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Hello and welcome to /n the Balance-
the discussion program from the business
daily team at BBC world service. I'm
Justin Rolette and I've got a question
for you. What does the daughter of the
British romantic poet Lord Byron have
to do with the high-tech revolution?
Well, the answer is here on the blue plat
outside her house in an elegant London
square-Saint James Square. And it says
here, Ada Countess of Lovelace was a
pioneer of computing. This week, women
scientists, technologists, engineers and
mathematicians from Brazil to Belgian
have been celebrating her life.

Ada Lovelace Day is just one of
several recent events in conferences
devoted to women technology and their
achievements. It is a hot topic. So if a
woman was a tech trailblazer a hundred
and eighty years ago, women must be
the forefront of the computer science
business now, right? Wrong, or at least

wrong in most parts of the world. Sharah
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Samburg, the chief operating officer of
Facebook, has described the declining
proportion of women in computer science
in the USA as an emergency. So that's
our question for this week-Why aren't
there more women in tech?

And to answer that question, we've
got two prominent women in technology-
Serrisia Jarjarla, assistant for vice president
for business development of the Indian
Telecoms Engineering Company-Tech
Mahindra which I think I am right to assure
as part of the Mahindra Conglomerate.

"That's right."

And it's a big significant technology
company in its own right. It employs, am
I right, 85,000 people?

"That's right and that includes our
recent acquisition."

We've got Sharry Coutun who's an
investor of tech company. She's on the
board of a Raspberry Pi which produces
very simple and cheap computer design-
ed to encourage children to become
involved in programming. My daughter
is very keen on her Raspberry Pi. You
had a landmark recently. Didn't you with
Raspberry Pi?

"We did. We have, we outsold the
number of BBC microcomputers that
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have been sold. So we've now sold
103,000,000 Raspberry Pi."

And we have a man Dorrah Hikki,
is one of founders of the Dublin web
summit. What is the Dublin web summit,
Dorrah?

"It's probably Europe's largest start
of tech event and we've moved from 200
people just three years ago to our almost
10,000 people with 950 coming from

across 100 countries in October."
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Yesterday, the centre's board held an

5.emergency [1'm3:d3(3)ns1] emergency meeting.
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The newspapers gave prominent coverage
to the news.
6. prominent [promanant] S AAE BB LB T AL
S, BEM: AN, But I think the most prominent and visible
5 B’J. i ¢ change to the outside world is our release
faa cycle.
BTSRRI TS -4 TE iU 4 i
B IR AR TR0 KA a0 .
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The scientists think the microcomputer
pollution is absolutely beyond dispute.
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Ketamine is a horse tranquilizer but
also a popular but illegal recreational
drug on the club scene. Now researchers
in the English National Health Service
say it could be a dramatic new treatment
for depression. They've conducted a
small trial. A mother of a 32-year old
woman who's part of that trial said the
drug had had an immediate effect on her
daughter.

"After she's had the treatment, she's
already feeling better before we leave
the hospital. It works that quickly. And
she sort of got a lot more confidence
in herself when she had the treatment.
She is chatty and she'll talk to people.
She is not first withdrawn as she would
normally be. And she can concentrate
better and after one lot of the treatment,
she went out for a walk on her own
the day after which. She's not done, or
probably in last ten years."

How exactly does Ketamine work?

Over the past 20 years, we found

Ketamine "has anti-depressant effect"
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that most anti-depressants, while they
may act on other receptors and other
transmitters in the brain, they also seem
to have some effect on this receptor, the
MDA receptor. And people in the 1990s
thought why we don't just go straight
to that receptor? So what we see now
really is the results of the number of
trials that have been done with Ketamine
in depression over the past 10 or 15
years. And the report today actually
describes the outcomes for people that
were treated. So this is really the first
time we've seen results from standard
use of medicine if you like, rather than a
controlled clinical trial.

Many people will be familiar with
Ketamine from its reputation in the
club scene as being a recreational and
sometimes very dangerous drug as well
as hearing about its use in veterinary
medicine. How does the use differin the
clinical setting?

Well, Ketamine does a lot of very
different things. So, for example, it's
licensed as an intravenous agent to
induce sleep in children. In veterinary
medicine, it's used as a pain reliever. And
also it's used illicitly. Now the doses and

the weight given vary dramatically. So
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generally, recreational use is very very
high doses. And that's often snorted into
the nose. In depression, we use in pretty
low doses, which sometimes but not
always, give rise to a few adverse effect,

but not often.
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The Empire State Building is a familiar
landmark on the New York skyline.
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