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ABSTRACT

This book appears to be a theoretical and empirical research on
agricultural development in industrialization. It attempts to give answers to
these three interrelated questions: firstly, why should industrialization
include agriculture? To answer this question, we have reviewed some
theories both about industrialization and about the roles of agriculture in
economic development, and we have proposed a view of point that industry
and agriculture develop harmoniously in industrialization is necessary;
secondly, what effects may agricultural development have on industrial
development? We have studied the important roles that agriculture provides
capital and produces for industrial development and we have asserted that
agriculture would not satisfy the demands of industrial development if it did
not develop accordingly; thirdly, what effects may industrial development
have on agricultural development? We have inquired into the problems of the
shift of labor forces from agriculture to industrial sectors and of the
modernization of agriculture. After answering these questions, we have
studied the problems in China’s agricultural development as an example.

In this book, we have defined the concept of industrialization, which
includes both industrial development and agricultural improvement, a
concept adopted from famous economist Pei — Kang Chang’s view of point
that agricultural development should be emphasized as an organic part of
industrialization. After that, we have further emphasized that agriculture
plays an important role in capital accumulation and in providing agricultural
products in industrialization. We have analyzed the production of
agricultural surplus and its transfer to non-agricultural sectors. And we
have also analyzed the quantitative limit and timing limit of this transfer.
What is more, we have analyzed the quantitative and structural changes in
the supplies and demands of agricultural products. Concerning the effects
that industrial development has on agriculture, we have asserted that
industrial development is favourable both for the shifting of labor forces

from agriculture to non-agricultural sectors and for the modernization of



agriculture. We also have asserted that we should promote the shifting of
labor forces through the development of the Rural and Town Enterprises
(RTE) and through the setting up of new small towns, and that we should
promote the modernization of agriculture through the joint effects of
technology progress, institutional change and the government supportive

aids and services.
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