethics exported from America and Europe to China, one must take account of the very
particular socio-historical forces that brought bioethics into existence in America and then later in Europe. First
and foremost, these bioethics were called forth by a moral vacuum that emerged in the West in the wake of the
Western Enlightenment, the French Revolution, and the dramatic secularization of American and European
societies in the mid-to-late-20" century. Moral experts appeared to fill this vacuum under the name bioethicist
beginning in the United States in 1971. They at once began to assume the moral, intellectual, and pastoral roles
once claimed by Christian theologians and chaplains. Bioethics became tantamount to a secular theology, and
bioethicists became equivalent to secular priests. They re-situated moral concerns regarding the important
passages of life, from sexuality and reproduction to suffering, dying, and death, placing them within the context
of the practice of medicine and the projects of the biomedical sciences under such bioethical topics as third-party-
assisted reproduction, cloning, the allocation of scarce resources, and euthanasia. In addressing these moral issues
in a new moral environment, bioethics and bioethicists met a cultural need for moral clarification and direction.
The field of bioethics at once flourished both as a theoretical undertaking and as an applied discipline.

Despite the emergence of secular bioethics and bioethicists, neither Europe nor America has become
thoroughgoingly secularized. Instead, there are robust religious, moral, and bioethical understandings that remain
and indeed thrive within the various Christianities, as well as within diverse Jewish communities. The bioethics of
the West is characterized by a dialogue, often strident, between the protagonists of the various secular bioethical
perspectives and those of various religiously-grounded perspectives. The world has turned out to be far from post-
religious. These disagreements and the bioethical literature they generated are also marked by conflicts between
traditional and post-traditional understandings of morality, human flourishing, and religion. One may think in the
Chinese context about the various reflections with respect to the place of Confucian cultural and moral resources
in contemporary China and their implications for Chinese bioethics and the attempt to restore traditional norms.
As China goes to the future, there will likely be analogues within China of the impassioned and often very fruitful
debates that have taken place in the West on these issues. Undoubtedly, this rich volume will serve as an important
textbook from which these debates can draw and through which they can be informed.

This volume raises a final cluster of issues that is among its many strengths. This textbook shows the
complexity of our contemporary moral debates, which are characterized by the salience of moral pluralism.
Moralities are separated by different understandings of when it is forbidden, licit, or obligatory to have sex,
reproduce, transfer property, and take human life. These diverse moral views constitute the different moralities
that provide the content for the disparate applied ethics and their various bioethics with their reflections regarding
such central human issues as reproduction (e.g., artificial insemination from a donor) and dying (e.g., physician-

assisted suicide). Because this textbook compasses a significant range of the moral and bioethical disputes that



Foreword

generate the culture wars a;cross the globe, it will offer invaluable insights for serious scholars, as well as for
practitioners. It will contribute as well to an appreciation of the diverse accounts of what it is to be a physician
as China re-articulates its notions of medical professionalism, given the circumstance that the market and private
health care facilities will play ever more salient roles in determining the character of Chinese health care. It will
also contribute to understanding one of the most important and contentious areas of public policy debate: the
financial support of health care. Currently, Western European and North American social welfare and health care
systems confront severe financial limitations because, lacking financing through mechanisms analogous to the
health-savings-account approach of Singapore, they are hostage for their survival to transfer payments from those
who are working to those who are ill and not working. Even for Western countries that became rich before they
became old, this challenge may not be able to be met adequately. For China, which may become old before it
becomes rich, approaches other than those of the West will desperately need to be found. To meet the challenge
of this future, the Chinese cultural approach articulated in Singapore may offer the key to the future not just for
China, but globally. In the assessment of and response to all such challenges, bioethics will be central.

In order responsibly to go to the future, bioethics in China will need to re-examine its foundations and
critically assess old moral concerns as they are brought to a new and dynamic environment. This will involve a re-
assessment of the bioethics that China has imported, for it will be crucial for China as it enters into its new future

to do so on its own terms. For meeting this task, this textbook by Prof. Muyi Sun is a splendid contribution.

H. Tristram Engelhardt, Jr.
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